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PREFACE. 



I AM not an author by profession, though I 
believe there are few of my countrymen whose 
works, if collected, would fill more volumes 
than mine. I have travelled much, and often 
in company with those whose writings have 
since delighted and instructed the world. It 
was always my custom* like other travellers, 
to keep a journal, in which I entered notes 
of uncommon or amusing incidents, descrip- 
tions of remarkable places, accounts of sin- 
gular customs, and records of local tradi- 
tions. My fellow-travellers often paid me 
the compliment of borrowing my portfolio, 
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for the purpose of refreshing their recollection 
of our joint observations and adventures, and 
I have afterwards had the pleasure of seeing 
what I thought my finest passages published 
under great names, printed on hot-pressed 
wire-wove paper, illustrated with superb 
plates, praised and quoted in the reviews, 
and circulated in the newspapers wherever 
the English language is spoken. In this way 
I am sure of going down to future -times, and 
posterity will converse with me in the works 
of the best describers of the manners and 
customs of nations at the present day. 

My verses have circulated pretty freely in 
manuscript, and have met with a similar fate. 
I have seen some of them published among 
the miscellaneous poems of authors of no 
mean note, and others woven with great 
ingenuity into the body of some popular 
metrical romance. I once lent a manuscript 
tragedy to a friend of mine, and I am told it 
has since been performed with singular sue- 
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cess and applause at the Drury Lane theatre 
in London) and at the Park in New-York. 
At Drury Lane the reputed author took a 
benefit, when I was last in London, which 
brought him four hundred and sixty pounds. 
I have never seen it acted, and probably never 
shall ; especially as I learn that the gentleman 
who enjoys the credit of having written it, 
has interpolated so many ranting passages of 
his own, that I should be wholly unwilling to 
acknowledge it. Besides, I hold the stage 
and all its concerns very cheap* and intended 
iny work not for the players, but as a drama- 
tic poem. 

I remained so well satisfied with this equivo- 
cal sort of notoriety, which allowed me the 
luxury of devouring in secret the praises 
bestowed on my writings, and permitted me 
to soothe myself under any occasional censure 
by the reflection that it was not aimed at me by 
the critic, nor applied to me by the worid, that 
I had made a sort of resolution never to appear 

a* 
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in public in the character of an author. But 
having been teased by my friends, who were 
pleased to speak of several of my manuscript 
compositions, although carelessly enough 
written, as being equal to any thing which 
my friends the poets and travellers had bor- 
rowed of me, and my bookseller having 
moreover offered to print them in his best 
manner, and to embellish them with the finest 
engravings he could procure, I have been 
prevailed upon, somewhat against my better 
judgment, to give them to the world in this 
shape. As an encouragement to the project, 
my fiiend Morse presented me with a charm- 
ing original design in illustration of a favourite 
little piece of mine, entitled the Serenade ; 
and Inman proffered his noble picture of 
Tell in chains, to be engraved as an accom- 
paniment to a Sonnet on the same subject, 
which I wrote in Tell's chapel, at the foot of 
the Righi, with the snowy pinnacles of the 
Alps looking down upon me. Moreover, 
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two amiable and datiful amateur god-sons of 
mine had taken the trouble to illustrate some 
of the scenery I had described, by original 
drawings. 1 was also promised that a draw- 
ing made by me some twenty years since from 
a picture of my favourite Albano, in the Flo- 
rence Gallery should be engraved ; as well as 
some sketches, made about the same period, 
from the Greek and Etruscan antiques, all 
which have been done much to my satisfaction. 
I have taken the fancy to call my work 
The Talisman. I beg leave here to dis- 
claim avowing any belief in the sciences of 
magic and astrology, although it is certain 
that their exercise has sometimes been at- 
tended with very extraordinary results. How- 
ever* in the course of my travels in the East, 
and in particular in an overland journey which 
I made from India by the way of Arabia, 
Mesopotamia, Kurdistan, Persia, and the 
shores of the Black Sea to Europe, I took a 
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little pains to inform myself of the principles 
of an art which has fallen into desuetade 
among the enlightened nations of the West. 
I have amused myself with getting up this 
volume with some attention to the forms and 
ceremonies with which charms and spells are 
usually compounded in the East. I have 
copied the contents with a quill plucked from 
a swan which I caught with my own hands, 
after a fatiguing chase through the meadows 
on the banks of Avon, and the table on which 
I write is spread with the skin of a royal tiger, 
which I happened to kill at Madras. The 
book was printed with virgin types ; the type- 
setters were all born under the planet Mer- 
cury ; the burines of the engravers have 
moved under benignant stellar aspects ; and 
my publisher has the most auspicious and for- 
tunate name that can be found in the whole 
Directory. The paper was sized with strict 
observation of the planetary hour, when 
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Jupiter and Mars were in conjunction in 
Libra, in the seventh house of heaven, whilst 
Venus lorded the ascendant, culminating from 
the very ridge of the planetary house. 

The result of all this should be, if there 
be any truth in astrology, (which I do not 
positively affirm,) that this volume must pos- 
sess virtues similar to those ascribed by 
Othello to his mystic handkerchief. When 
given as a memorial of friendship, gratitude, 
respect or love, the sentiment, whatever it be^ 
wi]l remain indestructible and undiminished, 
so long as the book is kept. In justice to the 
art, I must add, that this mystic virtue must not 
be expected, unless the gift be accompanied 
with a powerful and sympathetic co-operation 
of mutual sentiment. 

I detest all quackery, and the examples 
of great men do not sanctify it in my eyes. 
The trick of Junius and Walter Scott to 
attract the public attention to their writings by 
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making tlieir real names a subject of mystery, 
always disgusted me. I therefore subscribe 
my name without reserve. 

FRANCIS HERBERT. 



New- York, Dec, 1, 1827. 
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PREFACE TO AN ALBUM. 

This book is destined to preserve the memo- 
rials of acqi^tance, of esteem, of fhendship, 
of afiection-^to contain the thoughts of many 
minds— to bear the impress of many characters. 
Who can anticipate its future contents ? How 
various will be its tone— its temper — ^its talent — 
its moral expression — influence and feeling ! 

Such a volume is an apt emblem of the history 
of our own minds. 

In the mysterious order of Providence, we are 
aJl made subject to each other's influence. We 
assume the shape, colour, fashion of the little 
world about us. We become the very abstracts 
and brief chronicles of the opinions, feelingps, 
tastes, and principles of those amongst whom we 
live. We are as mirrors, giving back the reflec- 
tions of the society in which we are placed; 
sometimes, it may be, brighter and purer than 
the original forms themselves ; how much oftener 
imparting to them our own dimness and dis- 
tortions. 
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Our power over the materials of which our 
daily thoughts are woven, is but that of the owner 
of this book over the thoughts which fill its 
pages ; a power too rarely exercised in real life— 
that of shutting out the intrusion of gross evil, 
and opening our sympathies and affections to the 
kindly welcome of all that is beautiful and good. 

Happy they, who, taught by the sure instinct 
of their own purity, have ever shrynk back from 
the near approach of vice. Happy they, upon 
whose hearts, and memory, and imagination, the 
vain and bad ones of the earth — ^the worldly, the 
licentious, the grovelling, have never written any 
lasting transcript of their own thoughts. Into 
such the spirit of this world does not enter— its 
seductions, follies, and vices soil not them— -the 
delusions of life find no resting-place in their 
minds, and glide off like rain-drops from the pure 
and smooth plumage of the dove. 

This theme is fruitful in still deeper and higher 
morals. 

That influence, so powerful in its sway over 
us, we must, in turn, exert upon others. Other 
minds must become in part the transcripts of 
ours, and perpetuate the evil or the excellence of 
our short being here. It is not given alone to 
the great, the eloquent, or the learned, to those 
who speak trumpet-tongued to millions of their 
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fellow-creatures, from the proud elevations of 
power or- talent, thus to extend themselves in 
the production of good or ill into after-times. 
We are each and all of us, as waves in the vast 
ocean of human existence ; our own little dota- 
tion soon subsides, but it communicates itself far 
onward and onward, and it may often swell as it 
advances into a majesty and power with which it 
would scarcely seem possible, that our littleness 
could have had any participation. 

Happy, then, reader — happy thou, if thou hast 
confined the bad tendencies of thy nature to 
thine oivn breast,— if thou hast never proved the 
cause of offence — not even to any " httle one" — 
if thou hast led none into dangerous error, lulled 
none into careless or contemptuous negligence of 
duty, nor ever suUied the whiteness of an inno- 
cent mind. 

Yet Remember — that it is the mysterious and 
awful law of thy nature, that no one of us can 
pass through life insulated and solitary, leaving 
no trace behind him. Thy influence will be — 
must be, for good or for evil after thee. Then, 
although haply thou mayest have but a single 
talent committed to thy charge, whether thou 
writest thy thoughts in these pages, or engravest 
them in living characters upon the hearts of those 
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who trust, or love, or honour thee, strive always, 
that they may he such as will tend to <* give ar- 
dour to virtue and confidence to truth," so that 
others may be holier and happier because Thou 
heui lived. 
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ANOTHER PREFACE TO AN ALBUM. 



An Albvm, while an Album, is a thing, 
(If clean the paper, and the binding fair,) 

Pretty to look at ; and the poets sing 
Of many similes that appropriate are ; 

And which 'tis easy to our mind to bring 
As none of them are new, or strange, or rare ; 

Such as— a maiden's heart — a baby's mind — 

Or the first state of those two parents of mankind. 

But ah ! upon the simple maiden's heart, 
Will Love, too soon, some guileful image trace ; 

And Sin and Satan soon will play their part, 
And alter much the helpless infant's case. 

Adam and Eve were soon seduced to start 
From Paradise, a while their resting place ; 

And so, an Album, in the course of time, 

Is soiled by hands and feet, fingers and rhyme,^ 

Oh ! and alas ! while on this volume's brink, 
Still a white sea, I stand, and meditate 

Upon the many-coloured kinds of ink, 
Whose tortuous currents here must permeate, — 

A* 
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When on the tortures of those brains I think. 
Whose oozings here must be incorporate, — 
Upon the geese that must the quills supply, 
And those that must commit the poetry, — 

I sorrow, that all fair things must decay. 
While time, and aocident, and mischief last ; 

That the red rose so soon must fade away, 
The white be sullied by the ruthless blast ; 

The pure snow turned to mud, in half a day ; 
Even heaven's own glorious azure be o'ercast ; 

Imperial ermine be with dust defUed, 

And China's finest crockery cracked and spoiled. 

Thou snow-white altar ! which, to friendship reai'd, 
With freshest garlands should alone be hung. 

And with no dull and smoky incense smeared, 
But such as perfume-laden Zephyr flung ; 

Strange hieroglyphics, soon, I am afeard. 
Thy gtiLcefiil sculpture will appear among ; 

The vulgar love their names to cut or write 

On every post that's new, or tablet that is white 1 

Of what an Album's like, before 'tis used, 
I thus have chanted in my homely phrase ; 

But what it's like, by fate when long abused. 
To tell, perplexes me in various ways : 

Fancy invoked assistance has refused. 
To yield resemblances ; because, she says, 

It wete to Love and Friendship treason vile, 

To comment coarsely on their honest toil. 
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Then, without thee, Nymph ! so often pny'd, 

So rarely won, to listen to our cry ! 
Whose image floats, in heavenly tints portray'd, 

Of roseate mom, or eve'e empurpled sky ;— 
In later poets' pictures much decay'd. 

And patched, and tattered in thy drapery; — 
Without thee, Fancy ! I must striTC to find 
Such similes as suit the common mind. 

'Tis like a trunk, with ancient clothes replete. 
Of every colour, fashion, age, and shape ; 

Tis like a virtuoso's cabinet, 

Thro' which with listless eye we walk and gape ; 

Where beauty and deformity we meet, 
Birds of bright plumes and bats, the deer and ape : 

'TIS like the Legidature, — ^whereimto 

Few swans, some hawks, and many godings go. 

'Tis like an anient, single lady's chest. 
Where rummaging, the curious heir discovers 

Old patterns, worn-out thimbles, and the rest 
Of antique trumpery ; ftns, and flowers, and covers 

Of pincushions ; a petrified wasp's nest ; 
Letters from long defunct or married lovers ; 

Work-boxes, ten-pences that once were knew, 

And murdered metre, if she was a hlue. 

'Tis like a doomsday book, wherein is writ 
Of every manHi capacity the measure — 

The length, and breadth, and boundaries of his wit, 
And value of his inteUeetual tretture : 
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lis like a party, when you auk to it 

Clowns, who derive from such soirees no {^asure, 
But are compelled in company to go, 
Their awkwardness and ignorance to show. 

'Tis like a church-yard — ^where, in crooked rows, 
Tomb-stones, and urns, and crosses are arrayed, 

Memorials of the persons that repose 
Beneath, whose virtues are thereon displayed ; 

Where every kind and colour, friends and foes, 
Together sleep, beneath the cypress shade : 

I wish I had let ^s simile alone — 

It is a sad, though an appropriate one. 

For^ as those pale memorials to the eye 

Of unforgetful friendship, can restore 
The loved and lovely in the days gone by. 

The forms once dear, that we behold no more, 
So can these pages'bring the absent nigh, 

And summon back the ghosts from Lethe's shore : 
Therefore, they are sacred ; and I am ashamed 
In any wise their uses to have blamed. 

'Tis like a talisman, by magic hands [strange, 

Framed with quaint spells, and graved with figures 

That, by the instructed finger touched, commands 
All images that float in nature's range ; 

Recalls each well-known form from distant lands, 
And shows the shrouded dead without a change : 

And long-forgotten scenes, a shadowy train, 

And long-forgotten faces smile again. 
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'Tis like the enchanted mirror, * huge and high,' 
TVlierein the archimage Agrippa show'd 

The lady of his love to Surrey's eye, 
' Albeit betwixt them' the ' grim ocean' flow'd : 

For, as we read, surrounding mists roll by, 
And we forget life's intervening road. 

The past is present, voices murmur sweet, 

And music breathes that long was obsolete. 

ye 1 who herein are required to write. 
Be wise, before you undertake the same ; 

Remember that whatever you indite, 
Remaineth, to your credit or your shame ; 

That you had better leave the paper white, 
Than rack your hapless brains with idle a^ : . 

But above all things, if the book you take, ' 

Don't wait a year, before you bring it back. 



ADVENTURE IN THE EAST INDIES. 



Thk royal Tiger of India differs from the com- 
mon tiger in his superior size, and the extraor- 
dinary majesty of his appearance. His fiice is 
broader, his neck thicker and shorter, his limbs 
more brawny and strung with larger sinews, and 
his si^ps griped with brighter and more beautiful 
colours. There is a dignity in his port, and a 
pride in his demeanour, wbich have obtained for 
him the epithet of royal, and which, in the opinion 
of some, give him at least equal pretensions with 
the Lion to the title of King of Beasts. When 
foiled in an attempt to seize his prey, he never 
immediately renews the pursuit. On the con- 
trary, he walks slowly and disdainfully away, as 
if too proud to expose himself to the shame of a 
second failure, or as if he had been unsuccessful 
only because he was indifferent to his prey. 

Some years since, when I lived in the East 
Indies, I had an adventure with one of these 
terrible animals; and as there were some cir- 
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cumstances attending it which my friends were 
pleased to think extraordinary, I am tempted 
to relate it. I was then residing in the populous 
city of Madras, and for the sake of studying the 
manners of the country, I mingled more than was 
usual with the natives, and succeeded, in many 
instances, in gaining their esteem and confi- 
dence. 

One morning, just as I had risen, and was 
sitting in my virandah enjoying the fresh dewy 
air, so agreeahle in that climate before sunrise, 
a Brahmin, with whom I had some acquaintance, 
came to me in great agitation, with ffis hand 
bound up, and the blood trickling through the 
bandages. He had hardly given me time to ad- 
dress him with the customary salutations of the 
east, when he told me that a royal Tiger had 
entered his house about the time of the morning 
twilight, and, as he was making his escape at the 
door, had rushed at him, and torn his hand. He 
had succeeded, however, in closing the door after 
him, which he had fastened as well as he was 
able, leaving the animal within. When the 
Brahmin had finished his relation, he looked at 
me very anxiously, and inquired of me, what I 
would advise should be done. 

I had lived long enough in the country to know 
something of the dispositions of the tiger ; and 
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it seemed to me a perfect absurdity to belieye 
that the livings man whom I saw before me had 
ever been in the same room with one of these 
fierce creatures. I thought it more than probii- 
ble, that it was one of the hyenas, which, in that 
^part of the East Indies, often came prowling 
about the habitations in the night. One of them 
had been shot, a few nights previous, by a German 
of my acquaintance ; and I had no doubt that this 
was another, transformed into a royal tiger by 
the same process of feiyr and obscurity which, in 
other' -countries, has been known to change a 
white hoive into a spectre wrapt in its winding 
sheet. I could not, therefore, help rallying the 
Brahmin a little about his panic, while I assured 
him that I would soon give an account of the 
creature, whatever it might be. 

I exchanged my morning-gown and slippers for 
a hunting coat and boots, and going out, I men- 
tioned the subject to some of my friends in the 
British army then stationed at Madras, and Ibund 
them nowise disinclined to the morning's sport 
of shooting an hyena. We armed ourselves with 
muskets, which we loaded carefully, and having 
picked the flints and seen that the bayonets and 
locks were in good condition, we set out, accom- 
panied by two Malay servants, for the Brahmin's 
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dweOiag. Our party, inclading the Malays, con- 
sisted of seven persona.* 

On arriving, we looked in at one of the small 
apertures guarded with bamboo lattice-work, 
which serve the natives for windows ; and greatly 
to our surprise, we beheld, at the further end of 
the apartment, a tiger of the largest size, quietly 
reposing on the floor, with one huge fore-leg 
stretched out before him, and the other drawn up 
under his breast ; his large eyes of a greenish 
yellow, winking softly and sleepijy in the morning 
light that grew stronger every moment. One of 
the party proposed to fire at him from the window ; 
this was overruled on account of its height, 
which did not permit us to take aim with effect. 
I observed, also, that our Malays shuddered as 
the proposition was mentioned ; nor do I believe 
that an individual of ub all would have been willing 
to be found on the same level with the animal, 
in case he should break from the house. The 
Brahmin's habitation was built of red free-stone ; 
it was a single story in height, with doors and 
lattices of bamboo. It was covered with long 
rods of the same plant, laid horizontally on the 
top of the walls, and thatched with a thick layer 
of the tough and durable' leaves of the palmyra 
tree. This covering wm both the roof of the 
house and the ceiling of the apartments, and to 

B 
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this, aifcer a short consiihaticm, we aaceoded* 
We directed the Walaye to make a hole in tht 
middle of the roof. T)iey kneeled down, and 
pulling up the pahnyra leaves, piled them on each 
side, mitil at length they came to the horizontal 
rafters <^ bamhoo, several of which they took in 
th^ hands and shoved them out at one end of 
the roof. An opening was thus formed, through 
which we beheld the tiger, lying as we had seen 
him through the window; but it was evident that 
the noise we had made on the roof had excited 
his attention, for his head was raised, and the 
sleepy look of his eye was exchanged for a 
fierce and steady glare. We put our muskets 
into the opening, and takini* aim as well as we 
were able, fired together. Instantly we heard 
the animal spring to his feet and begin rapidly 
to pace the apartment. Tiie smoke with which 
the dwelling was now filled, and which came 
pouring out at every cranny, prevented us firom 
taking a second aim, but each of us, as fast as 
he loaded his piece, discharged it through the 
aperture at random. Whether we had wounded 
the tiger or not, we were unable to judge; but it 
was very certain that he had become exceedingly 
enraged. We heard him rearing and plunging 
madly in the smoke, kis huge tail occasionally 
striking the aides of the room, and his claws 
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flometmies nddng the wall fnm the top to the 
bottom as he came heavily to the floor. Th§ 
bamboo rafters, under our feet, were several 
times shaken and displaced, as the enormous 
animal sprang upwards against the wall, and 
once, when he struck the roof with more than 
usual force, our two Malays leaped *^gwn, and 
betook themselves to flight, nor could either 
threats or promises induce them to return. We 
even began, ourselves, to fear that he might 
break thremgh the roof, or, what would be still 
more dangerous, bring down a part of it, with 
those whom it sustained, into the room below. 
We, therefore, removed to a neighbouring house, 
which, being a story higher, overlooked the 
dwelling where the tiger was confined, and the 
owner of which readily permitted us to occupy. 
From the top of this house our party continu- 
ed to aim at the opening made by the Malays 
in the roof of the other, trusting that, as ■ the 
animal was continually changing his place, some 
fortunate ball might yet give him his death* 
womid. More than an hour was spent in loading 
and discharging our pieces in this manner, with-* 
out any other apparent eflfect than that of in* 
creasing the rage of the animal. 

In the mean time the sun had risen, and the 
house-t<^ in the suburbs of Mad^ were tinged 
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'vnth the crimson ligbt. I w^ remember looldng 
4bout me and beholding the flat roofii, for a oon«- 
Biderable distance, thronged with the natives who 
stood to witness the combat. It seemed as if aU 
the inmates of these habitations, both male and 
female, old and young, had gone up to their 
house-t<!|>S4 and when I looked at their dark 
fikces, their small but handsome figures, their 
flowing drapery, their motionless and eager attip 
tudes, I could almost have thought them so mai^r 
groups of statues placed on those eleyoted pedes** 
tals, were I not occasionally reminded of thdr 
being human by the sight of a father or mother 
anxiously directing the attention of their child 
to the house we occupied. In the meantime our 
party received a reinforcement; two or three 
Europeans and several natives, armed with mus- 
kets, joined us, and a brisker &re was opened 
upon the building in which the tiger was confined. 
It did not last long, for, on a sudden, we heard a 
terrible shriek, accompanied with a loud crash ; 
the door of the building was thrown to the dis- 
tance of several yards, and the tiger bounded 
forth at liberty. A few long leaps took him be- 
yond the reach of our fire, and he was seen 
moving off towards the uninhabited country. 

We immediately formed a party to pursue 
him. We wei|e fifty in aU, and well armed with 
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muskets, earbinee, and lancee. After having 
proceeded two or three miles, we suddenly lol|; 
track of the animal, and halted to recover it on 
a closer examination. We were arranged in a 
scattered file, along a path «fvhich followed the\ 
windings of a river close to its high and steep 
bank, and which, was so narrow that two persons 
could not^ conveniently walk abreast. On one 
side of this path the ground, covered with low 
shrubs, descended more than twenty feet to the 
bed of the river, which was nearly dry ; and on 
the othes, a strip of rank tropical vegetation 
separated it from a luxuriant wood of acacias and 
trees of the palm kind, enclosed with a thick 
brush fence* Some of our party proceeded a few 
paces forward in the path, others returned aUttle 
way back, and all were intently occupied in the 
endeavour to discover some traces of the tiger's 
steps* I also lent what aid I was able to the 
examination, for having the misfortune to be ex- 
ceedingly short-sighted, I could assist but little. 
I applied to my eye a glass, which I always car- 
ried about me in my waistcoat pocket, sus- 
pended to my neck by a narrow black ribbon, 
to remedy the defect of my vision. I first looked 
careftdly along the skirt of the wood, and 
scanned, one by one, the openings 4unong the 
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trees* I do not remember ^ever to have 'g«aed 
(HI a more quiet scene than the one which pre^ 
sented itself to my sight, or one more fitted to 
banish all apprehensions of juischief. The strong 
^Yegetation betweemthe path and the wood bors 
no impression of the heavy step of the tiger, the 
oGcaflionfd patches of sand«howed no print of his 
feet, nor did his fye glare at me firom under the 
boughs. It was so peaceful and so beautiful a 
spot, that I should hardly bave been sniprised at 
hearing the innocent voices of children sporting 
in the recesses of theggrove, or at seeing their 
sweet fiicee peeping at me from behind the shaggy 
trunks. The broad leaves of the fan-palm hung 
motionless in the blaze of the mounting sun ; and 
the habitations of the bottle-nested sparrow, 
which depended from the ends of the boughs, and 
the festoons of the huge creeping plants which 
overran and bound together the whole summit of 
the wood, were not moved by a breath of air« 
Nothing was to be heard but the occasional 
chatter of a monkey at a distance, or the hoarse 
call of some bird peculiar to the country. I then 
turned and looked down the bed of the river, 
directing my eye gradually along its course as far 
as it could be followed. There was no sign of 
life to be discovered even there, except that just 
below me I saw, now and then, a lizard running 
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over the drj stones and (liBappeaiing under them* 
I becune satisfied, for my own part, not only thfIL 
the tiger was not near us, but that he had not 
even passed that way ^ and I was putting badr 
my glass into its place, when I heard a rustling ' 
noise from the wood, which drew my Attention to 
that quarter. I looked, and beheld'th^ epormons 
animal in the air, in the very act of loping upon 
me.- "The creature had cleared the brush-fence 
imd the whole space between that and the path, 
by one of those immense leaps which the tiger is 
sometimes known to make, and now, with his 
month open, his eyes dilated, and'his huge paws 
held before him a little apart from each other, 
was descending upon his victim with a force suf> 
ficient to crush a dozen men in pieces, and against 
"Which no weapon could be of any avail. He was 
-nlrea^y so near me that I had not time to spring 
from the spot where I stood, I had the certainty 
t>f death before me, and 9 crowd of horrible and 
Agonizing images passed like lightning through 
my mind. I thought of l3ring half-devoured in 
the distant jungle to which t}ie tiger should drag 
me, and the weeping faces of those whom I had 
left in a distant country, and whom I should never 
see again, came almost visibly before my eyes. 
I remember that along witlf these there was 
mingled the confused idea that I would not let 
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my brute ftdvereary go ffbm my death jmhanned' 
I^stood holding my musket in my left.hand, with 
the bayonet in the air, and I had just time to raise 
my right to grasp the piece firmly, and to give it 
a direction towards the animal. In doing this I 
suppose thq^ I involuntary made a step, backwards 
towardei the lliver, which brought me close upon 
the steepi^ge of the bank, where the soil was 
somewhat broken. The tiger had made his leap 
with unerring precision, and, as he descended, he 
received the bayonet between his fore-legs in the 
breast. At the very moment that I felt his weight 
upon the weiq>on, the ground beneath me sud- 
denly ^ave way. I remember a mingled sound 
' of shrieks and groans from those about me, a 
rapid downward motion, a feeling as of some 
heavy body passing over me, a sense of suffoca- 
tion, mist and darkness ; and all was over. 

When I came to myself, which, judging from 
circumstances, must have t)een shortly after- 
wards, I was at first doubtfiil to which world I 
belonged. I cast my eyes upwards, and a pure 
bright sky was above me ; to the east, and there 
was the sun. I turned my head to see if it was 
actually on my body, and moved, one after the 
other, my legs and arms to assure myself that 
they still belonged to my person. I passed first 
right and then my left hand over my breast and 
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fddeB) and then held them up to my eyes toeee if 
they wer^i^ot covered with my own blood« I 
niaed myself on my dbows and found iha.t I wu 
lying in the dry bed of the river. A kind of wide 
P9,th, reaching upwards to the edge of the bank, 
over the low shrubs which wore crushed dose to 
the earth and covered with sand and^loose stoneB^ 
showed where the tiger had rolled witlrme down 
to the very spot where I lay. I then rose, and 
standing on my feet, found myself not only un- 
wounded, but aln^ost unhurt. I looked about me 
for the fierce animal with which I had lately been 
in such fearful contact, but he was no where to 
be seen. My muskegt was lying at the distance 
of a few paces from me. I took it up, and found ^ 
it covered with blood. Near it were the prints 
of the tiger's foet where he had walked away, 
and these were moistened with blood also. Se- 
veral of our party, aJl of whom had fled and 
abandoned me to my fate, now showed them- 
selves on the bank above me, and uttered a shout 
1^ joy at seeing me alive. They rallied their 
eompanions, and I found myself strong enough to 
join theniin renewing the pursuit. 

We soon came in sight of the tiger, moving 
aa heamly and slowly, and staggering with the 
loss of blood from his wound* Before we reached 
him he had fallen to the ground* We despatched 
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liim without difficulty ; and the nati^s who be- 
longed to our party, having produced ^^me strong 
cords, made of the bark of the cocoa tree, which 
they had brought with them, tied them about the 
neck of the huge creature, and dragged bVQ 
back in triumph to Madras. As we entered the 
city, a large crowd of all complexions of man- 
kind, Hmdoos, Parsees, Moors, Malays, English- 
men, Germans, and Frenchmen, gathered about 
it, and increased at every step. Even the timid 
Chinese artisan came to his shop-door to gaze 
upon the spectacle of so much fierceness tamed 
and so much strength overcome, and to catch a 
look at the man who had met the leap of a royal 
* tiger and escaped unhurt. 

The procession stopped at a kind of open 
square in the city. Here the animal was mea- 
sured, and found to exceed fifteen feet in length, 
from the tip of the nose to the end of the tail. 
All who knew any thuig of me in the city flocked 
eagerly about me ; it seemed as if they could not 
be satisfied of my identity, until they had grasped 
my hand^ I received the cordial congratulations 
of my European friends. My acqugiptances 
among the Hindoos were profiise of their florid 
compliments and felicitations; and asrfor the 
multitude, I thought they would never be satis- 
fied with pressing «round me and gazing at me. 
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I withdrew as soon as I was able, and sought at 
my lodgings the repose I so mach needed. The 
bounty of three hundred pounds, which was the 
reward offered by the government of the country 
fi>r killing a tiger, was paid me the next day. 

If any man had ever cause of gratitude to 
Divine Providence for deliverance in an hour of 
signal danger, I am that man. I have never 
since the incident I have related, ceased to che- 
rish this feeHng, and, I trust, it will not diminish 
in intensity to the last day of my lif%. . 

U <' ^ - --^ ■•■■ '■ 
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Cool shades and dews are round my way. 
And silence of the early day. 
Midst the dark hills that watch his bed. 
Glitters the mighty Hudson, spread 
Unrippled, save by drops that ftJl 
From shrubs that fringe his mountain wall ; 
And o'er the clear still water swells 
The music of the Sabbath bells. 

All, save this little nook of land, 
Circled with trees, on which I stand ; 
All, save that line of hills, that lie 
Suspended in the mimic sky. 
Seems a blue void above, below^ 
Through wMch the white clouds come and go ; 
And from the green world's fiirdiest steep 
I gaase into the airy deep. 
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LoYeliest of lovely things are they 

On earth that soonest pass away ; 

The rose that lives its little hour, 

Is prized beyond the sculptured jQower ; 

Even love, long tried, and cherished long, 

Becomes more tender and more strong. 

At thought of that insatiate grave « 

From which its yearnings cannot save, f • 



River ! in this sweet hour thou hast 

Too much of heaven on earth to last $ 

Kor long Aall thy still waters lie, 

An image of the glorious sky. 

Thy fiite and mine are not repose ; . 

And ere another evening close, 

Thou to thy tides shalt turn agaiSf 

And I to seek the crowd of men. ,' 
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FROM POLIZIANO. 



Vagfae lo Hontanine, e Pastorelll, ete. 



"SwEBT mountaineers, young shepherdesses, say, 
Whemje, in your grace and beauty, do ye stray ?" 

" Oh ! from beside an Alpine grove we come, 
And there we dWell, beneath an humble shed, 

We and our parents, in our woodland home ; 
There by kind nature's genial bounty fed ; 
And thither still our mountain flocks are led, 

Frbm flowery meadows, at the close of day." 

'r 
** What is that land where first ye saw the light, 

Which fruitage bears, none other ever knew ? 
To me ye seem Love's own creations, bright, 

Gleaming like radiant visions on my view. 

All unadorned, in coarsest garments too, 
Yet, like young cherubs, ve have cross'd my way. 
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" Well might Buch lovely fbnns of &te complain, 
Obscured in darksome glen or pathless hill ; 

There is no clime of wealth and beauty vaiQ, 
Which ye would not with love and won4w fill* 
And tell me, if ye are contented still, . 

Among your Alpine wilds, unknown to stay ?" 

" Each one of us is better pleased to hie , 

Behind our pastures, to the sheltered stall, 

Than is your grandest dame, at night, to fly 

Where whirls the dance, within the cumbrous hall. 
Riches we aBk not, nor on fortune call, 

Save for our wealth of flowers, and chajdets gay.** 







THOUGHTS ON HAND-WRITING- 

When a person has nothing which is actually 
new or interesting to say on, a sabject, it is a 
question which very natural^ suggests itself to 
the reader, why he writes about it at all ? I, 
therefore, suppose this question directed to my- 
self; and reply, with perfect honesty, that, in 
making such remarks as occur to me on the sub- 

' ject of (Urography, I am fulfilling a promise, 
and also writfaig a preface to a story which I have 
to tell. 

I have had reasons for meditating much on the 
mystery of hand- writings, though my reflections 
have resulted in no new discoveries ; and I have 
neither solved any of the paradoxes, nor come to 
a definite conclusion on any of the doubtful points 
with which the subject is pregnant. The first 

^ difficulty which was suggested to my miift about 
it, occurred in early childhood. I could not dis- 
cover how the rapping me over the knuckles with 
& long, round, lignum-vitn rtder, until those arti- 
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culations were discolored and lame, was to assist 
me in using my fingers with ease and grace, in 
copying the pithy scraps of morality wWch were 
set before me. My master, however, seemed to 
think it was good for me. The poor man took a 
world of pains, and gave me a great many, to 
very little purpose. He was very fond of quoting 
to me a passage from Horace, in an English ver- 
sion he had picked up soyaewhere, of the fidelity 
of which I have since had my doubts. 

" In wisdom and lonnd knowledge to ezc«], 
Is the chief cause and source of writing weU. 
The manuscripts of Socrates were writ, 
So fairly, because be had so mneh wit.'* 



I certainly never became a proicien^tin calli- 
graphy. I have, however, in the course of my 
life, been consoled for my own imperfections on 
this score, by observing scholars, statesmen, and 
gentlemen at large, who passed very well in the 
world, and obtained professorships, outfits, and 
salaries, and the entree into polite society, whose 
signs manual Were hieroglyphics, which Cham- 
polhon himself would give up in despair. Their 
whole iBianipulation, (as the learned weuld say,) 
with pen, ink, and paper, produced a result so 
utterly undecipherable, that, instead of its < paint- 
ing thought, and speaking to the eyes,' if their 
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0ecretaried>or correflpottdents had not known / 
what they wanted to say, or to have said for them, ^ 
the persons mterested in their despt^tches might ^ 
as well have been in the innocent «ituation of 
John Lump and Looney Mactwolter, when they 
had ^ mixed tim billy-duckses.' 

I have known lawyers and doctors, whose auto- 
graphic outpourings the solicitor and apothecary 
alone understood, by profi^^sional instinct : and 
yet the bills in chancery of the former, fiurly 
engrossed, produced suits which are not yet de- 
cided ; and the prescriptions of the latter found 
theix way into the patients' system, and caused a 
great eSecU 

There is one thing, however, on which I have 
made Ufi^my mind decidedly ; which is, that a 
person Who writes so detestable a hand that he 
cannot read it himself, acts in an improper man- 
ner ; and abuses the gift which Cadmus was good 
enough to introduce into Europe. 

The character of my own writing seems some- 
what amended, since time has laid his frosty hand 
upon my head, and cramped. tRe joints of my fin- 
gers. It is less capricious in the variety of direc- 
tions in which the letters run, and less luxuriant 
in gratuitous additions to their tops, and bottoms, 
and natural terminations. They look more like 
a platoon of regular troop6,-andless like a militia 
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tratnini^ ; more like an artangemeni; produced hj 
the agency of human intellect, and less like the 
irregular scratches made by the brute creation m 
the surface of the soil. So that I get along with- 
out aajL material difficulty ; and h^ve, indeed, 
been iometimes complimented on ^e elegance of 
my writing.* 

One thing which has always been unaccounta- 
ble to me is, the nice^quai^ptance some persons! 
acquire with the signatures of particular indivi- 
duals, so that they can detect a forgery at first 
sight, however well it may be executed, and can 
swear to the spuriousness of tl^e sophisticated 
Mrriting. Neither, for the life of me," can I under- 
stand the wisdom of the rule of evidence, which 
makes the question important, whether %ii)dtd|i^B 
has ever seen the person write, abi^t whose 
autography he is interrogated. I am sure it 
would puzzle the twelve judges of England to 
'^'explain, why our having seen a man write should 
enable us to distinguish the character of his hand, 



* Onr printer was certainly in na very complimentary mood, 
wJmi bo flrit aaw out matfaor's mamucript. He aaid it was all 
pie i though, to our eyes, it more resembled hasty^pudding. He 
said it would ruin his boys for ever, to set it up ; and almost cried 
for pity, as he looked at hi* aiplable disciples, and thought of the 
^ww of work before t^jtm. Firt. 
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any more X^sp, we should be ei^abled to idejaijfy 
his clothes, by having seen hiQi put them on. 
^ That the intellectual and mo^al character of a 
person may be ascertained from his hand-writing, 
is a theory which many are fond of jiieUeving in. 
It seems,, cei;|j|dnly, a more plausible' one than 
those of chiromancy or phrenology ; but beyond 
a certain extent, I think it can be shown to be as 
visionary as either, t^ Up tc^a certain point, how- 
ever, it may be far niore rational. 

The sex of the writer may be conjectured with 
more infallibility than any other attribute. 

V 

" The bridegfoom's letters stand in row above, 

Tapering, yet straight, like pine trees in his grove ; 
While free and Una the bride's appear below, 
■^^ ^Jagfat and slender as her janninea grow." 

Still you cannot always tell from the appearance 
of a manuscript, whether a lady or a gentleman 
has held the pen. I had a female relative, who 
was a strong stout-built woman, to be sure ; but 
she wrote a. hand so formidably masculine, that 
the only suitorj^ho ever made her an offer, was ^ 
terrified out of his n^otiation by the first billet- 
doux he had the honour of receiving from her. 
He was a slender and delicately made man ; and 
wrote a fine Italian hand^. . 
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Next to the sex, the age of a writer may be 
gueBSgd at with most certainty, from the chiro- 
graph. If the gods had made me poetical, f 
would paraphrase the seven ages of Shakspeare, 
(omitting,, of course, the infant in his nurse's 
arms,) with reference to this theme. 9^ I must 
•leave it to some fitter minstrel.' 'fhere are, 
however, more exceptions to this, than to the 
former proposition. Some people writlfe apueiile 
band all their lives : and the gravest maxims, the 
profoundest thoughts, the most abstruse reason- 
ings, have sometimes been originally embodied 
in Qigns as fantastical, as the scrawl made in sport 
*pj a child. On the other hand, men of regular . 
temperament, and methodical habits of business^ 
)H11 acquire a formed and deliberate character, 
in their hand-writing, which is often not impaired 
until extreme age. 

The nation, profession, and other accidental 
properties of a person, may also, perhaps, be 
discovered in a majority of instances, from his 
chirograph. But it is obvious that there is no 
mystery in this, which philos(i|>hy hoed be invoked 
to elucidate. Mr. Owen's Hbctrine of circum- 
siancea will explain it very satisfactorily. I am 
only disposed to deny that th^ bent of natural 
ineiination, or the predominance or deficiency of 
any intellectual quality cah be ascertained by this 
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tast. I have never met with any one who pos- « 
sesBed the art of divination in this way ; fior, ai 
the theory cumot he proved hy any process of 
reasoning from first principles, can it he supported 
hy a &ir examination of any miscellaneous ool« 
lectkm of autographs. Imagination may carry 
«^us a great "way, and suggest resemhlances of its 
own creation, between the characters of men 
known iif history and fac-similes of their aat»- 
graphs. But, divesting ourselves of its influence, 
let us look at the signatures to the death-warrant 
^ Charles I., or the declaration of American 
independence ; — ^which instruments I do not bring 
into juKtaposition irreverently, but because every . 
one has seen them. I believe it will be impossi- 
ble, without the aid of fancy, from recorded facts 
in the lives of those who subscribed these docu- 
ments, compared with the peculiarities of tiieif 
signs manual, to found an honest induction in 
support of this hypothesis. 

Some conceited people try to write as badly as 
they can, because they have heard and beli#ve, 
that it is a proof of genius. While all will admit 
that this notion is ^ry absurd, it is still generally 
believed that men of genius do write in a very 
obscure, infirm, or eccentric character : and we 
are told of a thousand familiar instances ; such 
9» Byron, and Cha]mei]B» and Jefirey » and Buoiia- 
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parte, etc. A goo^y ass Jrtmeiit in the same lol i 
One thing is very certain, that those who write a 
great deal for the press will soon write very 
hadly; without its heing necessary to ascribe 
that circumstance to intellectual organisation. 
Buonaparte had no time, when dictating tO'^ix 
clerks at once, or signing treaties on horseBack» 
to cultivate a clear running hand. Distinguished 
as he was above other men, in his fame and in his 
fortunes, I believe we may also concede to him 
the honour of having written the worst possible 
hand, decipherable by human ingenuity. And 
when we fund, from the fac-similes of some of his 
early despatches, how abominably he spelt, as 
well as wrote, we are led to infer, that a defec- 
tive education, and an eagle-eyed ambition wldch 
soon began to gaze too steadily at the sun to re- 
'gafd the teotes in the atmosphejcp, ynil sufficiently 
account for a matter of sudi sfifil importance to 
so great a man, without resoi^ng to ' metaphysi- 
cal aid,' to account for his bad writing. 

The hand-writing of an individual is not as 
much connected with the muchinery of his mand, 
afl is the eiect of ai# gther personal habit. Neat 
people do not always writ# neatly ; and some very 
slovenly persons, whom Inave known, were dis- 
tinguii^d for a remarkably elegaxitlBhnation of 
their letters. Affsctation,' on the contrary, being 
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m^ of naiture, imll always lielfi^ its^ in Uvs 
pftrticolar, as in every other. ^ 

I am ^poeed ako to treat, as a fond ohimen^ i . 
a notion I have often heard expresaed, that there 
is a rfRtural gentility appertaining to the chiro^ 
graphs of nature's aristocracy ; supposing such 
a phiMuse to be proper. Every thing else about 
a gentleman's letter will furnish better hints aa 
to has breeding and quality, than the character oi 
his hand- writing. Set a w^ taught. boot«blaek 
and a gentleman down to copy the sasne eentwcet 
on pieces of paper of like shape and textuiCy and 
few of your conjurors in autographs will be able 
to guess, from the specimens, which is the gen* 
tleman and which is the boot-black. 

But to leave this drouthy and prosing disquisi- 
tion, I am minded to illustrate both the evils and 
the advantages of bad or illegible tvilting, by 
incidents whtchtfltave occurred, or are easily 
supposablev in te^ life. My poor old mastery 
against whole %emory I cherish no malice, 
notwithstanding his frequent fustigation of my 
youthful knuckles, when he despaired of my pro- 
fiting either by the unctioiyc9i*his precepts or the 
sore application of hk i^der, endeavoured to 
fdghten mejnto aiien%ient by esLani^es. He 
oompoeed ""Qli: my use a digested chromde of 
Ga8iutltiea^:vi^ch had be&Uen those who p^rpe^ 



•"» 



.f. 



TBMM70HT8 ON HAND-W&ITm«. 3? 

tmted unseemly scrawls ; ood, after the maiwei: 
of Swift, entitled his tracts << God's revenge 
against Cacography." I liave long since l<)st 
the precious gift ; but I have not forgotten all 
the legends it contained. 

The tale is old of the English gentleman, who 
had procured for his friend a situation in the eev 
vice of the East India Company, and was put to 
unprofitable expense by misreading an epistle, in 
which the latter endeavoured to express his gra- 
titude. *' Having," said the absentee, ^' beea 
thus placed in a post, where I am sure of a regu- 
lar salary, imd have it in my power, while I enjoy 
heaJth, to lay up something every year to provide 
for the fiiture, I am not unmJndfiil of my bene- 
factor, aQd mean soon to send you an equmUerU*" 
Such a tescally hand did this grateftd Indian 
write, that the gentleman thought he meant soon 
to send him an elephani. He erected a large out- 
house for the unwieldy pet ; but never got any 
thing to put in it, except a little pot of sweet** 
meats, and an additiimal bundle of complimentsv 

Few who read the newspapers have not seen 
an anecdote of an amateur of queer animals, who 
sent an order to Africa fi>r two monkeys. The 
word two, as he wrote it, so much resembled t^ 
figures 100, that his literal and single-minded 
agent was somewhat perplexed in executing thin 
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commission, which compdled him to make war 
on the whole nation. And great was the natu- 
ralist's surprise and perplexity when he received 
a letter informing him, in mercantile phraseology, 
that 80 monkeys had heen shipped, as per copy 
of the hill of lading enclosed, and that his cor- 
respondent hoped to he ahle to execute the rest 
of the order in time for the next vessel. 

Many, too, must have read a story which ap- 
peared in the English newspapers, a few months 
«mce, of the distressful predicament into which 
a poor fisherman's wife was thrown, hy the re- 
ceipt of a letter from her hushand, who had heen 
absent from home, with several of his brethren, 
beyond the ordinary time. The honest man sta- 
ted, in piscatorial phrase, the causes of his deten- 
tion, and what luck he had met with in his fishing. 
But the conclusion of his bulletin, as spelled by 
his loving amphibious helpmate, was as follows : 
< I AM NO MORE ! ' The poor woman gazed awhile 
on this fiital official intelligence of her husband's 
demise, and then on her eleven now fatherless 
mfants ; and then she burst into a paroxysm of 
clamorous sorrow, which drew around her the 
consorts of seventeen other fishermen, who had 
departed in company with the deceased man. 
None of them could read ; but they caughtfrom 
the widow's broken lamentations the contents of 
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the sapernatural postscript } and taking it for 
granted that they had all been served in the same 
manner by the treacherous element, they all lifted 
up their voices, and the comers of their aprons, 
and made an ululation worthy of so many forsa- 
ken mermaids. In the words of the poet, they 
made '^ 4gh water in the sea," on whose margin 
they stood ; when one of the overseers of the 
poor, who came to the spot, alarmed by the ru- 
mour that the parish was like to be burthened 
with eighteen new widows and an hundred and 
odd parcel orphans, snatched the letter from the 
weeping Thetis, and silenced the grief of the 
company, by makmg out its conclusion correctly, 
which was, * I add no more,'^ 

There is a memorable passage in our annals« 
which must be familiar to those who have read 
the old chronicles and records of our early colo- 
nial history. I allude to the consternation into 
which the General Court of the Massachusetts 
and their associated settlements were throiKii, 
when their clerk read to them a letter from a 
worthy divine, purporting, that he addressed 
them, not as magistrates, but as a set of Indum 
Devils, The horror-stricken official paused in 
his prelection, aghast as was the clerk in Eng- 
land, — for whose proper psalm a wag had substi- 
tuted ' Chevy Chase,* when he came to the words 
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*• woful hunting.' He looked at tbe mannBcnpt 
again, and after a thorough examiBatioa, ex-* 
claimed, '' yea ! it is Indian Devils." A burst of 
indignation from the grave Sanhedrim, long, loud, 
and deep, followed this declaration. They would 
all have better brooked to have been called by the 
name of Baptists, Papists, or any oth^r pestilent 
heretics, than to be branded as the very heathen, 
whom they had themselves never scrupled to 
compliment by calling them children of Belze- 
bub. If I remember aright, the venerable Cotton 
Mather notes, in his biographies of the eminent 
divines of his day, that the innocent offender was, 
in this instance, roughly handled by the secular 
arm of justice, for insulting the dignitaries both 
of church and state, before he had opportunity 
of convincing his brother dignitaries that the 
offensive epithet, Indian Devils, was a pure mis- 
take in their manner of reading his epistle* 
inasmuch as he had meant to employ the more 
harmless phrase, Indimduah, The apology was 
accepted ; though I observe that the latter word 
is, at present, deemed impoUte, if not actionable, 
in Kentucky ; and is as provoking to a citizen of 
that state, as it was to dame Quickly to be called 
a woman, aiid a thing to thank God on, by Sir 
John Falstaff. 



THOUGHTS ON HAND-WRITING. 41 

I knew a gentleman, who would haye been 
very well pleased to have received a lucrative 
appointment, in a certain state of the union ; 
because his patrimony was nought, and his pro- 
fessional profits, to speak mathematically, were 
less. His joy was unbounded, therefore, on 
reading a letter from a very great man, who 
wrote a very little and a very bad hand, respon- 
sive to his application for the post which he 
coveted. He deciphered enough of the letter to 
make out, that many were soliciting the statitm 
for which he had applied, and that hia testimo- 
nials had been received. But the concluding 
sentence was, that from the favourable augury 
of which the young ambition of the aspirant ran 
at once, in imagination, to the tup of its ladder. 
^Though latt^not leasV^^were the cabalistic words, 
by the virtue of which he founded many Spanish 
castles; destined, alas! like those of Arabian 
enchantment, to vanish or fiy away, at the speU 
of a more powerful magician, or the loss of the 
talisman which summoned the genii to erect 
them. He might have launched into dangerous 
prodigality, on the strength of his anticipated 
promotion, if a friend had not succeeded in con* 
vincing him, that the flourish with which the 
great man had terminated his honourable scrawl, 
if it was not a verse from the Koran, in the 

D * 
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Arabic character, mnst have been meant for that 
very insignificant and unfruitful ezpreBsion,-^ 
** Yours, in hatte.** 

No executive sunshine ever beamed on him. > 

But being of a philosophic turn of mind, he de- 
voted much of his time, for some years after his 
disappointment, to an analysis of the precise 
meaning of these three unlucky words, and read 
all the writers on our language, from the Diver- 
sions of Purley to the last wonderful discoveries 
on the subject, made in this country. I suppose 
that he past his time pleasantly in these re- 
searches, but not, I should think, very profitably: 
for the only result of all his reading, which I 
ever heard him utter, was, that * yours, in haste,' ' 

is a most unphilosophical, ungrammatical, and 
nonsensical expression, involving a confusion of 
time, place, and circumstance. He said, it was 
a sorites of bulls ; a metaphysical absurdity ; a 
moral insult to good sense and good foeling; 
and that he never would continue a correspon- 
dence with any person who had used it in ad- 
dressing him. 

It is very easy to conceive what sad conse- 
quences may result in afiairs of love and matri- 
mony, from careless scribbling, by which ideas 
may be suggested, directly the reverse of those 
intended to be expressed by the writer. In 
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insiiroating the delicate queetion orally, much 
ambiguity may be allowed for, on the score of 
anxiety and embarrassment : and it has always 
beein understood, that the lady's answer, Mke a 
certain character in algebra, which combines the 
positive and negative signs, must be inteipreted 
by accompanying circumstances ; or rather, that 
it is like the adverb of answer, in some of the 
dead languages, which is both yea and nay, ajad 
requires an inclination of the head, or the ex- 
pression of the countenance, to make it mtelligi- 
ble. Lawyers say, too, that it is difficult, in 
many cases, to prove a verbal promise of mar- 
riage. But equivocal writing has not the advan- 
tage of being illustrated by tone, glance, feature, 
or attitude, and may lead to very dangerous 
consequences. 

In that department of the post-office, of which 
Cupid is master, the mails should contain only 
perfbmed and gilt-edge billets, written in fair, 
soft, legible characters, like the correspondence 
of Julie and St. Preux, as conducted by their in- 
spired amanuensis. I have written a narrativts 
of the evils which befell one of the best of men, 
from an accidental obscurity in his manuscript, 
to which I merely meant these remarks as an 
introduction. I perceive they have run to a 
greater extent than I had anticipated. For this 
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reason, but more particularly because I would 
not encourage fraud or deception in any form or 
under any pretext, I will not even hint at the 
possible advantages which may flow from bad or 
ambiguous hand-writings. 

I can conceive no instance in which sound mo- 
rality will tolerate the commission of* such a 
thing, with malice aforethought, or from sheer 
carelessness ; unless it be, where the ingenuity 
of the writer is taxed for common-place compli- 
mentary flourishes, or at the conclusion of an 
epistle. It is sometimes a very perplexing thing 
to make a proper obeisance at the end of a letter, 
when we are at a little loss about etiquette, or 
fear to be too formal or too familiar, too cold or 
too tender. Whether an imitation of the Chi- 
nese or the Sanscrit characters may be employed 
with propriety, in any such dilemma, is a case of 
conscience, which I will not imdertake to decide. 
I must refer the reader to an excellent work by 
Mrs. Opie, with a most unfashionable name ; and 
if such an evasion is not classed by her among 
the peccadilloes which she has denounced, it may 
be safely resorted to by the most scrupulous pre- 
cisian. 
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A tale, 
MORAL AN1> CBIEOGIIAPBICAL. 

r 

Ok Ms paternal acres near the yiUage of New- 
Rocfadle, and within twenty miles of the city 
of New- York, at a short distance from Long 
Island Sound, lived, and still lives, my excellent 
old fiiend, Adam Adrian Yfellecour. He is, as 
his name and residence at once announce to all 
who have any skill in our local antiquities, a de- 
scendant of those hrave and pious Huguenots, the 
Puritans of France, who emigrated to New- York 
during the reign of Louis XIV. 

The New-Rocfaelle colonists, like most of the 
other New-York descendants of the Huguenots, 
have married and intermarried, first with their 
Dutch, and afterwards with their Englie^ neigh- 
bours, until their language and most of their na- 
ttonal peculiarities have disappeared. Their very 
names have taken an Enghsh sound; some of 
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them have, indeed, actually transmigrated into 

regular English and Dutch appellations, hy one 

/ odd orthographical metempsychosis or other. 

' Thus the minstrel name of Querault has been 

i Anglified into Carrow; and the matter-of-fact 

\ Dutch-sounding cognomen of Haashroock, pre- 

V serves the only traces of the chivalric aristocracy 

of the high-bom Asbroques of St. Remy. Still 

the nice observer may detect the blood of the old 

French Calvinists in their progeny, by a certain 

mobility of feature, liveliness of expression, rest- 

\ lessness, vehemence and rapidity of gesticulation, 

-*and often, also, by their buoyant and mercurial 

/ cheerfulness, and the sharp foreign accent which 

^ marks their laugh. 

Some few, too, of those of gentle blood, and 
higher education, still preserve traditions of the 
fondness with which their grandsires used to 
speak of notre chire pairie ; and affectionately 
or proudly cling to the names and armorial bear- 
ings of their families ; preserving a little of the 
language of their fathers, half anglicised and half 
antiquated, as they spoke it ; with some of the 
domestic habits, and much of the ceremonious 
politeness of the old school of French manners ; 
the whole ennobled by not a few traces of that 
high spirit of mixed religious and chivalric feel- 
ing which graced the old Huguenot character. 
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ETen such a one is the excellent Mr. De Viel- 
lecoiir; — kind-hearted, liberal, cheerful,— of the 
most sensitive honour, and the most exact and 
punctilious courtesy. Alas! that so kind and 
so noble a heart should have been almost broken, 
by a basket of quinces, and a flourish of pen- 
manship at the end of a k ! 

He was bom somewhere about the year 1760 ; 
and had receive his early education, and learned 
the rudiments of religion and politeness under 
the good M. Carle, the pastor of the French 
church in New- York. He had afterwards studied 
his latin on Long Island, according to the most 
approved methods of Eton and Westminster, 
under the learned Dr. Cutting, of Horatian and 
vapulative memory. 

The revolution, in which he was too young to 
take any active part, broke up all his plans of 
study, and projects of professional and commer- 
cial pursuits. On the death of his father, soon 
after the peace, he inherited a decent competence, 
upon which he lived contentedly in single bless- 
edness. 

How this happened to a man so polite, so 
tender-hearted, and so fond of female society, I 
do not exactly know. My aunt has indeed given 
me occasional broken and mysterious hints of 
his devoted attachment in early youth, to a lady. 
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like himself, of French descent, who was then at 
the celebrated boarding-school of Mademoiselle 
Blanche Piot, in the city of New- York; how 
TOWS were ezchangedi and true fiuth plighted 
before heaven. But the lady was a catholiC'^ 
sincere, fervent, and devoted. The lover could 
not be false to the creed for which his ancestors 
had bled on the walls c^ Rochelle, and had been 
hunted like wild beasts through the mountains 
of the Cevennes, by the dragoons of Louvois* 
I never could make out the rest of the story* 
But the lady is now abbess of a convent of Sis- 
ters of Charity, somewhere in Lower Canada; 
and the lover is still a bachebr at New-Rochelle. 
Thene did he live, when I first knew him, in aU 
the comfort which a bachelor country gentleman 
can enjoy. Nothing could be more trim, or in 
better order than his little farm, orchard, and 
garden ; and though French in most of his tastes 
and habits, the precise neatness of his house 
gave sufficient evidence that his maternal Dutch 
blood had the complete mastery in regard to all 
household matters. 

His habitual temperance, gaiety of disposition, 
and innocence of life, had been rewarded with a 
healthy and vigorous old age. His light and 
slender figure was unbent by years ; his step firm 
and active ; and the smooth, boyish ruddiness of 
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his cheek, and the quick sparkle of his black eye, 
contrasted oddly enough with his grey haiis, 
sharp features, and wrinkled brow: while the 
brisk vivacity of his manner formed just as whim^ 
sical an incongruity with the elaborate formality 
of his politeness. 

Over the mantel-piece of his common dining- 
room, (his saile'drmang^er, as he loved to call it,) 
hung the arms of the Viellecours, from the 
herald's office at Toulouse, resplendent in all the 
pomp of red, blue, black and gold blazonry. Be^ 
neath this was habitually suspended an antique 
sword, of formidable length, and admirable work- 
manship. It claimed to be a rapier of the age 
of Francis I. and its curiously worked and em< 
bossed basket hilt, and other ornaments of the 
sheath, were worthy of the hand of Cellini 
himself. This sword had been borne on the 
thigh of many a gallant soldier of the Viellecour 
family; and there was, moreover, a tradition, 
(for which, however, I cannot vouch,) that it was 
the identical weapon with which the Protestant 
amazon, Margot de Lacy, defended the ramparts 
of Montelimart on the breach, killed Count 
Ludovic with her own hands, and repulsed the 
besiegers, leaving her right Bxm on the spot where 
she had acquired so much glory. 
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His little library contained several reliqnes, 
brought from his chire patrie^ by his great grand- 
fether, le Sieur Santerre de Viellecour. There 
stood, armed in its massive and embossed boards 
and brazen clasps, the old family bible ; a book 
of which even those famous bible collectors, Earl 
Spencer and the Duke of Sussex, might envy 
him the possession. It was a noble, large-paper 
copy of Stephens' first edition of Calvin's French 
bible, containing that beautiful preface, in which 
the great reformer, throwing off his scholastic 
dignity with his latin, pours out his whole soul, 
and speaks the true language of the heart, in 
touching and racy old French. Then there was 
a grand worm-eaten folio of Boileau, with the 
spirited engravings of Picart. There too stood 
—the source of all his woe — ^the " Art tPicrire 
par Jtf. Ft/iemom, maUre icrefoam juri ;" a 
superb system of penmanship, by the writing- 
master of '^ Monseigneur le Grand Dauphin.'* 
Therein were to be seen samples of the hands of 
IZofymtfie, and iZoruie, and Hdi^Usardt^ and CouUe : 
and there too was unfolded the analysis of all 
letters, into pleku and dMif^ and Hatons: and 
there were Cadeauxy and TraUt de plume, and 
Parapkes, which might have defied even the late 
Emperor Alexander, that prince of all chirogra- 
phical flourishers, to have imitated. This book, 
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firom his boyhood, had been the subject of the 
study and admiration of our hero; it was his 
youth's employment, and his age's charm. He 
used to maintain that all the English and Yankee 
systems of penmanship, from Dilworth to Jack- 
son and Hewett, were stolen from that of his 
author. On this theme he could discourse by the 
hour, most fluently and eloquently ; and the fruits 
of his theory he displayed in a stately, elaborate, 
flourished old French hand, which would have 
done honour to the great Yillemain himself; 
although to an English eye, his S's, and his Y's, 
and his K's, defied all deciphering. 

In that old book-case, too, stood the stout 
quartos of Duhamel, and the Maiton Riutique^ 
those great treasures of antiquated georgics. 
Their piecepu carried with them an authority, 
and their language had a charm for him, which 
made him look with utter contempt upon Curtis, 
and Mawe, and Mac Mahon, and Forsyth, and 
Cobbett, and the whole tribe of modem English 
didactic gardeners. Nor did thU knowledge end 
in mere speculation. lU fruits, also, were visi- 
ble, in the mellow hangings of many an acre of 
peach orchard, pear orchard, and apple orchard ; 
to say nothing of his well stocked baue^couTy re- 
gulated by the precepts of the Jtfouon RusHguey 
or of divers variegated little parterres of flowers 
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and box, on the model of those of old Versailles, 
as pictured in the same volmnes. 

But his hobby of hobbies was his quince orch- 
ard. From some caprice, or, as my aunt used to 
hint, from some cherished associations of pure 
youthful TOWS, whispered by moonlight under the 
lowly shade of a spreading quince tree, in a gar* 
den in Wall Street, out of the sight of M'selle 
Blanche Piot, he had acquired an affection for 
this crabbed, astringent, and ungainly fruit, which 
a German metaphysical novelist would have con'- 
▼erted into a natural idiosyncrasy. Mr. VieSecout 
had studied the history of the quince, and its halnts 
and uses, from its first wild growth on the rocky 
jbftnks of its native Danube, to its State of gc4d»i 
perfection on the sunny Tagus. He had collected 
its varieties from^ aJl quarters, and had even (a 
new promotion for this unassuming fhiit,) graibed 
it upon every stock with which its relation to the 
gpreat family of pears could authori2e it to claim 
an aUiance.* 



* BotaniBts "V«ll knaiw hovr long it wu undecided among the 
Ugkta of the seienca, vAiether a quinee was an apple or a pear, 
and whether apples are pears, or pears, apples ; but, I believe, 
according to the latest and most approved classification, they are 
oil comprehended andet the great genos of Pytin or Fears. 
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His success was equal to his merits. *Hi8 
quinces were the wonder of the whole ''East 
River side" of the country : and their fame had 
been spread, far and wide, by many an annual 
offering to his city friends ; sometimes presented 
to good housekeepers, upon whose skill in con- 
fectionary he could rely to do justice to his 
quinces, in their native beauty; while to humbler 
friends, and brother bachelors, they were sent in 
marmalades and confitures of divers names and 
various confection, and in liqueurs of the most 
delicate flavour and recondite chemistry. 

How frail are the hopes of man ! From those 
beloved quinces — ^from that fair, flourished hand- 
writing, sprung the sorrows which bowed down 
thine age, and drove thee to wander forth-^^but 
I must not anticipate my story. 

There was another family of quinces, of a 
different kind, which had been transplanted into 
his vicinity, about a year before the perplexities 
ensued, which I have undertaken to narrate. In 
or near this same township of New-Rochelle, 
about a mile from Mr. Viellecour's dwelling, a 
family of Yankees was found ; as many Yan- 
kees there be everywhere, both from Connecti- 
cut, Rhode Island, and the Bay-state ; with others 
of low degree, from Martha's Vineyard, Block 
Island, Sagadahoc, and all along shore. It is 
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a way tliey have, the iuuv^tbaI Yuikee nation, 
of being everywhere ; and, in truth, they may 
^eneraUy be eaid to he the salt of the earth. 
But this sraall detachment proved a great mcon- 
v^nence and mortification to my worthy frigid, 
as I diall presently have occasion to show. 

What induced the Pecks to leave Bridgeport, 
and ^' im|Mrove" a farm at New-Rochelle, after 
the death of old Epenetus Peck> I am not Yan- 
kee enough to guess. I have heard of a slander 
suit, which Zephaniah Cobb talked of bringing 
against old Mrs. Peck, if she did not '< clear out'* 
of the '^ Borough." But this may be scandal; 
as the vicinity is famous for its domestic manufho* 
tore of that article, of which I believe most 
attornies think the encouragement a part of the 
great " American system." 

However this may be, it is certain that the 
widow Peck, her daughter Miss Peck a young 
lady of a most uncertain age, and her nephew, 
Plutarch Peck, kept house together, and took 
boarders at the place I have designated. The 
defimct Epoi^us, after many years of ingenious 
but unsuccessful enterprise, in all arts, trades, 
and occi^ations, regular and irregular, towards 
the end of a life whose experience had made him 
knowing in all the ways of man, had received, 
firom certain monied corporations, some honorary 
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gratukoos pecmiiary compliments, for Ins disiit* 
terested services in the purlieus of certain legiti*^ 
lative assemblies. This sum he had invested in 
stock, in the names of his consort and the first 
pledge of her affection, the fair Abishag; soon 
after which he died insolvent. Platarch's lather 
was lost at sea. Plutarch said of himself, that 
he '^ had been to college :" and he unquestion- 
ably had been at the Norwalk Academy. He 
was studying law, teaching school, and keeping 
accounts for a Dutch grocer; besides editing 
one of the county papers, entitled the ^ Cataract 
of Freedom," and at leisure intervals superin* 
tending the agricultural and pecuniary intetests 
c^ the family. He was an aspiring young mm $ 
and betrayed a pruriency to cut a dash, wherever 
he thought an opportunity ofiered. Of him I 
meed say no more at present. Nor is it my pur* 
1^000 to enter into any details of the character 
and private history of old Aunt Peck, as Phztarch 
used to call her. They are uninteresting, and 
the family is litigious. Of Abishag or Miss Peek, 
kst presented to my mind, and now painted ait 
fun length upon the retina of my mental eye, it 
may be ess^itial to ]B«iti(Mi a few dtaiaeteiis- 
tioB. In respect of matrimony, and rumours of 
matnmoay,8he strongly resen^led the illustrious 
Betsey of England ; and deserved as little as 
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that '' imperial votress," the imputation of pass- 
ing through life, 

t< In maiden meditation, fkncy free.*' 

She had remained, as I have hinted, for an un- 
ascertainahle time, mistress of herself, unincum- 
bered with a husband. Whether she really 
thought the poet wrong, who says that " earthlier 
happier is the rose distilled,'^ etc. may admit of a 
doubt. She had long had a fondness, nay, it may 
be termed a rage, for making people believe, (and 
herself, too, among the rest,) that she was con- 
stantly solicited to become a bride. In sober 
truth, shrewd, sagacious, and matter-of-fact as 
she was in all things else, touching this affair of 
marriage, she was subject to strange hallucina- 
tions. Her imagination was (if we may speak 
poetically,) redolent of matrimony. The ideal 
husbands which filled her mind were indeed not 
exactly such as haply may sometimes flit across 
the day-dreams of youthful beauty, brave, and 
young, and handsome — all glowing with the 
purple light of love, and breathing truth and fer- 
vent constancy. Hers were sober and comfort- 
able visions of snug establishments, sprucely 
painted two-story houses, with well-papered 
parlours and nice kitchens— huge stores of house- 
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hold liaeii'-Hnen s^nrants and maid servajita — 
one-horse chaises or trim Jersey-built waggons, 
and, by way of necessary appendage, some re- 
spectable helpmate, with a good thriving business, 
or a round and regularly paid salary. Thus it 
happened that from tune to time the whole 
Mghbourhood was informed, of what she more 
then half believed faierself, that offers had been 
nade for her hand, now by a medical doctor at 
Mamaroneck— BOW by a reverend professor at 
New-Haven— 'now by a rich widower apothecary 
in the Bowery — ^now by an old Dutch dominie, 
on the North River— and now by young Mr. 
Rubric, fresh from the Episcopal Seminary, at 
New- York, whme first clerical bands her own 
ftogern had hemmed. The said reverend and me- 
dical decors, the dominie, the apothecary, and 
young Mr. RuMc, meanwhile, remaining not 
only innocent oi all amorous intention, but utterly 
%nonuit of all rumours thereof. 

Of her personal charms it is best not to say 
much. Could she have been preserved for ever, 
as riie had been for so many years, she would 
have supplied the desideratum of a standard of 
long measure, and saved a learned secretary of 
state, professors of colleges, and revisers of laws, 
many a long report, as she was perfectly straight, 
and exactly five feet, eleven inches, and eleven 
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lines high, when unhosed, unbnskined, and un- 
bonneted. Time had not rubbed off nor rounded 
the acute angularity of her features, or the dis- 
tinct rigidity of her articulation. There was aa 
irresistibly extortionate air in her countenance^ 
when she wanted to get all the facts out of every 
body ; and it exhibited an arithmetical precision, 
when she was in a contemplative mood, which 
showed that she had added up her ideas, and 
carried nine. Her defunct papa, among his in- 
numerable avocations, had been an agent for 
selling Pomeroy's Universal Patent Catholicon. 
From him she inherited a great taste for quack- 
ery ; or, as her mama called it, a genius for me- 
dicine ; and she preferred giving away, not only 
her recipes, but her nostrums, to letting her hand 
get out of practice. 

Gentle Reader ! If these outlines are coarse, ' 
they are graphic. If the portrait is vulgar, the 
original is one of God's creatures, and. acme of 
mine. I know, and I love, nay, where it is un- 
affected, I adore, the fastidiousness of this ex- 
quisite age. But if we are to paint only beautiful 
forms, I wish the Harrisburgh Convention would 
contrive some protection against time and the 
elements, and the perpetuation of those ugly 
family likenesses, which do so play the mischief 
with the line of beauty. 
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It would have been strange if these Pecks had 
lived for a year within a mile of the residence of 
my ^imable frigid, without patching, or, as I 
may more correctly say, scratching an acquaint- 
ance with him. There ciertainly was no chemi- 
cal affinity between the parties ; but the oil and 
the vinegar met, if they did not coalesce. The 
Pecks were related to the family of Lawyer 
BuU, in whose black-eyed daughter Betsey, Mr. 
Viellecour had always shown an interest from 
her infancy ; either because something about her 
put him in mind of others whom he had loved, 
or because it gave him pleasure to watch the 
developement of grace and proportion, even in a 
bouncing rustic beauty. This, by the way, to- 
gether with a new year's gift to her of a gilt 
Telemaque and Bliss's Talisman, was enough 
to lead some wise women to conjecture aloud, 
that he meant to make bouncing Betsey Bull his 
wife, and to pronounce him an old fool for think- 
ing of so disproportionate a match. It was, also, 
very convenient for these Pecks to borrow seeds, 
salads, sprouts and shoots from Mr. Viellecour ; 
and Plutarch was anxious to prevail on him to 
teach him French; but this task, the old gentle- 
man, with all his good nature and turbanity, 
absolutely and unequivocally refused to under- 
take. In return, the Pecks always stopt to enquire 
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titer his health ; and Plntaick would save him 
the troable of going to the postoflSloe for his 
newspapers, which he took home first to read 
himself; and, after having poured forth their 
contents on the county, in the <' Cataract of 
Freedom," he would then return them to their 
owner, mangled by his editorial shears, and look- 
ing like spme inexplicable pattern for a lady's 
nocturnal head-gear, — always, however, relating 
to their owner the remarkable passages which he 
had cut out. 

It chanced that in the autumn of 183-, Mr. 
Viellecour was attacked by a fit of the rheuma- 
tism, from having injudiciously exposed himself 
to the night air, in his anxiety for the health of 
a favourite myrtle, which was menaced by the in- 
4icatioBs of an unexpected black frost* This 
fkct wa« soon known to the inquisitive and 
lengthy Abishag, who had a specific for that 
infliction, equally infallible for man and horse. 
She had tried it on both; as well as on a certain 
other animal, which a Kentucky editor of Lin- 
nmus would probably classify as a little of both, 
with a mixture of the bufiklo. I allude to a cer- 
tain nondescript Canada-GaUicised Irishman, who 
had been at board with Mrs. Peck for some 
weeks. And here it becomes necessary to men* 
tion such, authentic particulars of his life and 
habits, as have hitherto transpired. 
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He belongs to a genus of which every one 
knows nuNre or less, who has seen or heard aayw 
thing tof the phenomena, which, for the edifica- 
tion of monster-hunters and monster-gascers, have 
arisen, cuhmnated, and set, or more often ^ shot 
madly from their spheres," in. the horizon of 
New- York society, &x the last twenty years. 
Of this genus there aie several species, though 
the nature of each kind soon passeth away, and 
"goeth out" of fashion, and of remembrance. 
Yet, in their brief career, they have charmed 
female hearts, and turned wise brokers' heads. 
Such is the power of foreign tongues and foreign 
titles, foreign jewels and foreign jokes, foreign 
fashions and foreign fiddling. There is your 
heroic humbug, as your Waterloo general; 
your scientific humbug, such as you may me^ 
at the suppers of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society, or the soirees of some Mcecenas; your 
patriotic humbug, who has '^ left his country for 
his country's good," and such you may see every- 
where. There is your medical and your musical 
humbug ; your ecclesiastical humbug, your pe- 
dagogical humbug, your proselyte humbug, and 
your new-community humbug ; your phrenologi- 
cal humbug, your cuisimer humbug, your travel- 
led humbug, and your savage humbug. Last, 
though not least, there is the real, pure, natural. 
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ttnlicked, unlettered, unequivocal, unadorned, 
unadulterated, unsophistieated, unaccommodat- 
ed humbug ; or, as Lear says, ^ the real thing 
iteelf-^a poor, bare, forked aHimal," who, without 
education, knowledge, or manners — ^without 
tongues or travels, jewels or juggles, fashions or 
fiilsetto, grace or grammar, will make his way 
by the mere dint of sheer and monstrous lying 
— lyii^ which has neither the merit of invention 
or consisteiicy ; and is so essentially grotesque, 
that it seems easier to betieve it at once, than to 
believe that it has ever been believed. 

But to retura to Terence Mouhtjoy. He was 
an individual of the species last described. 
When he came to old Mrs. Peck to take board, 
he had on a Canada foraging cap, and a blue 
military frock, which had once been well befrog- 
ged and embroidered, fastened with hooks and 
eyes, with a well-worn and greasy standing col- 
lar, in front of which was displayed a dirty ruffle, 
with a diamond breast-pin glittering among its 
soiled imphcations. His neck was disguised in a 
black Wellington stock. His nether man was 
invested in a pair of buckskin breeches; to 
which integuments he was so partial, that he 
never changed them during his residence at the 
widow's. This might have arisen from his fond- 
ness for displaying the sturdy outline of his limbs ; 
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or, as he said himself, from the military habitt 
he had acquired in the Swiss cavalry. But 
Miss Peck; whose cariosity, as well as her duty 
as a bianchdsHUMe, led her occasionally to' over- 
haul his wardrobe, could never discover that 
there was any other garment provided for the 
protection of his inferior perscsi. She also re- 
marked some peculiarities about the marks of 
his ' linen, whdeb resembled erasures and various 
readings. This he* satisfactorily explained to 
Abishag, by stating that he had been obliged to 
rip out the crests and armorial bearings of his 
family, in order to preserve ImdncognUo, She 
also observed nothing in the shape of a waistcoat 
among his finery ; a deficiency, which, if it ex- 
isted, was supplied, or concealed, by his tight- 
bjpdied firock. I have said enough about Te- 
rence's apparel, but may add^ that he occasion- 
ally exchanged his fur-cap for a chapeau-bras, 
which looked as if it had seen hard duty, in the 
service of some Hessian general. 

This prepossessing wight informed IVIrs. Peck 
and Oo. on his arrival, that he was a nobleman 
incog, which he begged them not to mention, as 
it was a secret. He said he was a grand cross 
of the holy iron «$loman canon of Austria ; hi 
proof of which he exhibited a dirty orange tawny 
colored ribband with a whitish border, to which 
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was tttacfaed a watch key in the shape of a 
hmrp* He was, he said, a Frenchman, thou|^ 
bam in Ireland ; and was no less a person than 
the Duke of Marseilles; had heen possessed 
of immense estates in Normandy, where he 
owned' a chateau of white marble, as long as the 
State Prison. But, on the return of the JBoorbinis, 
his estates were confisca;ted, and he fled to Ire- 
land to the protection of his uncle, the Arch- 
bishop of Munster, in whose palace he was 
coiicealed for some time, until his residence was 
betrayed to the new French ministry, by the 
Elector of Denmark; and an officer of the In- 
quisition was sent to demand his person from the 
English government. In this extremity he was 
obliged to accept the hospitable invitation of his 
old military friend, the Governor of Botany Bay. 
Under his auspices he sojourned for a time in 
tranquillity ; but he soon became weary of the 
monotony of that pastoral district—- felt the want 
of literary and " iUigant" society, and grew tired 
of eating nothing but kangaroos. Avoiding the 
sorrows of parting, and the ceremonious polite- 
ness of his Excellency and suite, he took private 
passage for Canada, where he had friends in high 
places. An office of great importance was about 
to be conferred upon him there, when an un^r- 
tunate affiiir of honour, with an aid-de-camp of 



AMD HIS NEIGHBOURS. 65 

the Lord Lieutenant, compelled him to make a 
precipitate flight from the vice-regal court. He 
was daily expecting remittances from his French 
estates, which were to arrive at New- York in a 
seventy-four; and meanwhile he wished to re- 
main in rural and unostentatious retirement. 

Such was the account given of himself hy 
Terence, at divers times, and with divers varia- 
tions. If any one should wonder that Mrs. Peck 
and her daughter, who were no fools, gave it 
credit, let them remember that equally gross 
stuff has been swallowed by people, who pass for 
intelligent, when enforced by imperturbable impu- 
dence; and illustrated by a rag, a ribband, or five 
dollars worth of paste jewels. When weeks 
passed on, and neither the seventy-four nor the 
remittances were heard of, and when the grand 
cross fell sick with the rheumatism, the Reverend 
Doctor Peck, a brother-in-law of the old lady, 
and who had just arrived on a visit at her house, 
strongly advised her to make him raise the wind 
by hypothecating his diamonds, or else avoid the 
premises. But he found an advocate not only in 
Abishag, who wanted to make a thorough expe- 
riment on his system, with her specific, but in 
Plutarch, to whom he was teaching French; 
a language which Duke Terence had picked up 
enough of at Montreal and Quebec to speak 

F* 
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with unheBitating jAttaicy,in a Boadescript patM 
pronunciation, and a genteel negligence of gram* 
mar; and, moreoyer, could write upon occasion, 
in an orthography, which, if it waa not that of 
Voltaire, or of the Academy, had the superior 
merit of perfect originality. Under his instruc- 
tions, the ambitious juvenal soon felt himself 
sufficiently accomplished in the Parisian dialect, 
to venture to say to Mr. Viellecour, when he 
carried him his Aunt's nostrum, — ^^ Je wufs ap- 
pronder parly frtmcy he ang too," The last of 
this gibberish sounded so much like— and be 
hanged to you, that my respectable friend thought 
it an expression of anger, for his having refused 
to initiate Plutarch into the language of love, 
diplomacy, tactics, and fashion. But, with his 
usual politeness, he wished him success in his 
studies, and accepted the prescription. 

I have now, perhaps somewhat tediously, 
furnished the intelligent reader with a key to the 
ensuing correspondence, which I can assure him 
is genuine. I have taken no liberties with either 
the style or orthography of any of the letters, 
except in supplying the necessary words, when 
a torn seal, or worn-out fold, has occasioned a 
laeune in the MSS. 

Whether the disease was slight, or the remedy 
efficient, or the cure had been really achieved by 
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patience and flanoel,MT. VieUeconr found himself 
so much better, in a few weeks, that his polite- 
ness led him to express his thanks to his bene- 
factress, and to accompany his letter with a 
present of quinces ; both which were despatched 
by a servant. The former ran thus : 

** Beloonr Grove, December 26, lS3r-~. 

"Fair Lady! 

'' I pray your forgiyeness for not having be- 
fore thrown myself at your feet. I had flattered 
myself that I should had the felicity of kissing 
your fair hands, on Christmas eve. But I was 
engaged with my builder, Mr. Plumline, who 
waited on me with plans and contracts for the 
new kitchen, and the two additional bed-rooms 
to my mansion. 

** I have sent you by the bearer a basket of 
yellow Portugal pear quinces, true court-pendiu. 
He will also inform you of the happy and blessed 
effects of the medicine, which you so amiably 
and kindly sent me; which happy result I 
ascribe, under Providence, as much to the charm 
of the long and taper fingers which compounded 
and prepared it, and to the benevolent spirit 
which presided over its administration, as to its 
intrinsic virtues* Be pleased to receive, with 
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your wonted condescension, this golden fruit; 
and I earnestly pray you therewith to accept my 

'* With the tenderest regard, 

" I have the honour to he, 
" Madam, 
" Your most devoted friend and servant, 

"ADAM ADRIAN DE VIELLECOUR.'' 



" P. S. This fruit, I hope, is of good quality, as 
it is of choice stock. Autumn has mellowed its 
juices, but not, I trust, lessened its flavour. Yet 
I hope that next year's fruit will surpass this by 
far, if Vertumnus and Pomona will smile on their 
poor, devoted worshipper." 

Having discharged his conscience of this debt 
of gratitude, the old gentleman felt himself com- 
fortable and satisfied, except that he waited with 
a little restless anxiety for the arrival of some 
articles which he had written for to town, and 
which he intended to bestow as holiday presents, 
on Betsey Bull, his god-daughter Emily, and 
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eoiae olher yomUiil foTourites. Pkitaich Peck 
h«d Met off Bome dnys before on an electioneer- 
ing expedition. One of the candidates returned 
to the lower branch of the Legislature at the 
general election for the county, having died, a 
special election waa ord^ed by the Governor's 
proclamation, to supply the vacancy. This was 
a relief to Mr. Viellecour, who rarely had known 
a day pass, for a long time, without having his 
meditations interrupted by the smirking, priggish, 
physiognomy, and nasal twang of .this Caleb 
Quotem of the neighbourhood. He was there- 
fore at his ease ; and his soul, like that of the 
rich man in the parable, might be said to be 
merry within him ; when, on the second morning 
^er writing his epistle, his old black servant 
entered with an air of astonishment, and a package 
of letters, which seemed the contents of a whole 
mail ; announcing, in faltering accents, that Mr* 
Peck's boy John was in the hall, and would 
wait for an answer. I shall not pay the reader 
so poor a compliment as not to leave to his ima- 
gination the effect which a perusal of these do- 
cuments, awkward in shape and voluminous in 
contents, produced on him they were written at, 
as he deciphered and pondered on them, for two 
long hours, in dreamy surprise and confusion, 
while John was ** waiting for an answer." Nor 
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aitei^ what has been tfbove deiililed coiveeriKllig 
Mr. V.*8 penmanship, and the matrimonial -delu* 
sions of the amiable and angular AbiBhag*, ^ill 
any explanation be wanted of the manner in 
which the old gentleman's cordial return of 
" hearty thanks," became transformed in the eyes 
of the fond lair and her kindred, into a fervent 
tender of " heart and hand." 

The first he opened was from the fair Miss 
Peck herself. 

New Rochelle, December ^8tJb. 
- .Dear Sir, 

"Yours of the 24th came duly t6 hand. 
The quinces were in good 6rder. Though rathe# 
late for this year's sweetmeats, 1 hope to turti 
them to account. I am glad to hear that thb 
medicine had, under Heaven, so agreeable an 
effect. You may discontinue taking it more thali 
five times a day, after a week. Touching your 
proposals for my heart and hand, I have agreed, 
on consideration, and advising With oiir people, 
to accept thereof. I fervently trust We may 
enjoy long and prosperous years, in all that makes 
the marriage state happy ; my best endeavours 
whereunto shall not be wanting. My revered 
uncle, the Reverend -Epaphroditus Peck, D.D. 
with whose entire approbatiofi I have taken this 
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awfiil fltep, being, as you know, on a visit to 
my mama, and being obliged to attend the open- 
ing of the Monongahela College, where he is 
Professor [of the ancient and modem languages, 
geography, history, nuneralogy, composition, 
political (economy and elocuticm.]* On the 15th 
of next month, it wiU be most pleasing to the 
family to have the ceremony performed by him 
dmring his stay* Ma has no objecticois ; and can 
have every thing ready against that time. Amit 
Biddy, micle Cyrenus, and their people, will be 
here from Stonmgton, in season for certain. My 
dear nephew, the Honourable Plutarch Peck, 
who, I think, would be a suitable man for one of 
your attendants, must be at the Assembly there, 
up to Albany, the very first day of session ; which 
also is another powerful reason for not suffering 
any delay in this business of ours. 

" Your sincere friend and well-wisher, 

" ABISHAG P. PECK.w 

" P. S. Do not go to any unnecessary expense 
about the wedding suit. The olive-coloured coat 
you wore, when we heard uncle Epapbroditus 



* The words in brackets are interliaeil kr the Rev. Mr. Peck's 
own hand-writiog; who seems also to have occasionally corrected 
the spelling or some long words. 
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preach that powerful sermon from Jereibiah*« 
Lamentations, two sabbaths a^ o, will do v^ 
well, with a new velvet collar. Perhapa jkm 
might get the old metal buttons covered, if* they 
are any ways msty, which I did not observe. 

2. Ma has sent by cousin Jehosaphat, as he 
goes through Danbury, to invite the judge and 
the general and the doctor. 

3. Uncle Josiah and the judge and the gene* 
ral and the doctor and their folks, can tarry at 
your house on the night of the solemn occasion. 
If you are short of beds, Colonel Guion will lend 
you some. 

4. Ma don't like dancing, ajs it would not do 
while my revered uncle, E. Peck, [D. D. etc.] is 
abiding under her roof. We can, however, have 
a supper. I know that 03rsters wiU be quite a 
treat to the judge and the general and the doe* 
tor, as they live such a ways back from shore. 
Perhaps if you watch the waggons, you can 
get some good ones cheap, over to Colonel 
Guion's. 

5. I like your notion about the two new bed- 
rooms; but wings on both sides would answer 
better. One will do, however, at present. An 
extension of the family may render another 
neoessaiy. But this business can be delayed 
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until afl€ff/1^ flolesEHi ceremony* In the mean- 
time I don't want yiou to med^e with the new 
kitchen. We can fix it better when I come. 

6. Of cQuree you- will have to go to York, to 
make some arrangements. When you go to buy 
the ring, (the string within is my measure,) caU 
oil' cousin Biod^tus, who deals more reag<Hiably 
than the Broadway jewellers. No. 417^ Chat- 
ham-street. We must stick by our kin. If you 
can conveniently give him a lift up- in your 
wagon, it would be rather genteel to ask him to 
be present on the solemn occasion." 

The next epistolary discharge was much 
shorter. It was from the matron, the yenerftble- 
old Mrs. Jerusha Peck. ^ 

"Dear Soi^-di'-law, 

*' I don't know as I have any objections in 
particular, to, letting you m&rry our Abishag. 
As far I know, having always bore a good cha- 
racter, and being a suitable match in age and 
di^oeition, asl am glad to hear your rheumatism 
ifi» better ; therefore, being moreover blessed in 
your worldly affairs, and a likely man, as brother 
Spaphroditus is here, and goiug away soon, I give 

G 
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my coDBent, wiUing that your wedding should 
tftke place to-morrow week, to our house. 
^^ I remain yoor loving friend, 

" JERUSHA PECK." 

The Reverend Doctor made up by his verbo- 
sity, for his sister's brevity. Here follows his 
epistle. 

t 
'* Dear Sir, 

<* Notwithstanding that you approximate to 
a septuagenarian antiquity, and are, therefore, by 
divers olympiads, my senior in longevity, the 
fiducial relation of my position to the Pecks, 
Browns, and Smiths, as also to our ccdlateral 
and maternal connexions, the Devotions, the 
Curtises, the Handys, the Peabodys, the Stones, 
the Bulls, and the Blossoms, in conjunction with 
the profound interest I feel in the destiny of my 
consobrinal niece, Abishag Pesbody Peck, justify 
me in approaching you in a tone, first of expos* 
tulation, and secondly of congratulation. 

I. I propose, therefore, first, to advise with 
you plainly, on the portentous and awful nature 
of the matrimonial contract ; on which subject, 
though you have arrived so near to that epocha, 
which the Scriptures indicate as the extreme 
goal of mortal existence, you can have little 
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practical experience ; as I am told you have, up 
to this date, declined taking unto yourself a 
lielpmate, and procrastinated a tender of your 
person to the other sex, until the female race 
might have exclaimed with the divine Tully — 
Quowque tandem^ CataMtuit paHenHA abutere nos- 
trd ? which may be facetiously rendered, " How 
long, O thou Cataline of an Adam, wilt thou 
abuse our patience ?" 

As that great man, the late President Styles, 
my particular friend, said to me on my first mar- 
riage, '* Brother Epaphroditus, though thou hast —' 
seemed a mysogynist, we find that thou art not a 
mysogamist ;" meaning, that though during my 
probationary tutorship, I had assiduously avoided 
the distractions of worldly amusements, I had, 
nevertheless, home in mind to fulfil the duties of 
a good christian, and a good citizen : so, nephew 
Adam, as I may jocularly call thee, anticipatorialy, 
I may rest my argument on the single authority 
of the great apostle to the Gentiles, who says, 
'^he that marrieth, doeth well," and say unto 
thee, '^ in marrying thou hast done well ; but in 
taking this tender lamb of my fold, thou hast 
done better. Yea, many have done well, but 
thou hast exceeded them all." Great is her 
experience in domestic ceccmomy. For eight 
hiatres, or forty years, commenoing with the 



76 MR. DSVI1SLI.KC017& 

ninth ftnniveraaiy of her nativity, that is tainyj 
fr(»n her ninth year, -has she heen diumaBy 
occupied, first with the conoenis of her paternal:, 
and afterwards of her maternal household. I 
have, during that period, known of her household 
practices. In house-keeping, cooking, and ail 
' things, she has conducted with great acceptance. 
Her temper is not at all ugly, i have never 
known her cross more than a week at a 
time. She will be a fortune to any man. Like 
Jael, she hath brought forth bitter in a lordly 
dish, and made a prey of divers colors of needle 
work, on both sides. I^ike the wise woman <^ 
old, she maketh fine Hnen, and selleth it tO:the 
merchant ; she girdeth her loins with strength ; 
therefore her husband-willbeknownitttfae.gates, 
and will sit among the elders of the land. Unto 
her may not be applied tkat witty saying of the 
-heathen ethnic-*— vorium et mutiabUe amnper 
foemiiM; whereof Dr. Styles used to 4Bay, that 
-it was bad grammar ; and that, moreover, the 
sentiment was erroneous. It is a providential 
coincidence, that as Abishag desceads-from th« 
veritable puritan ^ck, who established the -true 
iaHh on the iron-bound coast of New-Engkuui^ 
so you are an offshoot from the godfy^ stock of th« 
Protestant upholders ot- the fiiith in .FFaBc&$ 
though of whi<5fa of the three paxts of FraAoh 
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.Gtul I know not ; since Jnliiui Caesar, that great 
writer and distingoished general says-— Ommt 
€kUlia in ires parieM eH cfivifo. I presume that 
you are not unapprized, that your chums have 
superseded all consideration of the arma virum- 
que of a certain Hihemian Popish Ishmaelite. 
My niece Abishag has also been seriously thought 
of by our President, on my reccnunendation. 
He is only your senior by a few years ; and is not 
only a D. D. from the Burlington University, but 
an LL. D. front Dartmouth. 

II. I therefore proceed to my second head; 
but as the portion of paper, usually allotted to 
such exercises, is nearly exhausted, we are ne- 
cessiated, dear Adam, to limit ourselves to a 
felicitation and congratulation, on the joyful 
prospects opening themselves before you. As 
you look down the visto of futurity, you have a 
rod and a staff for your declining years ; and 
instead of descending into the tomb a solitary 
pilgrim, your monument will be bedewed with the 
tears of all those respectable families, the Pecks, 
Smiths, Browns, Curtises, Stones, Devotions, 
Peabodys, Handys, Bulls, and Blossoms : to all 
of whom, I doubt not, while your existence is 
mercifully prolonged, your house will literally 
prove a house of refuge ; the nakedness of whose 
poor connexions you will doubtless clothe, and to 

o* 
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oU wbQ8Q orphans jo^i iiir^l be a father. FiiiSy 
carUmae Adame, 

*' Your fneiid atid uncle, 

" EPAPHRODITUS X. PEOK.»> 

^' Poftscrifitum. — Abishag having thoughtfully 
Qhown roe her letter, I must request you to note 
what she touches on about my nephew Diodatu8« 
Many of her other suggestipns are precious, as 
indicating her cBconomical and prudent views of 
things. I shall remain, according to her request, 
to officiate at the solemnity. 

"E. X. P." 

The flourishing hand of Plutarch next caught 
our hero's eye, and with trembling fingers he 
opened his despatch. 

" Sawpitts, December 27th. 
" Mt dear old Add, 

*' I am glad to hear that Aunt Abishl^ has 
brought her hogs to so good a market. I sup- 
pose you know that the canvassers rejected 
six hundred votes; and I have got the certifi- 
cate. So I shall take my seat as one of the 
members from this county ; and you may 4epend 
upon me, my old fellow, fei any odd jobs M^ 
Albany. Though you have sever tui&ed out t^ 
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9Uf tEfdarags, I gaess I can ^ you tf»v^tt«4 <^ 
nu^or. At your time x>f life I think it would b^ 
only respectable £» poei o^d Aimt Abisha|r'8hu^ 
band to haye some title ; and that will answer as 
firell as any. I have im) objections tq accept your 
invitation to stay to the wedding ; thou^ I sbaJU 
lose three whole days of the Session; and there, 
you see, is nine dollars gone. By the by, I 
happen to want some loose change. I would 
thank you to let me have a trifle, say ^475, If 
you have not got it about you, please scribble 
your name on the back of the enclosed paper, and 
} can get it done. I shall be home to-morrow* 

'' Yours, in haaete, 

« PLUTARCH PECK." 

" P. S. By the way, you may as well back the 
paper, and send what loose cash you may have, 
besides. Cousin John will give you a receipt. 
You can't be alarmed about the security, as my 
Me is insured in the Life and Fire ; and though 
this is the first time I have got into the Assem- 
bly, I warrant you I'll be in Congress, and get 
made a judge, too, before you are seventy f and 
that's not long, you know.'* 

The last letter ii^ John's budget, wims most 
"j^xtepl^vifi m ^tward fiae fui4 shape, an4 ^P^ 
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peared to haive. been sealed vnth shoemaker's 
wax, bearing the impress of that brazen-faced 
Goddess of Liberty, whose effigy is delineated 
on the copper coin of this empire.. The character 
of the hand-writing is utterly indescribable. It 
was addressed thus, and such were its contents. 

" To Mr. Esquire A. A. VEAIXX)0R, 

Shay looi, upon his taret in iVeio Rachel. 

" To come to the pint, without making any 
da3rtoor, and, as we military men say, to make 
a riglar dayployay at once, soor le shom, youre 
no better than a neegur, and therefore I ask you 
for the satisfaction of a gintleman. Tho' born 
an exile from my native land, and expatryated 
from the French pierage, of which 1 am a here- 
ditterry member, though bom at Cork, where my 
honored father and mother were accidentally 
ingaged in bizness, in Monmouth Ally. Hay- 
ing by my valeur received the order of le grmid 
cannon de fare, from his Imparial and Royal 
Majesty, the Emperor of Whortemburg; and 
having, during my timporary incognito in Ame- 
rica, while teaching the French and the other 
polite languages of Europe, met with ginral ap- 
probation, and got certificates from the most 
distangay and sientifique pursonages, as well 
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vs ^m my ^ind, Fatber 0*Larkiii of MnntiysU ; 
ailflo from the principle of the Manhattan Aca* 



'' Regarding you, Mr. Yealcoor, as a man com 
e ibh, and also a bean garaoon, widi, if we were 
both married to Mamzelle Peck, neither of us 
coold be, without her being the widder of one 
or both of us, you will do me aensibile pkisir to 
meet me, »oor U ^som cPonaar. Make the timei9 
place, and weepons agreeable <to yourself. If I had 
known of the raisons for wjAiteiBg this biliydoo, 
before I hadfound out the caoseiof them, I should 
not insist upon this roundco«mt» taking pUMe» 
airly to monrow, back of the oM church that has 
been polled domm. H&iniig lost my pistles, when 
my trunk, with all the fiunily plates and jooels 
in it, .was drownded in Hell gate last summer, as 
also the tightil deeds of my French estates, by 
raison of wich I am keeped out of my patry- 
money, and hindered ftom appatKog like a gin- 
denan of the beaumont* Acoordingly, it will be 
very. agreeable, and it will he a &yor meriting 
my etumel gtatlytude, if you will be polite enuff 
to bring pistles, fipinds and doctors for 2» 

'^As i despise aJl insumyations about va^ 
porsenal attachment to old Miss Peck, being 
bottaimmed on her paltry three thousand 7 hund* 
deed in the Ai^k Bank, to show my geneKOsity 
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and soopareyority to all such marcynerry motives, 
I volunterryly offer to sacrifise to you my own 
free will and tender inclinatione, and 27 hund- 
dred dollars, gratus. This will he affected, hy 
our not fighting at all. Only you pay me a 
thousand dollars, and you may marry the old 
lady, and everything will he deranged a la marble. 
As I am obleeged to he off from this place 
an hour before I will receive your ansir, and am 
gone to morrow to my estates, I expect your 
retpofiwe, toody noeet, by the garson to reach me 
here. In the mane time, I have the honor to 
remain, my dear frind, 

" With the hiest consideration, 

'< Your most obedient sarvent, 

« TERANCE MOUNTJOY, 
'^ Grand -f- of the big Iron cannon of 
^* Whurteinhurg." 

^^ P. S. When we have deranged no pateet 
zqffures^ which will have been to the satisiac- 
shun of us all two, as I know you are too much 
of a gintleman to fob me off with the diity paper 
that's going here, and will doutless pay me off 
in York notes, for wichi can git the shiners, you 
may command my sarvices, to assist at your 
bridal rights. If the poor old neegur, Jack 
Davoiportyistoo sick with his roomytiz to fiddle 
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Upon the joyful occasion, I shall have no objec- 
tion to make some music myself. It shall pre- 
vent any suspicion of either of us being shot, 
when I will be seen there. And thus we will 
both draw ourselves out of this affiire, very illi- 
gantly." 

While, in perplexed amazement, Mr. Vielle- 
cour was deciphering the scrawl of his singular 
rival, a package, and other articles, were laid on 
his table, which had arrived by the stage ; as was 
also a letter, directed in a lack-a-daisical hand, 
and sealed with yellow wax, with a dying Cupid 
for a device. The parcels and band-boxes 
contained the bon-bons, knick-knacks, and 
dresses, about the arrival of which he had been 
inquiring every ten minutes, but a few hours 
before, with rather a fidgetty impatience. But, 
alas ! in his present frame of mind, the milk of 
his nature had lost its sweetness; and, with 
unusual testiness he swept from before him, at 
one buffet, the whole assortment of confectionary, 
literary, and millinery ware. Casting his eyes, 
however, on the superscription of the letter, a 
gleam of placid benevolence stole on his troubled 
features. '' Poor Adelle !" he exclaimed, instinc* 
tively putting his hand in his pocket, ^' what does 
she want now ?" 
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But, before opening Adelle's letter » it becomes 
imperiously necessary to tell who and what she 
was. Adelle Eloise Hbggins had been ^^left an 
orphan at an early age," in the vicinity of New- 
Rochelle. iSec parents were of French extrao- 
tion: but, by what process of etjrmological 
corruption her family name had become Hug- 
gins, or what it may originally have been, it is 
now impossible to conjecture. Twenty odd years 
before, Mr. Viellecour, anda few other benevolent 
spirits, had sent her to school, when she was 
twelve years old, to learn every thing, even the 
elementary principles of reading, writing, arith- 
metic, and plain-sewing. With more kindness 
than wisdom, they placed her under the care. of 
a lady who hod set up a new boarding-school, at 
a few miles distance, where she learnt to em.- 
bsoider, to make artificial flowers, and to read 
Charlotte Smith's novels, and Mrs. Radclifie's 
romances. After edifying by this course of in- 
struction for three years, it was distressing to 
Mr. Viellecour to find that she could neither, 
^ell correctly, nor cipher to any purpose. Her 
specimens of penmanship were truly horrible to 
the eye of any lover of regularity and neatness ; 
but to those of her patron, whose notions on the 
subject of calligrapb^ we have mentioned, the 
sight of them was absolutely an aU-uiiuttexable 



AICD HIS NKIOHBOVBS. * 85 

tortitre ; and when, with a view of ascertaining 
her progress in geography, he asked her where 
Paris was, she announced, without hesitation, 
that it was the capital of Rhode Island ;— she 
was instantly taken from school, and consigned 
to the tutelage of a lady who presided over a 
millinery shop in William-street, then the fash- 
ionable promenade of the New-York fair. Not 
without many tears did Mies Huggins enter 
upon this unromantic course of instruction. But 
time, who dries up rivers, dried up her tears; 
and she found soon that she really had a liking 
for the business. StiB, however, her early novd 
reading had impregnated her imagination with a 
thorough habit of castle-building and reverie; 
and the ample circulating library of the late Mr. 
Caritat, continued to feed her appetite for ideal 
tit-bits, and forbidden fhiit. Like Miss Peck, 
though with fkr more romantic ima&riiiinM the 
>d«a of matrimony wm ever promi^^k her 
waking dreams. By the force of this hallucina^ 
tion, she transformed every straggling male 
customer, who wanted to cheapen a pair of white 
gloves, or a watch-ribbon, into a Romeo or an 
Altamont. Time passed on ; and her time with 
MiB. Vandyke expired. Mr. Viellecour then 
enaUed her to set up a little establishment for 
herself; and though she managed her busiiiess 
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in rather a crazy maimer, and had no high repu- 
tation for taking care of her apprentices, or for 
pmictnality in performing her promises to her 
customers, she had contrived, with the aid of her 
patrons, to live, and to live single, in the upper 
part of PeiBLrl-street, near its intersection with 
Chatham, to the time when the occurrences I 
am recording took place. 

The visions of her youthful fancy, pretty and 
pastoral, had vanished and were forgotten. Those 
of her earlier womanhood, of a more ambitious 
character^ had faded gradually ; though ever and 
anon they came thronging upon her in more 
extraordinary combinations, and with greater 
intensity. II was at half-past eleven o'clock, on 
a Saturday night, after her shop was shut up and 
her pupils dismissed, that she sat pensively read- 
ing, for the thirteenth time, a poetical contribu- 
tion of her own, to the Weekly Museum, signed 
Ella, and entitled '< Moonlight on the Battery,'' 
which had that day seen the light in print* 
Perhaps it had lost its interest on the last repeti- 
tion ; or perhaps her mind was bewildered with 
thick-coming overflowings of the heart and 
imagination ; or perhaps she was a little heavy 
with incipient somnolency. But she slowly laid, 
down the precious periodical, and fUled a small 
tea-cup from a flask which stood near. I have 
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BO doubt the liquid was palatable; as it was 
quince liqueur, made under Mr. Viellecour's own 
directions, from the produce of his own orchard. 
When he gave it to her, he recommended it as 
an occasional cordial ; adding, that it was quite 
strong.' But at this moment, from the sublimed' 
state of her intellectual system, she was led, by 
some mysteriotis impulse, again and .again to. 
iieplenish and exhaust her little chalice. . And, 
though the fluid was such as might hare been 
poured by ^Hebe inlio the celestial cups, and 
qaaffed by the olympiin senate, it began to send 
up a misty vapour into the cloudy tabernacle of 
the wits of Miss Huggins. There, while the 
ghosts of former phantasies flocked aiound her 
seiisorium, and the pride of authorship, and the 
associations of moonshine and water, and the 
additional super-eflervescences of fancy, and the 
tendency to somnium, and the fumes of the 
Hqueur, were blending, overturning, confounding, 
and whirling about these apparitions, she fell 
iBto a crisis, such as the magnetic initiates call & 
otma* Such I think, at leasts may' be the best 
philosophical' solution of her case ; but, at any 
rate, 

^( A <^wi8« «UM o*«i the ipirit of hei 4r««oii.'* 
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It suddenly occurred to her, with the irresist" 
ihle force of truth, when breaking on the 
nmid, us a sun-burst into a dungeon, that, Uke 
Lady Arabella, in " The Victim of Duty* or the 
Delicate Distress," she must sacrifice her mature 
charms, her splendid visions, her exquisite seusi* 
bility,her taste* her accomplishments, her heahb, 
nay, even life itself, upon the altar of qt^ati* 
TunI: ! It flashed upon her, in this paroxysm of 
inspiration, that all the tenderness shown to her 
by her early patron, his HberaUty in advancing 
her in life, his occasional visits to inquire so 
earnestly about her healthy his recomniending 
her to the custom of all his friends, his sending 
her a ticket to the Bachelor's Ball,'— were all 
tokens, strong as proofs from holy writ, that he 
had cherished for her, even firom her infancy, a 
deep-seated, fervent, delicate, silent, corroding, 
and consuming passion, which was slowly drying 
up the fountains of his existence. The retiring 
modesty of his character, and his refined percept 
tion of the indelicacy of suffering her to suppose 
that he foundisd any claims to her pefsonal afl^« 
tions on the past obligations he had laid her 
under, sufficiently accounted for his never havil^ 
ventured to lisp the tender secret of his heart. 
The associations suggested by the Hqueur, no 
doubt strengthened this conviction. 
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' With a brief, though painAil struggle,' she bade 
lidieu to her 'visions of youthful heroes, of demi- 
gods, aod of kings; nay even of a middle-aged 
admiral, or ambassador, or president of a bank ; 
and generously resolved to screw her inclinations 
to one sticking point, and bend her stubborn 
wishes to the stem mandates of duty. 

Such had been the state of her mind for more 
than a week, when a strange rumour reached 
her ear, the consequence of which was the fol- 
lowing letter. 

" New-York, Febuary 27th, 182- 
" False and PsaFiniroiTS tet still 

TOO PASSENATIN6 MAN ! 

^' What beckoning ghost along the moon- 
light shade invites my steps and points to yonder 
glade f Can it, O my aggonizing bosom, can it 
be true, what I hear, about ygu and old Miss 
Peck ? Alas ! my palpitating heart informs me 
that it is ! Besides, Squire Purdy told me of it, 
yesterday, when he stopped in the Marrynack 
vtage, to get his daughter's new pink satin hat, 
trimmed with Marrybows and edged with bl(md« 
But what have I to do with Marrybows now f 
What means this tumult in a whestle's veins, 
where very amusing melancholly rains ? What 

H* 
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did jwA mean, the last time you Beorte4 IM to 
Castle Gardes, liy ntying you should like to walk 
8o every night P and asking me if I wouldn't 
Hke< to go see the Honey-moon of Shakespear? 
Mrs. Todd, and all her young ladies, said it was 
a fixed thing ; and when you sent that last barl 
of apples and quince licquor, which is sour 
enough for vinegar, all our end of Pearl-street 
was sniggering to see me get it out of the stage ; 
while I was overwelmed with delicate embarrass- 
ment, and my face sufused with roseate bluriies. 
Oh ! ever beauteus, ever friendly, tell, is it in 
heaven a crime to love so very well? But I 
know what I will do. I will commit sooicide I 
I will jump into Peck-slip, ofi*the furthest end of 
the dock ! No friend's complaints, no kind dom- 
mestkk tear, shaU please my ghost nor grace my 
watery beer. By maremaids hands my d3fiiig eyes 
were closed ; by maremaids hands my decent ttmbs 
composed ! Yes. I will throw myseif into the 
east river, drest genteely in the last Parris lash- 
ion, so that my friends may not be ashamed of 
me ; in my Gro de Napp, O de Neel dress ; cor- 
sage made high and easy, with A Ittle fulnesv m 
baek and front, set in the band round the waste 
with a oval rose-coloured pufs, gradually de- 
creasing to a pint, forming a tasteful stnannadier 
a la Russ ; sleeves on gee-goes, ecmfiaed at the 
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wmt with black rCWet brseeleU; Iheskort ^^ 
muHented with a deep flounce, with anall skolt 
kipe at the edge pinked, and a rule O abov^^ and 
a drapery beneath, spread out at top and bottom* 
hke a fan, drawn together in the center, and 
oanfined by a rowlet ; and 111 have pantaletts a 
la Turk, trimmed with boMnnet round the ankle*, 
eanght under the foot with a silTer cotded band. 
Yes. And Til put on a beautiful Vandyked 
muzlin eoUaret, tyed round my throat, and falling 
gracefully over my left shoulder, with a lavendar 
colored gauze ribbon on one side, and rose 
c(dor on the other. And my hair shall be taste- 
folly arranged a la ncdgk, in cannon curls, sur- 
mounted by a beautiful Tokay, of white gauze, 
with silver ends foiling gracefully over the right 
shoulder, to eorryspond. I shall therefore ware 
BO vaU, but I'll have horseskin gloves, and shoes 
of white satting, pure as my sole, and tender as 
my heart, and act a Roman's or some tragick part. 
How on earth will you feel, when you hear of 
my being a fair penitent, and coming to sich a 
watery end? Yes, and besides this quarter's 
rent, you'll have to pay the next one too. For 
«11 I'm dead, that won't be no discharge to your 
«BCBrity for the rent. My lawyer says so, and 
iie knows. The landlmd knows his rites too, I 
«an tell you ; and that wiH be good for you. It 
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will be all -in vain for you, after I am drownded, 
and sat upon by the coroner's jury, to put on iialf 
morning, and in sable weeds appear ; grieve for 
an hour may be, and mom for half a year ; and 
bare about the mockery of woe, to moonlight 
dances and the cattle show. I know you will be 
going about to the Museum and Specktaclum, 
and all about in fashinable society. But don't 
lay that flatring eyentment to your sole. My 
disembodied shade shall flitter round, in the mirky 
hours of ni^t among the trembling moonbeams, 
and like Alonzer the brave and the fair Imogeene, 
when the worms they crauled out and the worms 
they crauled in, my dripping spectur will come 
to your wedding and set by your side, wiU tacks 
you with perfiddy, falsehood and pride, and bare 
you away to the grave ! ! ! Oh you, you abo- 
minable man ! Squire Purdy says your Byshy 
squints both ways. I know she's lame, for I seen 
her wauking to catch up the stage. And O! 
mon Jew ! how she's freckled ! And besides all 
this, I'll sew you for britch of promise right 
away, unless you let this job alone. Youre a 
wicked man. But a broken harted maiden preys 
that Highman may not shute his shaft, nor Cupid 
hold a candle at your nuptual celebration. Per- 
haps you may shed a hypercritical tear when you 
read the verses which Rolla will make, in the 
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ele^ftck stanzas on mj precocious death, in the 
next Museum* 

" Your fair and fond friend, 

"ADELLE ELOISE HUGG1N8." 

"My tears have made my effusion ineligi- 
ble. — Can it be true what I hear that your 
bride, the mean creature^ is so shabby as to be 
fixing up her nasty old things for the wedding 
h^rselft instead of employing a genteel miliner 
aikd doing the thing handsomely. If she's so 
Stingy already^ what will she come too when she 
is married ? Some one else wouldn't serve you 
so* Doubt that the stars are fire, doubt truth to 
be a lyrO) but don't doubt that I love." 

The system of education has been much im- 
proved since Miss Huggins acquired the rudi- 
ments of her style and orthography. It is obvious 
to every intelligent reader, that her habits of 
mind and her daily avocations, did not tend to 
her improvement in either of those partioulanu 
And, without pausing to philosophise on the 
subject, I mention it as a fact, in the history of 
the human mind, that the mere habit of reading 
produces no change in their spelling, punctua- 
tion« or grammatical arrangement of words, 
upon those who have acquired a vicious system 
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of their own, in these matters. They write, as 
compositors set up their types, by the ear- Thein 
eye catches a whole word, but not its constituent 
elementary signs of sound. I could make a 
profound and ingenious speculation on this sub- 
ject ; but I must return to Mr. Viellecour, whom 
I left reading Miss Huggins' letter. 

He had not deciphered the postscript, when 
old Sampson brought into the room another car** 
tel ; but observing the agitated air of his master, 
he paused in distress and uncertainty. The oM 
gentleman, however, with a lack-lustre eye, held 
forth his hand to receive the- despatch, which 
proved to be irom Barnabas Bull, Esq. or La^vyer 
Bull, as he was more fkmiliarly called by his 
neighbours. Thus it ran : 

« S«, 

" The course you have thought proper to 
take, in breaking off your engagements with my 
daughter; Elizabeth Ann Bull, Which were so 
well understood in the family, and by all the 
neighbours, and of which t have ample proof, 
reilders'it necessary for me to adopt measures of 
an unpleasant nature. I have no doubt a New- 
York ju*y, before whom I mean to carry the issue 
for trial, on the ground of prejudice eidstinghere, 
will give ^5,000 damages, as a small atonement 
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for the feelings of an insulted father, and a 
much injured girl— to wit,the aforesaid Elizabeth 
Ann Bull. 

" By way, however, of giving you a locuapeni' 
tenHcBy by which I mean a chance of compromis- 
ing the suit, I have told the constable who has 
the writ, not to serve it until half an hour after 
your receipt of this letter, during which time you 
may consider what course you will take to do me 
justice. 

" Your obedient servant, 

"B. BULL." 

" P. S. Should you incline to break off with 
Miss Peck, I will defend your action for you. No 
jury in the world will give that foolish old woman 
more than sixpence." 

After reading this last courteous epistle, the 
poor old gentleman sat for some minutes with a 
fixed and vacant gaze, such as had never before 
clouded the vivacity of his countenance. In his 
trance the images of Abishag, Terence, Mrs. 
Peck, Epaphroditus, Plutarch, Miss Hugging, 
Miss Betsey, and Lawyer Bull, whirled round 
his brain in dizzy succession. The awkward 
web of embarrassment in which he had become 
innocently entangled, — ^his acute sensibility which 
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shrunk from even the shadow of ridicolet^-htt 
horror of notoriety under such strange circum- 
stances, — were all overwhelming him, and plung- 
ing his judgment into a chaos of inextricahle 
confusion ; in which all pecuniary or personal con- 
siderations— *the appeal of Terence to the pistol, 
and of Lawyer Bull to the jury, were alike 
forgotten. This warfare of his thoughts was 
interrupted hy a sound, shrill and startling as 
was 

" The blaft of that diead horn, 
Oa Fontarabian echoes borne ;** 

but not) like that portentous clarion, did it an- 
nounce the death of heroes, 

" How Rowland brayei and OJiviert 
And every paladin and peer, 
At Roncesvalleg died— *^ 

but it proclaimed that the Boston mail stage was 
approaching, and that a change of horses must 
be ready at the inn. By a very natural associ- 
ation, the image of his great grand-father Jean 
Pierre Gaspard Adrian Santerre de Viellecour, 
flying with his wife and children, his big bible 
and curiously mounted silver-hilted sword, from 
the persecution of the bloody Louis le Grand, the 
scarlet woman and the beast, was presented to 
the imagination of our hero. He arose with 
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preeipitatian ; took down the time-lianotired 
rapier from its customary place beneath the 
Vidleeoar arms, then pointing to a trunk in 
which he had a few days before packed up an 
assortment of clothes, when he was meditating 
a New- Year's visit to some old friends in Plula- 
delf^a, he very solemnly and laconically ordered 
Sampson to carry it after him to the inn, and 
take care of the house till his return. He then 
invested his person in his blue roquelaire, lined 
with red velvet, and fastened with silver clasps, 
the gift of no less a person than the diplomatic 
ex-bishop of Autun ; who, during his temporary 
exile in this country, had kindly condescended 
to make Mr. Viellecour's house his country seat, 
and to accept some trifling loans of a few hun- 
dreds, in requital of which he left him this part- 
ing legacy. Beneath this garment, so precious 
from its associations, its proprietor adjusted his 
spiritual and temporal weapons ; after which, he 
walked with a determined gait, not unworthy of 
his ancestry, into the hall : the venerable Samp- 
son followed him in silence, with corresponding 
dignity and gravity of demeanour. But their 
march was soon obstructed by John Peck, whose 
patience was waxing rather impatient while 
waiting for his ** answer," although his cousin 
Plutarch had assured him he wodd receive at 
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least half a dollar from the old gentleman^ for Ms 
mission. As John had received nothing from 
Plutarch, in the way of <nd/U, he clung pertinar 
ciously to the idea of scUary; and confronting 
Mr. Viellecour, in a dogged and loutish, hut fixed 
attitude, and with drawling hut impudent accents^ 
he interrupted the procession. ." Old Squire," 
said John, ^* I guess you're heen a nation long 
time a writing that 'are answer for Aunt Bishag. 
And you 'ant forgot that 'are four shilling, tfaftt 
cousin Plutarch said you was to have gin me, you 
know, have you?" The old gentleman hrushed 
hy the varlet, rather roughly, muttering some- 
thing ahout drowning puppies in a horse-pond ; 
which the literal and fkithful Sampson, as it will 
appear, interpreted Into a command. 

The master and man proceeded to the stage- 
office, wherb the former, without saying a word, 
placed himself in the coach which was standing 
hefore the door. The vehicle had arrived with- 
out any passengers. He had therefore ample 
room wherein to adjust himself and his proper- 
ties, on the hack-seat. With his formidahle 
sword on one side, and his gigantic hihle on the 
other, and the trunk beneath his feet, he might 
have sat to Dunlap for the personification of 
Christian resignation. He nodded a melan- 
choly farewell to Sampson; the driver threw 
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away his heel-tap in the most approved style, 
mounted the box, gathered his reins, cracked his 
whip, and off went the mail stage. 

A dozen by-standers began at the same time 
to interrogate Sampson, who stood like an Egypf 
tian statue of attention, (if any such there be, 
of which I have strong doubts,) following with 
his eye the fast disappearing conveyance— as to 
where his master was going, what made hun 
in such a hurry, what he was going to do, when 
he was coming back, and when he was to be 
married to old Miss Peck, etc. etc, etc. Samp- 
son, after due deliberation, replied that Mr. Viel- 
lecour was gone in the stage to York, about his 
own business. And, having uttered this oracular 
response, he returned with more speed than he 
usually thought it decorous to exhibit, to his 
master's house. There, on the threshold, still 
stood John Peck, who was detennined not to lose 
his promised perquisite, and had now become 
angry and unceremonious. ^ See here, nigger," 
he cried out, as Sampson was mounting the steps, 
** I want that are answer , right away ; and that are 
half dollar. Goy blame it all, I guess they'm 
chiefly done dinner to humm, and what's the use 
of my waiting here so f** 

The latter part of this appeal seemed to touch 
. Sampson's feelings ; for he very deliberately took 
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hold of the jpchin, and etioging him over faw 
•hoolder, marched off with him as oodly and 
seriously as he had done with the trunk, though 
John wnA a much more obstreperous article in the 
way of baggage. But John &red Hke-mony ^•' 
lorn newspaper poets of the present day, who 
are always dy^ng of consumption, or complaining 
of malice and p^vecution, in very dbtressful 
metre, which nobody reads, and which nobody 
ought to read. For before his expostuhiiioos had 
attracted the attention of the public, Sampson 
had transported him to the margiii of a small 
lake, the perfume of which was not quite that of 
Ataby the blest, at no great distance, into the 
oeoitre of which (the thiA coat of ice that had 
covered it, having been thawed by the rays of a 
bright and warm day) he projected his person with 
ftftgreat ceremony as was consistent with despatch. 
The only articulate sounds which he uttered, by 
way of funeral servioe or illustration, were ^^ dere 
now, Mister," accompanied with an equivocal 
gimnt.^ 

• It was not until the early spring had again put 
fcrdi its germs of promise, that any tidings were 
heard oi Mn Vielleoour. Meantime his news* 
papers and letters were regularly called for at 
Khe pest-oike, by Sampson. The former were 
beeped on each other, mtii the pile almost touch-^ 
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cfd the ceiling. The liKtter ranged aloag the 
mantel, were rapidly aBamning that brown, 
melancholy air of antiquity, which belongs to a 
long un-opened letter. The windows of the 
house were shut, except for about half an hour 
at noon-day, when they were opened and again 
<^losed, with regular and mysterious precision. 
A thin column of smoke stole up from the chim- 
ney of Sampson's comfortable quarters in the 
Jdtchen. A host of inquiries were made after 
their absent neighbour, for a few weeks, by im- 
pertinent and curious people ; not a few, too, by 
old Mends. Sampson turned on his heels from 
the former, with a growl. To the latter, he 
answered with a sigh, that his master was absent, 
and he could not tell when he would return. 

It was a bright clear day, in January, when the 
sun was slightly thawing the snow on Haerlem 
Bridge, and burnishing with its- rays the smooth 
and level white expanse of Haerlem plain and 
Morisania, that a party of honest Westchester 
farmers, returning from town, had stopped at 
at the toll-house, on the Westchester side of that 
great thorough-fare, and were there talking of 
what they called politics. They discoursed about 
Mr. Adams, Mr. Crawford, General Jackscm, 
Governor Clinton, Mr. Clay, and Plutarch Peck. 
. Not that they thought of the latter as a candidate 

I* 



for tl|^ Presidency; but tfaey marvelled mudk 
how he woold get nJong at Albany. Some siir- 
miaed that he would soon break down. One oM 
gentleman, who had won a bet on his election, 
insisted that he was a smart fellow, and would 
take care of himself. 

The Danbury stage, returning from Newo 
York, drove up at this juncture. All the passen- 
gers got out to warmthemselYea, save one, who 
aeemed anxious not to isvite observation. This, 
herwever, was imposaibile. ^' Why halloa ! Plu- 
tarch! is that you! Where are you going? 
What has brought you from Albany ?" were the 
inquiries levelled at the traveller fnom half a 
dozen quarteiB. 

Plutarch, being thus necem/ated^ as be would 
have called it, to disembogue from the stage, 
ga^e a long, involved, complaining, -digxessiTV 
and imintelligible account of himself; the amount 
of which we can state in a few words. He had 
been returned to the Assembly, by the rejec- 
tion of four or ^ve hundred votes for another 
candidate, on the ground that the name of the 
latter had been spelt on the ballots with two n's 
instead of one. This gentleman, however, 
iesolutely dakned his seat. The Committee of 
Blections instantly and ^unanimously decided in 
his fiivour; and the v«te of the House fbrthwilh . 
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didiod^ed Uie unfortunate Plutarcb, witho|it giv- 
ing him a single opportunity to immortalize him- 
seE It happened, however, that on the first day 
of the eeaeion, he was enabled to utter the 
beginning of a sentence, which would pro- 
bably have had no end, if it had not been cut 
short, as it was, by the Speaker. On the pre- 
sentation of some petitions, which Plutarch 
thought had a bearing on his fiivourite subject, 
the election by the people of public notaries, 
inspectors of beef and pork, sole-leather, and 
s^.vos and heading, he got on his legs. ^' When,'^ 
said he^ << Mr. Speaker, we consider the march 
of intellect in these United, and, as I may say, 
confederated States, and how the genius of Uberty 
soars in the vast expanse, stretching her eagle 
plumes from the Pacific Ocean to Long Island 
Sound, gazing with eyes of fire upon the ruins 
•f emiMiefiH-r" just at which point of aerial eter 
vation, the Speaker brought down the metaphor 
heal fillet of the genius, and that of the aspiring 
orator together, by infonning the latter that h^ 
jihouild be happy to hear him when in order, but 
that there was now no question before the 
House. 

While Plutanch was oitangling himself and 
liis hearers, m the perplexed labyrinth of his 
•wptonation? a fung drove v^ to the toU-gate^ 
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from lY^ieh alighted uo less a person than Uiat 
vigilant and distinguished officer, (as he is ju^ly 
styled by the reporters of the proceedings of ihe 
New- York Sessions,) Mr. Jacob Hays, accompa- 
nied by his tmsty Achates. They were escort- 
ing, with their usual marks of attention and 
courtesy, a gentleman in a Canada fur cap, black 
stock, blue frock, with frogs and embroidery, 
buckskin breeches, and a dirty frill, in which the 
diamond breast-pin was now no longer conspicu- 
ous. This respectable person no sooner recog- 
nised Plutarch, than he appealed to liim to testify 
that he was a nobleman incog. ; and a disguised 
gentleman ; and that he could talk French. This 
he did with great volubility, and at the top of his 
lungs; but it produced no other effect on the 
high constable, than to make him regard the 
sheepish looking ex-member with a peculiarly 
acute and comprehensive side-glance ; by which 
he seemed to imprint at once, on the iron tablets 
of his memory, every characteristic feature of 
the chop-fallen ci-devant Assembly-man. 

Plutarch, who saw how Terence's affairs stood, 
was glad of an opportunity to escape, by throw- 
ing himself into the back seat of the stage, which 
was now going off. His quondam French master, 
however, did not let him go, without asking him 
to treat him at least to a drop of the cretur ; 



and' on hm pi^riag bo stlentipa to this, reiquettbi 
told bim he wba no gentleman at til, ^< but onl^ 
^^ a neegm' ; and that he might go home to hk 
hcg^uriy fioiuly, and he would find they had 
clmred imt ; for the Aigle Bank was busHed^ and 
the €ataract of Freedom was stopped ; and the 
cMiId women wwnre crazy J' 

BefiNre I (Jismiss Terenee-^whose taste for lar^fo 
cMtles was Bocm. gratified, by his being sent to 
^eittise his avchiteetuval genius in assisting to 
eeeot the Sing Sing state prison*-a word or 
two^ more nbovA -him- may be necessary. The 
iateiligent reader may have gleaned, from his 
Awn aoeouiit of- himself, the probable &Gts in his 
history. To Fvance he had never been^ but 
Botany Bay he had certainly vinted. I know 
Hot how he left Australasia, or whither he welded 
firom thence; but shortly before the time of this 
narrative, he had been in the service of a gallant 
officer, from the green isle of chivalry, and love; 
and song, whose regknent was stationed in Cana^ 
da. I love the Irish character, and the Irish 
melodies; and I love the Irish whiskey, When 
well compounded with lemons, sugar, and hot 
water, on a winter's night. Let not the good 
and the brave and the beautiful, to whom the harp 
and the shamrock are dear, look on me with un- 
^e&dly eyes, if my story has compelled me to 
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adtert tathe failings of one of thmr countrynieik 
Terence wa$ afflicted with a fondness for iite^* 
lar applanation. Such furtive propensities are 
said to be natural weaknesses in some individuak) 
and even to run in families; operating irresistibly 
upon their subject, and compelling^ them to 
abstract clandestinely the personal property of 
others. In the days of superstition, demoniac 
possession would have been assigned as the cause 
of this tendency. In our days, the phrenologist 
ascribes it to a preternatural developement of the 
organ of acqumtiv€$kes9^ as he most certainly does 
any meU-^MrMge, (such as poor Terence's,) in its 
direction and application, to an equally imperfect 
developement of the organ of secreiwenea. But 
I shall not trouble the reader with the philosophy 
of the case; and must content « myself with 
stating the fact, that Terence was given to steal- 
ing. While at Quebec, in the service of a high- 
minded colonel, whose hard-earned laurels and 
private virtues, might well, in an estimation of 
national character, counterbalance the infirmities 
of an hundred such specimens as his valet, our 
nobleman incog, picked up by the ear a quantity 
of miscellaneous French, together with some 
crude notions of rank, title, high life and foreign 
manners ; and one day, when his constitutioiMil 
malady came strongly upon him, he picked up 
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his master's valise, and bis diamond breast-pin, 
whicli was lying on the toilet. With these goods 
in his costody, he travelled into the ^^ States," 
where he spent some time, in the course of which 
he took occasion to commit some new depre- 
dations in the city of New- York ; as appeared 
when he was brought to the police-office, to be 
examined on the. charge of stealing the breast- 
pin, the value of which had induced his master 
to pursue him. He had thus the honour of being 
claimed by two governments, as a special subject 
of judicial and executive attention ; and to pre- 
sent, in his own beautiful person, one of the most 
debated and debatable questions of international 
law. But the colonel being contented with the 
restitution of his jewels, the state of New- York 
was left to deal with Terence ; and in what wise 
he was dealt with, I have already suggested. 
Peace be to his labours in the hammering of 
Westchester marble, for the construction of his 
own cell ; wherein requiescat in pace ! 

And now I hurry to a close. When Plutarch 
got home, he found that Terence's intelligence 
was not much exaggerated. The Eagle Bank 
had stopped payment. The '' Cataract of Free- 
dom" was no longer issued ; and the printer had 
run away, leaving Plutarch alone, to face certain 
angry creditors. Mrs. Peck and her daughter 
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kad i^esdYed to migrate, under the am^noas of 
the Reverend Profbssor, to the West; where^ 
upon the disbanded Assembly-man, kao*wingthat 
his creditors would soon be reinforeed by his 
New- York hatter, boot-maker, and espeoially his 
tailor, who, on the credit of his legislative dignity, 
had fitted him out for Albany, with stylish cloak, 
and surtout, and frock, and a full suit of cus- 
ttHnary black, and a large assortment of white, 
red, and blue waistcoats and under waistcoats, of 
his own choice ; not forgetting, moreover, his 
too confiding cousin Diodatus' claims upon hmi 
for a gold breast-pin, and a new Geneva gold 
watch — saw no other course before him, than to 
prevail upon the family to take him along. 

Thither, then, they marched with bag and 
baggage, scrip and scrippage. I know not what 
has become of Plutarch since. But I do know 
that Miss Peck contrived to marry the President 
of the college ; and I sincerely hope, as i know 
him to be a worthy gentleman, that he is satisfied 
with the arrangement. 

It was on a fine spring morning, when the sun, 
bright and cheerful, seemed to shed a smile over 
the face of the xesponsively laughing earth, from 
which the snows had vanished, while the herbage 
in many spots was assuming its verdant hue, that 
the windows of Mr. VieHecour's house were 
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Observed, %y the adndni^ neighbours, to be 
open, 88 was the hall <door, in whicb Sampson 
stood, in his Sunday suit, shewing his teetii with 
an air of joyous satisfaetion. Moreover, the 
well-known &vorite myrtle, and the orange trees, 
and the tall, donble oleander, and the fragranft 
geraninms, had been foroaght forth from their 
winter qnarters, and were now displayed in their 
usual vemal station upon the south piazza, in- 
haling the fresh breeze, and rejoicing in the open 
ffimshine. The mystery was not long unsolved. 
Their master had returned the night before, and 
resumed possession of his much-loved mansion, 
with all its cherished appurtenances. His. eye 
'Wfts as bright, his cheek' as ruddy, his demeanour 
as a&ble as ever. Where he had been, he never 
saw fit to disclose ; and as the topic seemed an 
unpleasant one, I never took the liberty of ask- 
ing him. There have been rumours that he wais 
-seen that winter in the gallery of the House of 
Hepreeentatives, at Washington — at the new 
(theatre in'Cincinnati, Ohio— and at an ordination 
in Bennington, Vermont; but I verily believe they 
were all upoofaryphsl. 

On the 'day after his return, while he was -still 
engaged in examining all (his 'ancient and loved 
repositoiies, and mentally preparing for an horti- 
cukoMd campaign, the door of his parlour jslowfy 
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•opened, and a young gentleman entered, with 
rather a linud air, leading by the hand a female 
companies, whose features were hidden by a 
modest white veiL Mr. Viellecour knew the lad 

at once, as his godson, Eugene R , for whom 

he had always felt a great regard, for his father's 
sake, and for his own ; and who had lately left 
West Point, haVing received a lieutenant's com- 
■mission. Who the lady was, he did not know ; 
/until she withdrew the drapery from her blushing 
lace, and discoyered to his view the ." dancing 
hair and kiughing eyes" of Betsey Bull. 

My tale has grown too long to admit of my 
describing scenes. I must content myself with 
facts. Eugene and Betsey, it appeared by their 
story, had had a good understanding together as 
to the state of their several affections, from the 
time the former paid Mr. VieUecour a visit, more 
than a year before. Lawyer Bull, they thought, 
and thought wisely, would not consent to their 
union, under existing circumstances. So they 
ran away to Connecticut, and got married in 
Greenfield, (doubtless attracted to that spot by 
the fame of one of the most eloquent clergymen 
of the age,) and now they wished to avail them- 
selves of their kind-hearted friend's good offices, 
to be reconciled to Betsey's papa. Their sup- 
plication was not ineffectual ; for Mr. YieUecomr 
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undertook the busineiss, and so dealt wkh. old 
Bull, that he gave his daxighter and son^-in-law- 
his blessing ; and when he dies, as he must do 
some day or other, I suppose he will give them 
his property, as he has no other children. 

This match, to the best of my knowledge, has. 
proved a. very good one; though, as a generaL 
principle, filial disobedience entails on the trans- 
gressor many calamities; and stolen marriages 
are rarely happy. Betsey's two babies are as 
pr^ty children as I ever saw in my life ; and the 
eldest has been named Adrian Viellecour. He 
will, I have no doubt, profit by his baptismal 
appellation* 



As I have made very free use of the names of 
certain individuals in this story, let me, with my 
parting bow,beg their pardon if they are offended,, 
and do them all the services in my power. . 

I would most earnestly and respectfully recom- 
mend to the ladies, that truly excellent milliner. 
Miss Huggins, who has given up romancing, and, 
in consequence of so doing, now occupies a large 
and splendid establishment, on the very Rialto of 
fiishion, where the fair, the gay, and the young,, 
most do congregate. 
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. I woold^ also, point out to flie attention of t]» 
gentleman, tke honest and liberal PiodatuB Pi^ck, 
as a superior watch-maier and jeweUer, in erety 
veepect worthy their patronage. 

To all parents, who wish to give their children 
a cheap, liberal education, I would suggest that 
1^ college, the president of which married Miss 
^^ Peck, and in which the Reverend E. X. Peck is 
professor, offers a great many inducements to 
the guardians of youth. The air is salubrious. The 
mutton is there cheap and abundant. On this, and 
on fine firesh milk, the students are principally fed. 
It a^ears, by the printed advertisement of the 
institution, that all sciences are taught; the 
whole circle being accurately divided among nine 
professorships, the chairs of two of which are at 
present ably filled by the venerable President ; 
and those of the other seven as ably, by the 
' learned and reverend Dr. Peck. The terms 
are low, and the neighbourhood is ^iet and 
moral. 

I am, moreover, strongly tempted to reeom- 
mend to the same public, a personage, not the 
least heroic or importimt; though the least eon- 
spicuous, of those of my tale. I mean the ao* 
complished and unfortunate tailor, who had 
equipped Plutardi Peck for his legislative cam- 
paign. Whoever had seen Phitajroh before and 
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afler the said equipment, would have been prac- 
tically convinced that the old proverb of Manners 
make the man, was all wrong, and that not m4m' 
ners, but the tailor makes the man. What an 
air of gentQity and ease, and what grace did this 
admirable artist shed over the ungainly presence, 
and awkward presentation of our friend Plu- 
tarch ! But I must refrain. I fear even to hint 
at his name, least the mention of it might inflict 
upon him a swarm of customers like unto Plu- 
tarch himself — statesmen and men of genius all ; 
and thus intercept a great man in his progress 
towards that fame and fortune which, I trust, 
await his high deserts. He is, indeed, an artist 
and a gentleman — but, alas ! he is also 

A liberal youth, whoie speculatiTe ikill, 
Is hasty credit, and a distant bill ; 
Artist and wit, who scorns all vulgar trade, 
Exults to trust, and blushes to be paid. 



K* 



THE HURRICANE. 



Written in the West Indies. 



Lord of the Winds! I feel thee nigh ! 
I know thy breath in the burning sky! 
And I wait with a thrill in every vein, 
For the coming of the hurricane ! 

And lo ! on the wing of the heavy gales, 
Through the boundless arch of heaven he sails; 
Silent, and vast, and terribly strong. 
The mighty shadow is borne along. 
Like the dark eternity to come ; 
While the world below, dismayed and dumb. 
Through the calm of the thick, hot atmosphere, 
Looks up at its gloomy folds with fear. 

They darken fast, and the golden blaze 
Of •the sun is quenched in its lurid haze ; 
And he sends through the shade a funeral ray, 
A glare, that is neither night nor day; 
A beam, that touches with hues of death. 
The clouds above and the earth beneath. 
To its covert glides the silent bird, 
While the hurricane's distant voice is heard. 
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Uplifted, among the mountains round, 
And the forests hear and answer the sound. 

He is come ! he is come ! do ye not behold 
His ample robes on the wind unrolled ? 
Giant of air, we bid thee hail ! 
How his grey skirts toss in the whirling gale! 
How his huge and writhing arms are bent, 
To clasp the zone of the firmament ! 
And fold at length, in their dark embrace, 
From mountain to mountain, the visible space ! 

Darker — still darker ! the whirlwinds bear 
The dust of the plains to the middle air : 
And hark — to the crashing, long and loud 
Of the chariot of God, in the thunder cloud ! 
You may trace its path, by the flashes that start 
From the rapid wheels where'er they dart, 
As the fire-bolts leap to the world below, 
And flood the skies with a lurid glow. 

What roar is that! — 'tis the rain that breaks 
In torrents away from the airy lakes ; 
Heavily poured on the shuddering ground, 
And shedding a nameless horror round. 
Ah ! well-known woods, and mountains and skies, 
With the very clouds ! ye are lost to my eyes ! 
I seek ye vainly, and see in your place 
The shadowy tempest that sweeps through space^ 
A whirling ocean, that fills the wall 
Of the crystal heaven, and buries all. 
And I, cut off* from the world, remain^ 
Alone with the terrible hurricane. 



THE SERENADE. 



Haste ! 'tis the stillest hour of night, 
The moon sheds down her palest light, 
And sleep has claim'd the lake and hill, 
The wood, the plain, the babbling rill ; 
And where yon ivied lattice shows. 
My fair one slumbers in repose. 
Come, ye that know the lovely maid. 
And help prepare the serenade. 
Hither, before the night is flown. 
Bring instruments of ev'ry tone. 
But lest with noise ye wake, not lull, 
Her dreaming fancy, ye must cull 
Such only as shall soothe the mind. 
And leave the harshest all behind : 
Bring not the thund'ring drum, nor yet 
The harshly shrieking clarionet. 
Nor screaming hautboy, trumpet shrill, 
Nor clanging cymbals ; but with skill 
Exclude each one that would disturb 
The fairy architects, or curb 
The wild creations of their mirth. 
All that would wake the soul to earth. 
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Choose yellbe: mildly brieathing flute. 
The mellow horn, the loviog lute. 
The viol ye must not fofget, 
And take the sprightly flageolet, 
And grave bassooa; choose too the fiie,. 
Whose warUings in the tua^ful strife, 
Mingling in myat'ry with the words, 
May seem like notes of blithest birds. 

Are ye prepared? now lightly trei^ 
As if by elfin minstrels led, 
And fling no sound upon the air. 
Shall rudely wake my slumb'ring fair. 
SofUy ! Now breathe the symphony ; 
So gently breathe, the tones may vie 
In soilness with the magic notes 
In visions heard ; music that floats 
So buoyant, that it well may seem, 
With strains ethereal in her dream. 
One song of such mysterious birth, 
She doubts it comes from heaven or earth. 
Play on ! my loved one slumbers still. 
Play on ! she wakes not with the thrill 
Of joy produced by strains so mild ; 
But fancy moulds them gay and wild : 
Now, as the music low declines, 
'Tis sighing of the forest pines. 
Or 'tis the fitful varied roar 
Of distant falls or troubled shore. 
Now as the tone grows full, or sharp, 
'Tis whisp'ring of th' Eohan harp. 
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The viol swells now low, now loud, • 
Tis spirits chanting on a cloud 
That passes by. It dies away ; 
So gently dies, she scarce can say 
'Tis gone ; listens ; 'tis lost, she fears ; 
listens ; and thinks again she hears. 
As dew-drops' ming'ling in a stream 
To her 'tis all one blissful dream-^ 
A song of angels, thron'd in light. 
Softly ! away ! &ir one, good night. 



THE BUTTERFLY. 



[From the French.] 



To be bom with the spring, and to die with the rose, 
To sip the fresh sweets of young flowers, ere they close, 
To float on the wings of the zephyr at even, 
And bathe in the rich flood of glory from heaven ; 
To shake from the wing the light spangles of gold. 
And its course to the deep vaults of azure to hold ; 
Passing off" from the bosom of earth like a sigh, 
Such the magical life of the young butterfly. 

It resembles Desire, which in search of new sweets. 
Alights on each object of beauty it meets. 
But restless — ^unsated with bhss of the earth. 
It returns to the heaven from whence it had birth> 



DE GOURGUES. 



An Historical Sketch. 



Of all those great lessons of moral and political 
truth, in t^hioh Amenican histdry is so finutfol, 
none, to my mind, are more 'striking than those 
examples of religions liherty—^thoee 'practical 
rebukes to the bigotry and intolerttnee df the old 
world, which adorn the very earliest pages ttf our 
annals. 

During the period of our early colonial history, 
the most enlightened nations of Europe were 
still rent, by fanatic discord, into relentless and 
embittered factions; the plains of France and 
Germany were yet moist with the blood of reli- 
giouB civil wars; the flames of the Inquisition 
were ascending in Spain and Portugal ; and the 
cries of the tortured or butchered Waldenses 
echoed through the vallies of Piedmont and Savoy. 
If in Great Britain, and some other parts of 
Europe, the progress of reason had put a stop 
to the more savage excesses of persecution, even 
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4liere tiie cold and heftrtless tyranny of legal pro- 
^Giiption weiglied down the vanqui^ied. 

At this very time, on this side the Atlantic, 
the Baptist Roger Williaias, the Quaker Pemi, 
and the Roman Gathoiic Lord Baltimore, had 
already erected those govemmeBts, founded on 
the hasis of religious liberty, which have become 
the great examples of aU Americiua, and ws may 
tru0t, of universal legislation. 

There is another historical in<eident, teaching, 
in a different form, the same generous trolii ; aad 
which, as our own country was also the theatre 
of it, I have often wondered was not more gene- 
rally known. I mean the story of the chivalrous 
De Gourgues. Not that I would place the 
character and achievements of this gallant 
Frenchman in the same rank with those of the 
great fiithers-of religious i^eedom. Theirs was 
that wisdom, from above, that is pure, merciful, 
and gentle ; and they sowed, in humble faith, the 
enduring fruits of peace. De Gourgues was a 
soldier, with all the noble sentiments, and many 
of the prejudices, of the best days of chivalry. 
His toleration of what he himself considered as 
error, took the form of a generous i>ut bitter 
indignation against the tyrant and the p^secutor, 
and )vas displayed, not in acts of meroy, but of 
stem and vindictive justice. 
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ICs exploits in Florida had their day of wide- 
spread fame, and have been celebrated in classi- 
, cal latinity by the great De Thou, as well as by 
many French and Spanish writers of the six- 
teenth and seventeenth centuries ; but modem 
historians have either passed them over in silence, 
or noticed them very briefly and coMy; nor do 
I know of any Enghsh writer who has deemed 
them worthy of particular relation. I have, 
therefore, thought that a brief notice of this re- 
markable man, drawn from good authorities, and 
books not generally accessible, might interest 
and instruct the reader, and not be out of place 
in this little volume. 

During some of those intervals of peace, which 
suspended the rage of the civil wars of France 
in the sixteenth century, the Admiral Coligni, 
the head of the Huguenots, had, from time to 
time, formed plans of establishing French Pro- 
testant colonies in America. His leading motive 
was doubtless to provide retreats for those of his 
own religious persuasion, in case of total defeat 
at home. But though often obliged, as he con^ 
scientiously thought himself, to take armsfgainst 
his sovereign in defence of his religion, the 
Admiral never forgot his loyalty to his country, 
or his zeal for her honour and power. It was 
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truly and happily said of him, that he loved. 
France, even whilst fighting against her. 

" Coligni dang son coeur, a son prince fidele, 

Aimait toujours la France, en combattant contre eUe."* 

He was, therefore, amhitious of enabling her to 
share in the wealth :and power which the other 
niUions of £urc^ had derived from their Ameri- 
can possessions, by founding colonies under the 
authority of France, and subject to her crown. 
With these intentions he first, about 1555, fitted 
out an expedition to Brazil, under the military 
command of the Chevalier de Villegagnon, and 
the pastoral charge of two Geneva ministers. 
In C(xi8equence of the foUy or the treachery of 
Villegagnon, this expedition. fiiiled entirely. The 
reader who is curious concerning its history, may 
find it well told by Southey, in his History of 
Brazil ; and yet more graphically and minutely 
related in old Huguenot French, by one of the 
advodturers himself, Jean de Lery. 

On the failure of this enterprise, Coligni 
turned his eyes to that part of Florida which 
bad been originally discovered under the flag of 
France, forty years befi^re, by John de Verraz- 
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29Bfio, the sajBKie bold nayigator T^ho in <' the tot 

ship broke the unkoowii wave" of the wide- 
circling bay and majestic river of New- York, 
ahnost a century before the arrival of Henry 
Hudson. 

Coligni laid his plan before Charles IX. who 
gave it hid full approbation ; justly regarding it 
not only as the means of extendmg the power 
and commerce of France abroad, bnt as likely 
to contriboie to her peace at heone, by serving 
as an outlet for the zeal and anibition of his 
Hu^enot stibjects. Thus the Admiral was em- 
powered to use the whole credit and authority of 
his high station in establishing his colony. 

The first voyage was made in 15€iS, under the 
command of Ribanld ; which was two years after 
followed by another under the auspices of Ren6 
Landonniere,^ both of them naval officers of rank 
and distingttii^ed repntation^ They aieountered 
the usual difHeulties of new colonists, and espe- 
cially of the colonists of that day^ who co«asted 
more on discovering gold mines, than on tMng 
the earth. In consequence they enffbted ftcm 
scarcity of ptovisio^^ as well as from iminbordi- 
nation among the men and discord among the 
chie& ; but they finally succeeded in building a 
fort, and forming a regular settlement beneath 
its protection. It was called La CaroUne ; and 
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was sitaated near the mouth of the RhUre de 
Mdy as it was called by the French, now known 
as St. John's River. The fort was, as far as I 
can ascertain, built upon that high and level 
headland, on the southern shore of the St. John's, 
which, from its elevation above the swamps and 
low pine barrens of the coast, and its position at 
the entrance of the chief water communication 
with the interior of Florida, has always appeared 
to me to be marked out by nature as the site of a 
great commercial city. 

This infiint colony had endured many hard- 
ships; when, in the autumn of 1565, they were 
cheered by the return of Ribauld from France, 
with a new accession of emigrants, and plentiful 
supplies of all sorts. AU their difficulties seemed 
now to be ended. But their joy and their bright 
prospects were of short duration. 

It happened about the beginning of the same 
year that Don Pedro Menendez de Avilez, a vete- 
ran and distinguished officer of high rank in the 
Spanish navy, had received from his government 
a commission to survey the coast of that part of 
Florida and the shores of the gulf, which were 
claimed by Spain. This commission he had influ- 
ence enough at court to get extended, soon after, 
into an authority to found a colony in Florida, of 
which, should it succeed, he was to be the here- 

L* 
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ditary Goventior, with splen^ pmikfes and 
«Bol«meiits, and the title of Adelantado of Flo- 
rida. 

H6 had juBt succeeded in this apptieation whea 
he learnt, for the first time, that a settlemeikt of 
French Protestants had already existed for three 
years in Florida, and that preparations were 
Biaking in France for sending oat hurge additional 
reinforcem^its. He immediately determined to 
expel these heretics from the new world. Al- 
though Spain was then at peace, and even in 
alliance with France, his sovereign, the bi^otted 
and cruel Philip, entered with stem avidky 
into his design. Under the countenance of the 
court the expedition took the character of a new 
holy war. It became a crusade against the 
enemies of the faith. A number of gentlemen 
of the best blood of Biscay and the Asturias 
flocked to its standard as volunteers ; and Me- 
nendez finally set sail with a Well-appimited 
fleet, and a force of near three thousand men. 

I have not space here to relate the details of 
his voyage, and of his adveslures aiier landings 
though they are full of interest, and i^ow the 
Adelantado to have well merited that mUitary 
reputation, which he had acquired by a kBg and 
active life. He landed at a place to which he 
gave the name of SI. Augustine, and there 



erected a fott ; then, with a picked body of five 
hundred men^ he marched along the coast ta the 
French fort, where Landonniere had beaileft by 
Ribauld with a handful of troops, and the meehar 
nics ; together with the women, the childreB^ the 
ffiick, and the aged of the colony. Ribauld 
himself, alarmed by intelligence of the hostile 
designs of the Spaniards, took the rest of his 
£>rces on board his squadron^ and w^it to meet 
them. In the meantime the resolute and daring 
Menendez, after incredible hardships, succeeded 
in penetrating through pathless woods and 
swamps. During this march he displayed the 
highest qualities of a soldier and a general ; his 
courage animated the tunid, and his resolutioit 
awed the mutinous. At the close of the fourth 
day's march he suddenly appeared under the guns 
of the French fort, which he immediately carried 
by storm, and the p^ce instantly rung with the 
«hfieks of the sick and the old-— of women and 
•children—promiscuously butchered. Landon- 
niere, alter defending himself with dee^rate 
vaknir, escaped with a few followers to the 
woode, and thence succeeded in getting on boaxd 
a French vessel lyiang in the roads. The rest of 
the garrison surrendered at discretion ; and Me^ 
nendez, when he perceived that all resistance was 
at an end» gave orders that the ranaining women 
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and yonng children should be spared ; the rest 
were killed without mercy. The money, and 
other property of the French, were seized and 
divided as booty by Menendez and his men. 

He remained for some time at La Caroline, 
during which period a number more of the 
French, who had either escaped from the fort, or 
had been on board the shipping in the river, or 
were otherwise accidentally absent at the time 
of th# assault, were brought in prisoners ; some 
of them delivered up by the Indians, and others 
compelled by hunger to surrender themselves. 
Menendez added these to his other prisoners, 
and hung them together, on the trees around the 
town, with this inscription above their heads :-^ 
*' 7%ese wretches were hung not as Frenchmen^ hut 
as' heretics cmd enemies of 6od.l* 

Ribauld and his squadron were not less imfor^ 
tunate than their companions. A violent storm 
wrecked his squadron on the coast. The com- 
mander himself escaped from the wreck, with a 
numerous body of soldiers and sailors, and a large 
sum of money in gold, but without arms or provi- 
sions. After suffering every extreme of misery, 
they were obliged to throw themselves on the 
mercy of the Spaniards. It need scarcely be 
told what mercy they found. The French ac- 
counts all accuse the Adelantado of having 
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induced these fu^tivcs to wir ren d c f to him, hy a 
promise, made under the sanction of an oath, of 
giving them a ship to take them to France, as he 
told them he had already done in respect to the 
other imsoners taken in the fort. This oath 
and promise are denied by the Spanish wiiten, 
who aUowmg the ferocious cruelty of their brave 
countryman, resent with indignation any imputa- 
tMMi upon his veradty. Such are the strange 
delusions of bigotry and of false honour* How- 
ever this might have been, all authorities agree 
in relating that Ribanld and several hundred ni 
Us men, surrendered themselves near St. Augus- 
tine, whither Menendez had now returned : they 
were surrounded by the soldiers ci the Adelan- 
tado, and there, imarmed as they were, by his 
order, massacred, in cold blood, to the last man* 
Ribauld himself met death with the firmness of a 
soldier and the fervour of a martyr. When he 
found himself betrayed, his hands bound, and the 
preparations foir massacre axound him, he finnly 
said — ^' From the earth have we come, to the 
earth must we return : what matters it whether 
now or twenty years hence ?'* He died repeating 
the psalm Exaudi Donrnie^ in the old version of 
Marot. 

"Seignear Dieu, oy l*oraifon miennt, 
Jiuqa*a tes oreiOea parnemM, 
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Mod humUe rapplieatioii 
Selon la vraie mercy tienne." 

Thus, of the whole French colony, none was 
left hut Landonniere, and those who escaped 
with him. He returned to France, hearing with 
him the news of the massacre. The accounts 
published by himself and his companions spread 
rapidly throughout Europe. A memorial, relating 
^he whole story, was presented to the king, under 
the touching title of " The Supplication of the 
widows and children of the men who were mur- 
dered in Florida."* 

But although this was not less an outrage 
upon the laws of nations and the honour of France, 
than upon the rights of humanity, the hatred of 
the court for Coligni, and the secret connexion 
of the queen-mother and her party with Spain, 
prerented any official notice of the transaction. 
Landonniere himself was treated more like a 
felon escaped from merited punishment, than a 
faithful subject claiming justice and public ven- 
geance. 

Far different was the feeling which pervaded 
the French people. The high national spirit for 



* Sapplique dei Veuves and dei Enfana de ceuz qui aroient 
et6 masiacr^i ft la Floride. 
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wbich France has ever been fiunous, was roused. 
All distmctions of sect and party were forgotten 
in the common emotions of pity and of resent- 
ment. 

That justice and vengeance which the nation 
thus churned, but churned in vain, from its rulers, 
was reserved to be accomplished by the enter- 
prise and chivalry of a private citizen. 

DoMiNMiuK Ds GouROUEs was a gentleman of 
an ancient fiunily in Grascony, long distinguished 
for its attachment to the Roman Catholic church, 
and he himself had inherited and retained the 
fidth and the zeal of his fathers. France could 
not, at that period, boast of any officer more 
distinguished for personal courage, hardihood, 
and honour. But in a life of adventures and 
toil he had as yet gained nothing but experi- 
ence and glory ; his most brilliant exploits had 
always ended in personal misfortune. In an 
Italian campaign some years beforeyat the head 
of thirty men, he had sustained the attack of a 
large detachment of the Spanish army, until all 
his men were killed about him. He was taken 
prisoner, and such was the malignant resentment 
of the enemy, that in violation of the laws of 
war, and the usages of chivalry, De Gourgnes 
was sent to the galleys, to row in chains among 
convicts. A new misfortune followed upon this. 
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The gftUey on board which he was, «u taitoi in 
the Meditemnean by the Turke, imd wm% to 
Coofltantinople. After haviag been aosae time e 
prisoner there, he was again sent to sea as a gait* 
leyndaYe, when falling in with a Maltese squa- 
dnm, he was liberated. He was now admitted 
into the order of Malta, but it does not appear 
that he remained in its service: the egini of 
maritime adventure had taken possession c^ his 
bveast, and he spent some years in voyages of 
discoveiy and distant navigation. The particulasi 
of them have not been preserved, but he returned 
to France in 1565 ; having added to his fiumer 
ftme as a gentleman and a soldier, that of being 
one of the most daring and skilful navigators of 
that age. 

On his arrival at Bourdeaux he first leaxnt the 
massacre of his countrymen, the general resent^ 
ment of the people, and the chilling indifEeience 
of the court. This subject at once took posses- 
sion of his whole soul ; and, after brooding over 
it in secret for some days, he formed a deliberate 
resolution worthy of his romantic character. A 
Catholic from his cradle, he could not enter into 
the feelings of sect or party, which doubtless 
enkindled the resentment of others. Bnt the 
honour of the French name had received a stain 
-^his countrymen had been cruelly and perfidit 
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mmky unttdered-- an atrocioiis crime had be^a 
fionwmtted in the nune of his chuich — and, as a 
Frenchman, a Catholic, and a knight, he deter- 
mined to consider himself henceforward as the 
aelf^ppointed champion of French honour, and 
the arenger of innocent blood. To this sacred 
caaae he. solemnly consecrated his fovtone and 
hishfe. 

lie pgnishment of the destroyers of the 
French colony, would have seemed to be beyond 
the power of any unaided private man ; hut a 
soul like that of De Gourgues could not be im- 
peded by ordinary obstacles. He sold his whole 
property and estate, obtained loans from his 
numerous friends, and with the proceeds of the 
whole, purchased and fitted out, without delay, 
three armed vessels. They were a sort of gal- 
leys, such as are still often used on the Mediter^ 
ranean, which he selected because they could be 
easily rowed in a oahn, and their small draught 
of water enabled them to enter, without diffi^ 
culty, into the shallow harbours, rivers, inlets and 
lagoons of Florida. 

Eighty picked seamen composed the whole of 
his crew; to these he added an hundred and fifky 
eoldiers, a part of them hired or enlisted men; 
the rest were volunteers, many of them of good 
fiunily of^militaay distinction, either attracted by 
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the rqMitation of De Gourdes, to follow him in 
any expedition he might undertake, or seoretiy 
infonned of his {dan, and sympathizing in hk 
zeal. 

With this annament he sailed from Bourdeanz 
in Augast, 1567. He had taken the precaution 
to procure (prohahly through Coligni's influence,) 
a general naval commission from the govemr 
ment; but he kept his destination a profound 
secret from all, except those volunteers upon 
whom he could fully rely. It was given out that 
he designed to make a voyage along the African 
coast; and the mouth of the Gold River was 
appointed as the place of rendezvous for his little 
squadron, in case of dispersion. From thence 
he turned his course towards America. A severe 
storm, in which one of his vessels suffered much, 
together with the want of provisions, obliged him 
to touch at Hispaniola. Thence he sailed to 
Cape Antonio, the western point of the island of 
Cuba. There, collecting his whole force, De 
Goorges addressed them in person. He described 
to them, in glowing language, the cruelties which 
the Spaniards had exercised on their country- 
men. ^'Such, comrades," said he, "was the 
crime of our enemies ; what will be ours if we 
neglect to punish them ? It is for this that I have 
expended my own estate— -for that havojl drauied 
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tiie puraes^of my friendeHHuid for that, do I now 
tbIj upon your zeal and valour. In the cause of 
Oior dear country, for the hoBonr of our beautiiid 
France, I know that you would hold your lives a 
dieap sacrifice. Can I be mistaken ? I am your 
Mder-^yoQ all know me well. Wherever I 
ovder youito go, I will he at your head. If yoa 
suffer hardships, I will suffer them with you. , If 
we encounter dangers, I wUl meet it among the 
finremost. Does any man refuse to follow me ?" 

The begiuning of this address was received in 
silent astcMiishment ; but the ardour of the cln^ 
soon communicated, itself to his followers, who 
answered to his vehement appeals by shouts of 
approiyation and tumnltuous promises and vows 
of fidelity and zeal. 

- He now steered for Florida, and first madethe 
month of the St. John's. But after returning 
the; salute iof the Bpunsh garrison, by whom hiei 
squadron was taken for one of their own nation, 
he judged it prudent to land about fifteen leagues 
lower down the coast, without suffering them to 
be undeceived. Here he was met by a large 
party of Indians, of that same nation who have 
since been so consfMcuous- in our reoent hist<Hy, 
under the name of the Seminoles. They were 
headed by Saturiova, a. famous chief or Parch 
inisU of iJthe nation, and an ancient friend of 
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lauiddimiere and bia colony. From tiwra i»9 
teanit that the Bsme Spfeaish troops who had 
iMsnered the colonists, were now in gaihrisoii 
at La Caroline, to which place they had given 
the name of St. Matteo.* Saturiova too, and 
his tnhe, had suffered grievous wrongs and in«« 
dignities fhnn the Spaniards, and when heleamt 
the designs <^ De Gourgues, he pressed him io 
renew the ancient alliance, and to accept his aid* 
A large party of Indians, headed hy the ftvofite 
nephew of the diief, was placed under the com- 
maiM of De Gourgues, a!nd they immediatdy 
proceeded on the expedition. 

Their route lay ahout forty miles through the 
flat sands and pine barrens of the coast, freqnenttf 
interrupted by tangled morasses and deepstreams^ 
The soldiers were drenched by a constant heavy 
rain during their whole march, and Buffered mnck 
ftom hunger, as weU as from coU and fttigue ; 
but sneh was their ardour in the cause, and such 



'^ n if not clear what had become of the fort and-fotcee at St 
JligttMM. Fk0ittTari(raeclfCttmatatacesofth6iiiunrattVe,in^i4dcb 
aU tbe oiigintfhistoriaiw agreei I am ittdiaed to theopuMoa of 
■ome of them, that the Spaniards had withdrawn from that fort ; 
and that the present city of St. Augustine was not founded until 
■taM^^Mifc after. 
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tfanr 'attacfcmeni to their ccMDimBder, that they 
Alfred without a nninnor* At the dose of the 
■eoond day they halted, overcome with fiiti^e. 
The indefetigahle De Gourdes, leaving his men 
to rest and refresh themselves, went forward with 
his goide to reconnoitre, and examine with his 
own eyea^ the state of the Spanish fortifications. 
He succeeded, not without great hazard and 
hardships, and retoming to his men, led th^n the 
next day under the Spanish walls. Dividing his 
little band into two bodies, he placed himself at 
the head of the first, giving the charge of the 
other to a confidential officer. 

The Spanish force was more than double that 
of De Gourgues. It was stationed in two fi>rt8, 
besides the citadel or Piace of St. Matteo, all 
which were mounted with numerous and heavy 
artiUery. The two forts were forthwith succes- 
sively attacked; and although the garrison was 
not wholly unprepared, yet half surprised and 
half panic struck, they made but a feeble resist" 
auce. Many of them were shun or dispersed in 
an irregular and tumultuous sortie, and the rest f 
laid down their arms* The victor quietly demo- 
lished one of the works, and took possession of 
the other with his troops and prisoners. The 
place of St. Matteo itself, had still a garrison of 
two hundred men, well appointed in anns, am- 
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mimltiOB, md proviaioiis, and might have defied 
the whole force of De Gourgues. Having leamt 
from a prisoner that the Spamards hetieved his 
fi>roe to be above two thousand men, and had 
lost all hope of sncceflafol resistance, fearing that 
d^y might undeceive them, and aJloW them to 
recover from their panic, he {H-epared for a general 
assault, parading hi^ own men and his Indians, 
so as to give the impression of ^eat and irresist* 
ible force: The besieged despairing of being 
able to resist an assault on all sides, sallied fortii 
in desperation. De Gouigues seized the advan- 
tage, cut off their retreat, and the whole detach- 
ment Was killed or taken prisoners. St. Matteo 
was now left without defenders, and was tak^i 
possession of without fiirtfaer resistance. 

De Gourgues thus completely victorious, after 
refreshing his troops and providing for the 
wounded, prepared to execute his stem and long 
meditated purpose of exemplary punishment. 
He selected from his prisoners the soldiers who 
had bOen engaged in the massacre of his country- 
9 men. After reproaching them with their perfidy 
and barbarity, he sentenced them to death. 
They were led to the place where the French 
prisoners had been murdered, and where the 
inscription which Meneiidez had placed, still 
MstameA, There he ordered them to be hung ; 



ihd' in {daoe of the fomer iiuer^itioii he left 
thui:— ^* jl%ew men loere |KinuAeei not a# filpiM- 
wmdt or Cbttolict, 6iii o«|nratef and intirderer«." 
The gentle and himume, whilst 8pplaudin|f» as 
they must do, th6 disinteiestedness, the sdf* 
devotion, and the heioiBm of De Gourirues, may 
yet fihiink, with a natural horror, from the relent- 
lesB rigoor of tills cloong scene of retribution. 
But we must bear inmind that this retaliation 
was not only just as a punishment, but necessary 
as an example. That great and wise system of 
public law, which in our days strictly inhibits the 
exercise of judicial power and of the rights of 
war, to all who do not act under direct natioilal 
authority, was not th«i in force. Had that been 
the avowed thtoretical doctrine, it could not have 
been carried into effect to any useful end, at a 
time when most of the sovereigns of. Europe 
were feeble and powerless, and little more than 
the nominal heads of their respective stfttes* 
Therefore it was, that Chivalry taught her war- 
lifcesonstfaat they were set apart to redress and to 
punish wrongs. Therefore too, the most enlightV 
ened publicists of that age were obMged to allow 
tiie rif^tfulness of Private War in a just cause» 
whenever and wherever the magistrate was 
wholly incapable <^ interfering; as said Grotius, 
''upon distant seas, vacant isUnds, and in places 
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beyond the control of regolar gDveimneni." 
Here, omrder and robbery had been oonimitted in 
tnne of- peace, under the mask of religion, upon 
the distant and unprotected, with such circum- 
stances of deep atrocity, that the perpetrators 
could only be regarded as bucaniers and pirates^ 
the enemies of the human race, and out of the 
pale of the common rights of peace and war. 
De Gourgues was therefore justified in consi- 
dering himself as the champion of no party or 
private cause, but as one sent forth by Provi- 
dence, the chosen minister of its just and terrible 
wrath. 

This punishment, moreover, severe as it was, 
was also justifiable on the ground of signal and 
necessary example. Such was then the inlre- 
quency of commercial and maritime intercourse, 
and such the utter inability of most of the civi- 
lized nations of Europe to protect their distant 
ooloipes, that there was not a single European 
settlement on the coast or islands of America or 
Asia, which was not exposed to the same unre- 
strained piracy and butchery; and their suffer- 
ings would have been passed over unheeded, 
perhaps unknown, by the rulers of the mother 
country. 

But this rigorous act of vindictive justice, thus 
illustrated by the chivalrous enterprise which 
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carried it into ezeculioii, takg ihtonghmt 
Europe, and strack a salutary terror into ail ithd 
savage and bigotted adventmrers who weri then: 
crowding to the new world in pursnit of fanie 
or fortune. 

De GoUrgnes had now MfiBed his vOw: th» 
stem purpose to which he had devoted himself 
was Sichieved, and he re-embarked for France. 
Here he was menaced with new dangers. The 
Spaniards had heard of the result of his ex- 
pedition before he reached Europe, and a 
squadron of nineteen galleys was sent to inter- 
cept him. They fell in inith him off Rochelle, 
Where he first ma)de land, and pursued him- to 
Bourdeaux. But he arrived in safety with faui 
whole squadron. 

The enthusiastic admiration with which he 
was received at Bourdeaux by all classes, sectSt 
and parties, and the advice of his friend the brave 
Blaise de Montluc, uiider whom he had served 
in Italy, induced him to present himself at court* 
There he was again met by the wrath of Spain. 
He found that Philip had offered a reward for his 
head, and that the Spanish minister had made a 
ibrmal demand on the French government to 
dehv^r him up. Catharine de Medicis, then at 
the height of her power, and the princes of the 
house of Lorraine, loudly demanded his pnni^- 
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nmBLt* Mthoughthe imiversal feeling of the na-' 
tioa, and of the army was with him, he was obliged 
to Aj from Paris to Rouen, wheze, by the friend* 
ship of the President de Marigny, he lay con-^ 
cealed for a long time. He was also harassed 
by. debts, which he had contracted in fitting *'out 
his expedition ; from them too he was rdieved 
by the friendship of the same generous magis- 
trate. 

> Whilst he was thus in retironent, Blizabeth 
of iSngland, touched by his misfbrtunes, and 
adjuring bis character, sent him an offer of osd- 
ploynleat and high rank in herseryice. He was 
«» tihe pointof accepting it; bat the French court 
«)Mfcld jao longer withstand the chtmoursand re* 
OMiislViiiees of the whole nation, and the general 
voice o£ Europe. The king publiely reedved 
Pe>GauEgaes into fav<our, and he declined the 
qS» Of QUeen Elizabeth. 

, Soon after this, Don Antonio de Crato, the 
h^ and •claimu^ of the Portuguese throne, and 
thi6 favourite of that nation^ attracted by his 
military reputation, invited hip to take command 
of the fleet vrhkk had been fitted out to assist in 
liberating Portugal from its subjection to Phitip 
of Spain* This expedition accorded in all^ re* 
spects with his chvjacter and wishes, and De 
Gourguos gladly a4;cepted the appointment : but 
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on his way to jdm the Portuguese chief he fell 
siek at Tours, where, after a short illness, he 
died in 1 683. This avenger of Protestant blood, 
died as he had lived, in the faith of the Roman 
Catholic church. He was buried in one of the 
churches of Tours, where a monument was 
erected to his memory. 

Some years ago, in the course of a ramble 
along the banks of the *' murmuring Loire," I 
spent a week at the beautiful city of Tours, and 
searched throughout its stately cathedral and 
other old churches for this monument. It was 
in vain. The monument had doubtless been 
destroyed, with hundreds of others, during that 
indiscriminate rage of the revolution, winch has 
left the ancient edifices of France so bare of all 
memorials of history and chivalry. 

Gallant spirit ! Thou shalt have a fiir nobler 
monument. 

The scene of thy achievements is now a 
portion of the territory of our republic. The 
story of thy exploits is embodied in our history. 
To that story will American genius hereafter 
turn for the theme or the decorations of high 
romance or heroic song; or if, haply, at any 
time the sanctity of our flag or the rights of our 



cilizexis dxQuld be faatbteiislytyi^^iUied, thy oamiB 
wiU swjell the thunders of p^'triot i^oquencid, 
and tky example animate tbe valoux of our 
nation's avengers. 
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A TYPB 07'THE BJBPF.KMFitt. 



[From MetaaUuio.y • 



[In the foUotving tfanwIaliMi I h*T6 elidoavoared to' adhere as 
closely as possible to the text of the original, and of the English 
version of the Scriptares, where the author has quoted or aUuded 
to theiQ* Some passages, which seemed least essential in preset v- 
ing the unity of the design, have been omitted.] 



[As a suitable accompaniment to this attempt to transfuse into 
our language, the beauties of one of the most pleasing and graceful 
poets of Ituy, the eiigraver has selected an exquisite reliffioos pic* 
ture of an Italian artist, of similar genius. It is the Infant Jesus 
sleeping on the cross, by Albano* Aibano has been called the 
painter of the Graces. But his Graces were not those of voIud- 
tuousness. His own beautiful family were the models from whicB ^ 
he drew every form of lov^ncas in womanhood or iofanoy ; and v; 
thus the purity and delicacy of his works perpetuate at once ] 
the taste and fancy of the artiiit, and the virtues and afl^ctions of f 
the man.] 



N 
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PART FIRST. 

Abbaham. Isaac. 

•Ah. No more, my son ; now more than half the night 
O'er us forgetful of the hours, and held 
In sweet discourse, hath past. Thee the desire 
Of knowledge, me the love to see thee thus 
Hang on my lips attentive, hath so long 
Beguiled from sleep. Dear Isaac, to thy couch. 
Now ask not further. To their wonted rest 
Give we our weary limbs. Some other time, 
What yet remains I will in full recount. 

Is, Whene'er, O Father, thou resumest the tale. 
In its miraculous order, of thy life, 
Such pleasing wonder wraps my spirit round, 
I feel no sense of weariness, nor wish 
For rest. My being I forget : with thee 
Borne on through each event, beside thee ever 
I could assert myself to be. When first, 
Obedient to the call of the Most High, 
Thy native soil forsaking, I with thee 
Leave the Chaldean plains : in woods and hills 
Of Charran and of Palestine, with thee 
A stranger I sojourn. And when there comes 
A famine in that land, and thou dost rove 
Far, seeking food, I journey on with thee 
To (xerar and to Egypt, shuddering still 
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At tMne and- at my moiheii^d petflods way. 

TVhen on the kings o'erthrown thou sett'st thy foot, 

Conqueror, near Jordan's double-fbunted source, 

I follow thy victorious steps. But when 

Thou dost disclose the promises of God, 

The Covenant stablished 'twixt him and thee, — 

With the dread presence overwhelmed, I hear 

The Deep Voice of Jehovah ; and my heart 

Is filled with sacred awe. 

Jik, Those promises 
Of the Eternal now unfit^d in thee, 
And in thy seed shall be fulfilled. This land 
Wherein thou wanderest as a stranger now, 
From Nilus to Euphrates shall to them 
he subject. 

Is, Then my issue — 

•46. Than the stars, 
And than the sands shall be more numerous. Them 
Will the Most High declare his chosen race. 
Will make them kings and princes of the earth ; 
And all that dwell therein, that yet shall come. 
Through the long future, shall be blest in us. 

/«. What glory, fortune, happiness ! 

•Sb. Ah! my son, , T 

Let not such glory dazzle thee ! Our joy * 
Is often sinful, when beneath it hid. 
Pride, tike a serpent, creeps into the heart, . 
And turns to poison the best gifts of heaven. 

Is, I feel my soul from such contagion free. 
I feel — but I may be deceived ; for who 
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Knows thoroughly, his own heart? TbOQ 4idat not 

speak 
Thus undesignedly. Thou nwjsest me tremble^ 
Ab, (0 holy fear of God, the true bdgUuiiQg 
Of wisdom !) Be t^ou quieted, my son, > 
Thy father warns thee, but accuses not. 
Go — such as ^ow thou art» God keep thee stills 

Abraham, alone. 
Oh ! how, and in what language, bounteous Godf 
For all thy mercies shall I render thanks ? 
Great was thy goodness which vouchsafed to me 
A son when old, and stricken far in age. 
But such a son^ depo^tajry meet 
Of my overflowing tenderness, — my hope,— 
The dear prop of my many years, — Oh J this, 
This is a gifl — But whence this sudden light 
That pours its blaze around ? Does the sun bring 
The flood of day so soon? Ah no 1 the «iun 
Hath not such living splendour in his beams. 
I know the glorious rays— I feel who comes. I 

The Angd appears, 

^gd, Abraham ! Abraham ! 

M, Behold I am here, 

Angd. Hearken to the commandment which I bring 
From the Everlasting God. Take, now thy son, 
Thine only son, Isaac, .whom thou so love&t, 
And get thee with him to Moriah, Therei 
His blood being shed, ofier thou up the lad . 
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For a bumtpoflbing^ on that mountain's top 
Which He shall show thee, by a certain sign. 

Thina innocent child, in thy late years, 
Vouchsafed by heaven to thy desires, 

Whom love so just, so strong endears, 
Groo at thy hand requkes ; 

Requires thine offipring's blood to flow, 
Beneath thy sacrificing knife, 

Requires the-priest to strike the blow. 
Who gave the victim life. 

Abraham, aUme, 

Eternal Gron ! how sudden thy command ! 

How teiiible its purport. Tis thy will 

That I should slay my son ; and thou art pleased 

Even in thine awful message to rehearse 

The exceeding value of the gift recalled ; 

Repeating all the names that can awake 

The tenderest yearnings towards the thing I lose. 

But Thou commandest it : It is enough. 

I bow my forehead to the dust. I adore 

Thine awful mandate. I will shed his blood — , 

But Isaac dead — ^my hope»~-where then are they ? 

Runs not the promise counter to the command ? 

No ! for Thou canst not lie, and I am bound 

To hearken and obey. To doubt is sin ; 

Tis sin to search thy ways, past finding out. 

My God ! I do obey, bdieve, and hope. 

But in this terrible strait, be Thou my help, 

w * 



150 1SAAC4 

Oh Lord! behold me xoidy for the work 
I must perform and will. 

But who can tell ? 
When I must strike the blow — his pleading looka 
My heart may agitate—my hand may treml^) 
Unless Thou giv'st me strength. I am a Man, 
I am a Father. Thou, Lord, knowest all. 
What ho ! within ! . 

Abraham. Servanis, 

Ab, Wake Isaac from his sleep. 
Saddle an ass ; call two of the young men 
To follow me. — ^But let not Sarah hear, 
Nor break her slumbers. Yet unknown to her 
Be the dread secret. Let me spare her yet 
A mother's agony. Too soe u ' O h God ! 
She comes. How shall I speak ? 

Abraham. Sarah. 

Sar, So long before 
The dawn, is Abraham forth? What care anew-* 

Ah, Sarah, I am bound to offer up to Gkw 
The blood of a pure victim. I go forth 
To cut dry branches from the neighbouring wood. 
To kindle on the altar. Stay me not — 
Farewell ! 

Sear, May I not bear thee company ? 

Ah, Not this time. Let it please thee to remain. 

Sear. And have i walked vnth thee so na&y yeurs, 
Partner in all thy joys, and all thy gitefs, 
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And must I in thy pious offices 
Partake no longer? 

•^b. (Just is the reproof. 
She should not be defrauded of her part 
In tMs great sacrifice: She must know aH. ) 

Sar. (What hath he to unfold ? ) 

M, Beloved wife, 
Tell me, — ^in present memory dost thou bear 
The unnumbered mercies God hath showered upon us? 

Sar. Ah! how can I forget them? 

Ab, Art thou grateful ? 

Sar, He knows my heart. 

M, But should he ask from thee 
To give some difficult proof of gratitude, 
Most trying to the heart ? 

Sar. Content I were 
To meet all dangers, to lay down my life. 

M. And if he should demand thy son? 

Sar. Isaac ? 

M. Even Isaac. 

Sar. Alas ! though it might cost the pangs of death — 
Unto the hand which gave, I would restore 
The precious gift. 

•Sb. Then, Sarah, be it so. 
Restore him. God requires it. 

Sar. Ha! 

Ab. Even so. 
I must oflfer up the lad a sacrifice 
To Him. Sutf^hisbehest; and absolute 
Was the commandment. 
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Sar. Abraham! sayjBSt thou? 
Thy words amaze me. Can it be His will 
Our son should die, so dear to Him, — His own 
Peculiar gift — ^who was to be the sire 
Of many and mighty nations ? How ? and why ? 

•45. It hath not pleased the Almighty to reveal 
His purposes. A mandate from His lips 
Issued, 'tis ours in silence to obey. 
Not reason of its cause. 

Sar, And Isaac then 
Full soon — 

M, Must on the altar yield his life. 

Sar, The Father too himself— 

M, The Father too 
With his own hand must ofier him. Oh wife ! 
If in the merit of this sacrifice 
Thou wouldst partake, let thy free will attend 
In this great action. But no farther now 
A yearning mother's presence I invite, 
Nor can permit. Farewell ! From Isaac hide 
The secret — ^»ti8 from me that he must learn — 
Alas ! thou weepest. Be firm ! if thou art willing. 
And in thy will art strongly resolute, 
God ever merciful will with his grace 
Help thee, and afterward for righteousness 
It shall be accounted to thee. Ponder this, 
That better than ourselves can know. He knows 
Whatever is good for us, whatever is ill. 
Wealth, honour, length of days, and progeny. 
Are all His gifts ; nor, rendering unto Him 
That which Himself beistowed, is man bereaved. 



Let peace. o'er thyead bosom move, 

And teach thy spuit to obey ; 
Dearer to Qod the tadL ehall prove, 

Tbaa any Victim thou oouldst day* 

Another's btood we only pay. 
For tribute when the Yidkim dies ; 

We render up, when we Obey, 
The Will, a nobler sacrifice. 

Sarah, qknu. 

Yet then, a Uttle while — . 

Miserable, afflicted, 8orroW*Btricken mothef^ 

Mother no longer shall 1 be? That bosom^ 

That seat of truth — ^upon the altar«stoDe 

Transpierced, must all its innocent blood be shed ? 

Already in my soul I feel the edge 

Of that dividing knife. Eternal Father, 

Accept with favour all my anguifih ! Here 

In this sad heart the sacrifice begins. 

Nor less the sacrifice of grie^ perchance, 

Than of the blood thou biddeat to be shed. 

Sarah. Isaac. Gamai^. Servants. 

la. Mother. 

Sar» (That name ! that image !) 

la, I am summoned 
By Abraham. Is he not with thee ? Swift 
I must speed to find himt 

Sar, Hearken — (Strengthen me, 
OGod!) 
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Jt. Thou dost not know that they prepafo 
A sacrifice, whereat I must attend. 

Sar. I know my son; I know. Yet hold! (I feel 
The pangs of death.) Do not forsake me thus ! 

h. My mother, why art thou disquieted, 
And wherefore dost thou weep? 

Sar. Alas! lamleft 
Childless. 

Is, But I will soon return to thee. 
Surely for the first tune I do not quit 
Thy much-loved presence. 

Sar, But this time~(Oh God ! 
What agony hath ever equalled mine !) 

/«. Gamaii, thou whom I have ever loved, ^ 
Who on my bosom hast so often leaned, 
Do thou watch over her when I am gone. 
Mother, till I return, behold thy son ! 
Thou weepest still. What shall — ^what must I do ? 
Thou knowest my fiither's will. 

Sar, Yes, go my son ; 
His will be done. My will it shaH be too, 
Though in a thousand parts my heart be rent. 
Go — list — one last embrace, and then fiurewell ! 

Isaac, 

Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 

afmid. 
Though absent, I am with you still, to cheer you and 

to aid; 
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I will not leave you oomfortless, to sorow here in 



vam, 



I go unto my father now, and I will come again. 
As I am in the Father, and in me the Father is, 
BelieYe the words I speak to you ; not mine they are, 

but His. 
Believe, though for a Httle while, my face ye may not 



see, 



My promise, that where'er I am, there you shall also be. 



CHOBUS OF SHBFJBKERDB, £TC. 

Oh! daughter of humiUty ! 

Friend of each virtue that adorns the heart. 
Obedience ! who like thee 

Can to the fiiithful soul rich grace impart I 
A wild and savage plant, the human will 
In its gross soil springs up, and puts forth still 
Rank shoots, till each excrescence thou dost prune, 

And graft the scions of the Maker's pleasure : 
Then the old trunk acquires fresh vigour soon, 

God nourishes it in abundant measare ; 
And free and fair its branches round are thrown. 
When thus His will becomes our own. 
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PART SECOND. 

Sarah, done, 

yfho will hare pity on me ? Who w31 tell me 

How my son fares ? Servants and shepherds forth 

I have sent on every side, and none returns. 

Alas ! belike for pity each avoids me ; 

Belike already in his father's hands 

He hath breathed out his innocent soul. Ah me ! 

Of all I love, there is none to comfort me. 

Mine eyes do fill with tears, my strength dries up. 

My heart is turned within me, while I look, 

And there is none to help. Whither shall I turn ? 

How doth the house sit solitary ; once 

So full of people, busy and rejoicing ; 

The ways do mourn ; the gates are desolate ; 

The flocks in vain for their lost keeper seek ; 

Wandering they go, vrithout their wonted guide. 

The shepherd smitten, scattered are the sheep ! 

But one at least of such a multitude, 

One only — ^Ha ! behold one. • I will seek him, 

I will demand, — ^but my heart fails. I dread 

To hear his answer. Wherefore do they come 

Thus in disorder ? Where is Abraham 1 

What have ye witnessed ? God support me ! speak I 

Sarah. Gamari. Shepherds, 

8ar, Oh speak ! your silence is to me 
More cruel than your words can be ! 



ISAAC. 157 

FoTbear — ^yonr tidings I have read ; 
Say not to me—" thy son is dead !*' 

Tes — on the altar-stone I know. 
Ere this his precious blood must flow: 
'Tis in my heart, and in my brain, 
The knife with which my son was slain ! 

Gam. Tis not through my own faolt, that I retnni 
So tardily from doing thy commands. 
Know — 

8ar, Ah ! I know it all — already ; all, 
I know, Gramari. I have no more a son. 
Isaac is dead. 

Gam. How ? When myself beheld him 
Even now, at Mount Moiiah's foot. 

Sar. Ha! then — 
Does he yet live ? Dost thou not mock me 1 

Gam, Soon 
Thou shalt embrace him. 

Sar. Everlasting God ! 
Has then my sorrow moved thee to compassion? 
Can thy command be altered or revoked ? 
What victim, then, was o^red to the Lord ? 

Gam. By this time, or I err, the sacrifice 
Must be complete ; but when I parted thence. 
It was not 

Sar. Was not yet ? What then detained 
Abraham at the mountain's foot so long? 

Gam. Me too this much amazed, nor did I dare 

o 
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Nearer approach, the cause of thdr delay 

To ask. Perhaps he waited for a sign 

From heaven. For suddenly, towards the mountain 

I marked him going, with firm steps. He left us 

All on the plain. He bore the sacred fire 

In one hand ; in the other was the knife — 

Sar. And Isaac? 

Gam, Isaac, meek and lowly went, 
Bending beneath the burden of hewn boughs. 
Bound up, a cumbrous load, with weary steps 
Up the steep pathway following. 

Sar, Ah, how often 
Am I to die this day ! 

Gem, When my dear Lord, 
Wearied and toiling like a bondsman thus 
I saw, what love, what sorrow filled my heart ! 
Beneath hit heavy load, at every step, 
I dreaded to behold him sink opprest. 
I felt that heavy load weigh down my soul, 
And so much of his agony on that mount 
I felt, that even yet upon my brow 
Thick stands the sweat that anguish wrung fi:om me. 

Sar. In pity, from thy sad detail forbear, 
Nor fret the deep wounds of my soul. 

Gam, Behold 
Abraham is returning. 

8ar, Woe is me ! 
The sacrifice is then complete. 

Gam, Of a certainty 
'Tis finished. And inAbraham^s right hand 
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The knife yet drips with blood. 

Sar, Oh ! let me fly 
The cruel sight. 

Sarah. Abraham. Isaac. Gamari. Shepherds, ^. 

Is. Mother ! 

Jib, Wife! 

/*. Whither goest thou? 

^b. Whom dost thou fly ? 

Sar, Isaac ! Almighty Grod ! 
Do I dream. Is it thyself? 

Is, Mother, 'tis I. 
I came to bring thee peace. To thine emlM'ace 
Again I come. Grod has unlocked for us 
The treasures of his grace. 

Sar, My son ! 

Is, Thou art faint. 

Sar, My son! alas, I die! 

•^6. Support her, Isaac. 

Is, Alas ! that deadly paleness — ^these cold drops — 

Ab, Be not cast down nor troubled, oh, my son ! 
Of great and sudden joy the eflect thou seest, 
Is no unwonted issue. Brief repose 
Her o'erfraught soul requires, that to herself 
And certainty of peace she may return. 

Is, How is it that a soul, which could bear up 
Unyielding against evils numberless, 
One happy moment thus can quite overpower? 

Ab, Grief wears, my son, a known familiar face. 
While joy is ever but a transient guest. 
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Cast on a sea of care and pain. 

Where stonns for ever rage, 
Man learns from childhood to sustain 

Sorrow, his heritage. 

So rarely Good his portion is, 

The smile of Joy so raxe, 
The glad surprise of sudden bties 

He never learns to bear I 

Gam, Lo! Sarah breathes again; andontheli^t 
Her eyeUds are re-opened. 

Sar, Abraham! 
Isaac ! Can it be true. 

Is, Yes. Oh my mother! 
Thou art in Isaac's arms. 

Sar, Thy name be blessed 
Oh Lord most merciful ! now and for ever ! 
But Abraham, how — 

Jib* Hearken thou, and adore 
Infinite goodness. On the instant when 
I lifted up mine eyes, and afiur off 
Beheld the place the Lord revealed to me. 
Straightway I arose ; and to the appointed hill, 
With my son only, following near at hand, 
And with a heart whose throbbings thou mayst guess. 
Went forward. On the journey Isaac spake. 
Saying, Father, behold here the fire and wood, 
But where the lamb for a burnt-offering? 
Sadly I answered, meeting not his eye, 
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My aon^ Q6v will provide himself a lamb 
For a barat^fiering. And we went on both 
Together, climbmg the ascent. And when 
We came to the place which God had told me of, 
I built an altar there ; and laid the wood 
In order. I bound Isaac 

8ar, Ah! Hwasthen 
He knew the whole. And how, then, unto Gob 
Did he present himself a sacrifice ? 

M, Even as a lamb, that to the slaughter goes, 
Innocent, meek, and opening not his mouth. 

Sar. Alas ! I can imagine all the pangs 
Of that most bitter moment. 

w96. Sarah, no : 
I felt an unknown strength support me then, 
His own mysterious gift. No more the Father, 
No more the man possessed me. For the power 
Of faith had conquered nature. A clear light. 
Unseen by mortal wisdom, to my thought 
Showed marvellously linked with my son's death 
The promises of Goo. With love and faith 
And hope, my heart was glowing in one blaze 
Of wondrous ecstasy, wherein I seemed 
To hold communion with the Eternal Mind. 
And now already on the up-turned brow 
Of kneeling Isaac was my left hand laid ; 
My eyes were bent on heaven ; and I stretched forth 
My hand, and took the knife to slay my son. 
When a bright radiance, with a sudden burst 
Of glory kindled all the air. A voice 

n* 
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Called to me out of hMAren, B&ymgy AbrabAtOf 
Lay not thy hand upon the lad, nor do thou 
Any thing unto him ; for now I know 
How much thou feareat God, sedmg thou haa not 
IVithheld thy son, thine only son from me. 

Sar, I breathe once more. 

Ab, At these awakening words, 
My heairt was moved within me. I became 
Again the Man^ the Father. That kind voice 
With angel tones disarmed my steeled breast, 
The barriers that encircled it were broken, 
And the full flood of human sympathies 
Gushed in with overflowing waves. Amasement, 
Joy, gratitude, love, fear, yearnings profound. 
Tenderness, pity, almost in one tide 
O'erwhelmed my soul. Fain would I have poured <mt 
My thanks unto the Lord ; but not a sound 
My lips could frame. Then to unbind tiie lad 
With hasty hands I strove ; but those same knots 
Which they unshaking formed, trembling they had not 
The cunning to undo. Half murmured words^ 
Broken with sobs of rapture, fond embraces. 
Mingled with many tears — even while I speak, 
Again the strong convulsion overcomes 
My senses. Isaac, finish thou the tale. 

Is, The victim yet was wanting for the rite. 
But God provided one, as Abraham 
Foretold. At noise of branches rustling near, 
We Ufted up our eyes and looked, and lo ! 
Behind us a white ram, caught by his horns, 
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In an entangled thidut's thorny brake, 
StroTO Tainly to set firee Mb armed l&ont. 
On him my bonds were fastened. He being slain, 
With guiltless blood supplied the sacred Sxe. 

Gam. Thrice happy Abraham ! who hath to God 
Given such clear proof of Faith. 

Sar, No, not therein 
The blessing Ues. Already known to God 
Without such proof was Abraham. Himself 
Did Abraham not know, nof the full power 
Of his own confidence in God, who willed 
To instruct him in its strength ; willed that in him 
Of faith and constancy the world should have 
A glorious example, memorable 
Through all succeeding ages. Oh henceforth 
Pregnant be all the examples of his faith 
With generous fruits ; and often, in ourselves. 
May we repeat this solemn sacrifice ! 

May every heart an altar prove^ 
Where bums the flame of sacred love ; 
And be the victims of its fires 
Our earth-bom longings and desires : 
These let us slay, and oSex whole • 
The cherished offiipring (^ theeouL 

A Son devoted, in his eyes 
Is not a worthier sacrifice. 
Than to subdue the hosts of sin. 
That ever press the soul to win. 
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And give the heart, in follies lost, 
To him entire, a holocaust ! 

•46. Be silent. Heaven is opening. 

The angd appears. 

Angd, Ahraham, 
I come to thee again, a messenger 
From God. With thine obedience, and thy proof 
Of perfect fiiith, he is well pleased. Because 
Thou hast done this thing, and not withheld thy son, 
Thine only son, he doth renew to thee 
His promises. In blessing he will bless thee, 
In multiplying he will multiply 
Thy seed even as the stars of heaven, or sands 
On the sea shore ; and in them, in due time. 
Shall all the nations of the earth be blest. 

In the fulness of ages 

Thy progeny glorious, 
Shall ^me o'er his enemies 

Trampling victorious : 

Their gates shall fly open. 

Their hosts shrink before hiia. 
In the facQ of the nations 

Who shall kneel and adore himt 

From God is the promise, 
His foes long shall mourn it ; 
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He can swear by no greater, 
By Himself he hath sworn it. 

jSiof. Hast thou heard, Abraham ? 

Is, He hears not. Father ! 

Sar. What glory tightens o'er his features ! 

M4 God 
Omnipotent ! with what mysterioos types 
This day thou makest known thy will. The Father 
OjBTers his only Son. The Son accepts 
Of .his free will the dreadful penalty, 
Whioh he had never merited. Oh why 
Bears he the fatal instrument of death, 
On his own bending shoulder ? For what end. 
Among so many, chosen is that mount ? 
Why is the victim's head plucked from the thorns? 
In visions of the future I am rapt : 
With other blood I see that mountain stained ; 
Another Son I see, bowing his head 
Meekly^ unto his Father's hand commend 
His spirit. The hills shake ! The gravet are opened ! 
And the thick blackness of profoundest night 
Covers, all heaven I — I read the mystery I 
Thanks, thanks, redeeming God I This is that day, 
I have desired t« see I This is that blood. 
An infinite recompense for infinite guilt ! 
This is that sacrifice which must be made, 
That satisfies and reconciles at once 
Eternal Justice and Eternal Love ! 
This is that death which unto man redeemed 
Unfolds the gates of everlasting life ! 
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CnORUS OF SHEFHEBDS, ETC. 

So long does the MoBt Ifigh, 
Ere rolling ages in their order staid 
Shall bring forth the ripe time of prophecy, 

Prepare to break the bonds that sin has wrought. 
Is such the costly ransom to be paid, 

Ere man's immortal freedom can be bought, 
His guilty race from thraldom to deliyer ? 

Thus in its councils wills the Eternal Mind. 
Oh let us lose the purchased blessings never, 
Of his dear care, who hath so loved mankind ! 



MAJOR EGERTON. 



" Come like shadows ; so depart/'— JlfocietA. 



The critic's first and last injunction to the 
author and the artist is, to '^ copy nature." For 
my own part, I never more than half believed in 
this standing^ stock rule of common-place criti- 
cism. Nature, and bcauti^ nature too, may be 
80 very natural, that if too accurately copied, it 
will seem unnatural. This assertion has a most 
paradoxical sound, I confess, and is quite worthy 
of a Kantian metapb3rsician. Still it is the fact. 
That which is true is not always probable. Who 
has not observed, in natural scenery, a brilliancy 
of colour, or some singular effect of form or light, 
which, if fiiithfully transferred to the canvass, 
would be pronounced at once, by ninety-nine out 
of an hundred, to be an extravagant and fantastical 
capprido of the art. So too, in real life-p-occur- 
tences happen every day before our eyes, which 
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if related in a novel, or interwoven in a drama, 
would be branded by the whole critical brother- 
hood as too far out of probability to be tolerated, 
even in professed fiction. 

For myself, though I have been bandied a good 
deal about the globe, I have encountered no mar- 
vellous vicissitudes of fortune. Yet, if I were 
to tell nakedly, and without explanation, many 
of the incidents of my life, they would hardly 
gain credence. For instance, I have at different 
periods dined familiarly with five European kings, 
played chess with an empress, given alms to an 
archbishop, and had my soup cooked by a duke* 
This is very astounding, and the reader is 
doubtless already either penetrated with respect 
for my high rank, or else sets me down in his heart 
for an impudent liar. Yet upon a little consider* 
ation, he may satisfy himself that within the last 
thirty years, a plain American citizen might, 
without any marvel, have relieved the wants or 
received the services of a French temporal or 
spiritual peer, have dined at tables tPhdte and on 
board steam^boats, with Lewis of Holland, 
Joseph of Spain, Jerome of Westphalia, and- 
Giistavus of Sweden ; and bave been beaten, at 
Washington, at the royal game of chess, by a 
Mexican ex«empress. The ifth, in my catalogue 
of royal acquaintance, is his present majeity of 
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the NetherkndB, who, when a poor prince of 
Germany, was a very conyersible pleasant Dutch- 
man. I might add, that I have received lessons 
in mathematics from another prince, who though 
not exactly the next iu succession, now looks 
proudly towards the first throne on the European 
continent. 

There is one extraordinary chain of incidents 
in my life, which I have often been tempted (when 
seized with a fit of authorship,) to make the 
foundation of a Gil Bias or Anastasius noyeL 
But I have always been deterred from executing 
it, by the conviction, that though I should task 
my fkncy solely for the minor incidents, and add 
no decorations but the necessary colouring of 
sentiment, character and description, the very 
skeleton and ground- work of the whole, though 
strictly true, would still be so outrageously im- 
probable, as to shook even the easy credulity of 
the novel-reader. 

My readers may perhaps anticipate that after 
this deprecatory prologue, I am about to unfold 
a tale of love and arms, or else of wild adven* 
tmre, of which I am mjrself to be the Prince 
Arthur, the Amadis or the Rinaldo^^-or at least 
the Gil Bias or (Tom Jones. No, I am not the 
hero of it. Right gla^y would I transform myself 
into a htzo, at the expense of any danger or 
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hardships, (eo that all were now well over,) if I 
could thus be enabled to make bright eyes we^ 
over my sorrows, and lovely forms bend entranced 
over the page that speaks of me. 

Such, alas ! is not my good fortune. But to 
my story, which, I begin to fear, will scarcely 
equal the expectations this introduction may 
raise. 

It was longer ago than I commonly care to tell 
without special necessity, that, having finished 
my professional studies, I spent m^ first fashion- 
able winter in New-Ydtk. The gay and polite 
society of the city, which every day's necessity 
is now dividing up into smaller and more inde- 
pendent circles, was then one very large one, 
wherein whoever was introduced, circulated 
freely throughout the whole. I of coarse went 
every where ; and every where did I meet with 
Major Egerton. He was a young British 
officer, of high connexions. Not one of your 
Lord Mortimers or Marquises de CriUon, who 
have so often taken in our title-loving republicans 

of fashion ; but a real officer of the regi* 

ment, a major at the age of twenty-six, and the 
nephew of a distinguished English general ; in 
proof of which he had brought the best letters 
to the ^^ best good men," in our chief cities. He 
was quite the fashion, and he deserved fee be so. 
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Most people thought him handsome: taQ and 
well*>made and young and accomplished, he cer- 
tainly was ; of easy and graceful manners, ready 
and bold address, and fluent rattling conversa- 
tion. He danced to the admiration of the ladies ; 
and that, at a time when our belles were accus- 
tomed to the incredible performances of so many 
Parisian partners, was no mean feat for an En- 
glishman. He was overflowing with anecdotes 
of the great and the gay of London ; and listen- 
ing dinner tables and drawing-rooms hung upon 
his lips, while he discouiibd about the Duchess of 
Devonshire, Lord Dudley and Ward, the Duke 
of Norfolk, Lady Louisa Mildmay, Mrs. Siddons, 
Lord Nelson, Kemble, and the Countess of 
Derby. 

Still, I know not why, I liked not the man. 
There was something singularly disagreeable in 
the tone, or rather the croak, of his voice. His 
ready and polite laugh never came from the heart 
—and his smile, when by a sudden draw of the 
lip he showed his. white teeth, contrasting with 
iiis black brow and sallow cheek, had a covert 
ferocity in it which almost made me shudder. 

One evening, at the theatre— it was when 
Fennel and Cooper were contending for the palm 
in Othello and Iago*-we were crowded together 
in a comer of the stage-box. 
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" Mr* Herbert," said he suddenly to n^e^ yah 
do aot seem to know that you and I are quite old 
aoquaintaziceQ." 

*♦ I don't understand you, Major " 

" Some six or seven years ago you, then a lad, 
ao^MXQpanied your father to the West on his 
mission as a commissioner to make an Indiaii 
treaty," 

" Yes." 

^' I>o you remember among the Tusearoras the 
Blaok Wild Cat, a 3^uth of white blood, the 
adopted son of Good^eter, the great Indiaa 
oraior f I mean the one who after giving you- & 
lesson on the bow and arrow, surprised a reve- 
rend divine of your party by reading in his Greek 
testament, and then mortified him by correcting 
his pronunciation of latin, which, like other Ame- 
rican scholars, he pronounced in a way intolerable 
to the ears of one who has had longs and shorts 
flogged into him at an English school." 

^^ Certainly, I remember him ; and it is a 
mystery which has often puzzled me ever 
sinoe." 

*' Then you have now the solution of it. I am 
tibe:Black Wild C&t.V 

"You— how!" 

"After leaving Harrow I accompanied my 
uncle to Canada. Theare a boyish frolic induced 
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me to join an Indian party, who were returning 
home from Montreal. Good Peter (a great man 
by the way, very like our Erskine,) took a fancy 
to me, and I spent my time pleasantly enough. 
It is certainly a delicious life that of savages, as 
we call them. But my uncle coaxed me back. 
I am not sure that I was not a fool for accepting 
his offer, but I could not resist the temptation of 
the red coat and an epaulette. The old man has 
pushed me on as fast as money and interest could 
promote me. The rest I can do for myself; and 
if Pitt will leave off his little expeditions to pick 
up colonies, and give us a fidr chance <m the 
continent, the major at six and twenty, will be a 
general and a peer at thirty." 

Here the rising of the curtain interrupted us. 
Business called me to Albany the next day, and 
before my return Major Egerton had sailed for 
England. 

I did not, however, forget him; and I often 
related, as one of the odd vicissitudes of life, 
the contrast between the young Black Wild Cat, 
as I first saw him in a Tuscarora wigwam, and 
the elegant major, glittering in scarlet and gold, 
when I met him again in the British Consul's 
ball-room. 

A year or two after this I went to England ; 
and not long after my arrival spent a week at 

p* 
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Biilh. All who are at all learned in Enf firii 
dramatic history, know that the Bath eompany is 
eommonly good, the Bath audience fashionable 
and critical, and that there, many of the stars of 
the theatrical firmament have first risen. Whilst 
I was there, a first appearance was announced. 
Mr. Monfort, of whom report spoke Bkvottrably, 
was to make his debttt as Romeo. I went with 
the crowd to see it. Romeo entered, and thun- 
ders of applause welcomed the handsome and 
giraceful lover. 

Could I believe my eyes ? Can this be Major 
Egerton? Yes — he smiles — that wicked and 
heartless smile cannot be mistaken; and his 
voice — ^that tuneless grating voice.-~It is he. 
What can it mean ? Is it a joke or a frolic, or 
some stxange caprice of fortune? 

Tha:t grating voice which betrayed him to me, 
ruined him with the house. It had sudden and 
most ludicrous breaks from a high hoarse croak, 
down at once into a shrill squeak ; so that in spite 
of grace and^gure, and a tolerable conception of 
his author, he was fairly laughed down. I did 
my best to sustain him, but I was almost alone in 
the good-natured attempt. 

Two days after, turning short round the tran- 
sept of the Abbey church, I came full upon Major 
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E^eilxm, who waa standing alone, with a liatless 
and melancholy air. 

'^ Major," said I—- then correcting mysel^^ 
^' Mr. Monfort" — ^with an offer of my hand. He 
met me holdly — ^' Herbert," said he, " I see you 
know my misfortunes." '^ Not at all — ^I saw you 
in Romeo, but wherefore you were Romeo I could 
not guess." 

" Sheer necessity — a run of ill luck and other 
misfoirtunes to which young soldiers are exposed, 
threw me out of favour with my uncle the old gene- 
ral, and into the King's Bench. At last I sold my 
ocnomissiony and resolved on a new profession. 
I had trusted to succeed on the stage ; I knew 
that this husky throat of mine made the attempt 
hazardous, yet Gifibrd and his brother wags had 
laughed at " the hoarse croak of Kemble's foggy 
throat," and if art and taste had overcome his 
defects, why might they not mine also? But it 
is all over now." 

" Then you do not mean to pursue the profes- 
sion ?" ^< No— the manager talks of twelve ind 
sixpence a week, and ordered me to study Bar- 
dolph for Cooke's Falstaff on Monday. I must 
seek my fortune elsewhere. If nothing better 
offers, rn to my old trade, and enlist as a soldier. 
In the meanwhile lend ny a guinea for old ac- 
quaintance sake ?" 
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I did so, and saw no more of him at Bath. I 
soon after left England for the continent. At 
Dover, before the quarters of some general 
officer, I saw the ci-devant Major Egerton on 
duty as a sentiael — a private soldier. I did not 
speak to him nor did he seem to observe me ; bot 
I was sure of my man. 

The studies and the amusements of Paris, 
during the winter, and the excitement of travel 
for the rest of the year, soon put my unlucky 
mi^or out of my head ; except that now and then 
when I fell into a narrative mood, I would tell his 
story to some of my young countrymen, generally 
ending it with a Johnsonian morality ; ^^ that no- 
thing could supply the want of prudence, and that 
continued irregularity will make knowledge use- 
less, wit ridiculous, and talent contemptible." 

In those days it was not easy to get a comfort- 
able passage from France to the United States, 
so that I was obliged to return home by the way 
of England. I therefore crossed from Holland 
to Harwich. Not far from the road up to Lon- 
don was the country seat of a wealthy gentleman, 
who had married a pretty American cousin of 
mine. I gladly seized the opportunity of paying 
Sophia a visit, and as willingly accepted her hus- 
band's invitation to sp%|iid a day or two^nHth them. 
The next day was Sunday. 
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. " You will go with 08 to church," slddSophia^, 
" your passion for gothic churches and old monu^ 
ments will he gratified there. We have an old 
carved pulpit, said to be without its match in 
England." 

^' Yes, cousin, but what shall we find in the 
pulpit to-day ?" * 

" Oh, our rector I suppose. He is not quite 
such a preacher as your Dr. Mason, yet they say 
he is very agreeable in society; though! know lit- 
tle about him, for my husband holds him in perfect 
detestation." 

So we went to the village church. As I fol- 
lowed Sophia up the aisle, the " Dearly beloved 
brethren," grated on my ear m that voice which 
I can never forget. I looked up in amazement. 
In the reading desk, duly attired in surplice and 
band, stood Major Egerton ! " 

I could not allow my cousin to enter the pew, 
without asking her, in a hurried whisper — ^* who 
is the clergyman ?" " Mr. Egerton, the rector," 
she replied, as coldly as if there was nothing 
strange in the matter. I was lost in wonder, and 
stood during the whole service leaning over the 
high oak pew, gazing at the rector in all the fid^ 
getty impatience of curiosity. He rattled* through 
the service, psahns, lessons, litany and all, in little 
more than half an hour, and then preached a 
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sermon of twelte ininates, which I believe was a 
paper of the Rambler, with a scriptural text sub- 
stituted for the classical motto. To do Egerton 
justice, there was nothing of levity or affectation 
in his manner; but it was as rapid, cold, and me- 
chanical as possible. 

As soon as it was over, without thinking of my 
friends, or any one else, I bustled through the 
retiring congregation, and met the rector alone 
at the foot of his pulpit stairs. He had observed 
me before, and now greeted me with a laugh. 
" So," said he, " Herbert, you see circtmistances 
have altered with me since you saw me at Dover, 
a poor private in the 49th." 

.''They have indeed, but what does it mean?" 
'' Notiiing more than that a rich and noble cousin 
was ashamed of having a relation and a godson 
who bore his name, and had borne a commission 
in his Majesty's service, now known to be « pri- 
vate of fooi. He paid my debts, took me out of 
the ranks, and was about to ship me off for Sierra 
Leone, as clerk of the courts there, when tbiff 
living, which is his gift, became vacant. I had 
Greek and Latin enough left out of my old Har-- 
row stock for any ordinary parson ; and the living 
is not bad. So having nci particular fancy to 
spend my days 'all among the Hottentots A 
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captring on shore,' I begged tiie living, and got 
myself j apanned. " 

" Japanntd!" said I. 

" Yes, got my red coat dyed black, you know. 
The Bishop of London was squeamish about me, 

though I don't see why; but his Lordship of 

had no such silly scruples, and I have been these 
two months rector of Buffington can Norton." ' 

My fair cousin and her worthy husband were 
waiting for me at the church door, and our con- 
versation ended abruptly with some common- 
place offers of civility. When I rejoined my 
friends, the suspicious looks which my host cast 
at me, showed that my apparent intimacy with 
his new rector was not at all calculated to raise 
me in his estimation. I had to explain, by relat- 
ing my fooner New- York acquaintance with the 
ex-major ; and then, by way of repelling all sus- 
picio])B of too close intimacy, on our way home 
took occasion to vent my indignation at the sys- 
tem of church and state, which could tolerate 
voch abuses of the ecclesiastical estabhshinsent. 
At last I grew eloquent and declamatory, and 
finished by quotmg Cowper : 

*^From raeh apottlet, oh ye mitred beatb, 
Freflerve the chorch ! and lay not caralen handf 
On Aulls that cannot teach and will not learn/* 
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The Joha Bullism of my good holt was roiued^ 
He could not bear that a foreigner shoold censure 
any institution of his country, whatever he might 
think of it himself. He too became eloquent ; 
and thus we lost sight of the rector in the dust 
of an argument which lasted till evening. 

On Monday I went up to London, and soon 
after returned home. 

On my second visit to Europe some years after, 
I became very intimftte wiUi a party of young 
Cantabs^ some of them rich, and all of them weU 
educated, who were suffering under that uneasi- 
ness at home, and desire of locomotioni abroad, 
which infects idle Englishmen of all ages; a 
malady of which, by the way, we have inherited 
a full share with our English blood. Shut onA 
from the common tour of Europe by the domina- 
tion of Napoleon, my Cambridge friends had 
planned a grand tour to Russia, Greece, Turkey, 
Egypt, and thence perhaps to Persia and India. 
I was easily persuaded to be of the party. 

This, of course, is not the place to relate my 
travels, nor, indeed, is it necessary that I should 
ever do it. My companions have kmg ago ant> 
cipated me in sundry well-printed London quartos, 
with splendid engravings; wherein I have the 
honour to be perpetuated by the burin of Heath 
and other great artists, now, perched half way up 



a pyrunid, then jofting cm the bare buck of a 
iiard-trotting camel, and Bometimes sitting cross- 
legged OB the floor between two well-bearded 
Tui^, at a Pacha's dumei^table, eating roast 
lamb and rice with my dingers. Meanwhile, in 
the letter press I go down to posterity as the 
author's " intelligent friend," his " amurang 
friend;" and even his "enterprising friend." 
Thus, upon the whole, without the risk or tremble 
of authori^ip, I have gained a very cheap and 
agreeable literary immortality; 'except, however, 
that when any disaster occurs in the tour, I am 
somehow made to bear a much larger portion of 
it than I can recollect to have ever actually 
fiillen to my iifhare. On all such occasions i att 
made to figure a« " our unlbrtunate friend." 

It was not till we had again turned our faces 
towards civilized Europe, after having tmversed 
in all directions the frozen North and the gop* 
geous East, and gazed on many a *^ forest and 
field and flood, temple and tower," renowned ia 

r 

song or in story, that we reached the land of 
Egypt. 

We had consumed a full year in our tour more 
tiian we had calculated on, and were all of us ia 
a feverish anxiety to return home. We therefore, 
vna voce, gave up the thoughts of p^ietrating to 



182 MAJOR EOBRTON. 

the sources of the Nile, and of eating live beef- 
steaks with Bruce's Abyssinian friends. 

But the Pyramids and the Sphinx, and the 
other wonders of antiquity thereunto aj^urte- 
nant, we could not return without seeing, though 
they must be seen in haste. And we did see 
them. 

It was after having seen all the sights, and 
explored the great Pyramid in the usual way 
within, and clambered to its top without, whilst 
my fatigued companions were resting in the 
shade with our guard, that I, who am proof 
against any fatigue of this sort, and a little vain 
too of being so, strolled forward towards the 
Sphinx, which, as every body knows, rears its 
ugly colossal head out of the sand at some dis- 
tance in front of what is called the second Pyra- 
mid. I was standing near it, making a sketch, 
after my fashion, of the relative position of the 
four great Pyramids, when I was startled by the 
sudden appearance of a gay troop of Mameluke 
horse, whose approach had been hidden from my 
sight by the ruins of the small pyramid on my 
left, and who now suddenly darted by me in gallant 
style. To my surprise, the leader of the troop, 
who, from the dazzling splendour of his equip- 
ments seemed to be a chief of rank, in passing, 
looked me full in the face, and then rapidly 
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wheeling twice round me, sprang from his horse. 
In the meanwhile, his party, to whom he gave 
some hrief command, went on at a slow walk, 
and halted in the shade of a neighbouring ruin. 

The stranger stood silently before me, tall and 
stately, in that gorgeous amplitude and splendour 
of dress which Eastern warriors love. His wide 
scarlet trowsers, marked him as a Mameluke. A 
rich Cashmere shawl, such as an English Duchess 
might have envied, was fancifully wreathed, tur- 
ban-like, round his helm, and fell over his 
shoulders. This, as well as his clasped and 
silver-mounted pistols and jewel-hilted dag- 
ger in his belt, and his crooked cimeter in its 
crimson velvet sheath, with gold bosses and hilt, 
marked the rank and wealth of the wearer. So 
too did his slender-limbed small-headed, bright- 
eyed iron-grey Arabian, with black legs,mane,and 
tail, and sprinkled all over with little stars of 
white, who had a moment before passed me with 
the swiflness of an arrow's flight, and who now 
stood behind his master, with the reins loose on his 
neck, gentle and docile as a spaniel. 

Supposing that this might be some Turk whom 
I had known at Alexandria or Cairo, I looked 
him full in the face, but could not recollect having 
seen him before. He appeared young, except 
that his coal-black whiskers and beard were here 
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of the British eoosulate at Cairoy and kave no 
projects independent of my firiends." 

'* AIl! — ^18 it so— 'then you need nothing from 
me. John Bull is in power here just now, and 
is your best protector* I am sorry that the 
eoBipany you ace in may prevent my seeing much 
of yon. But we'H meet somewhere again. Good 
by," said he, leaping on his Arabian. In a few 
minutes he was at the head of his troop, and in a 
few more, out of sight. 

" Pare thee wdl," muttered I to myself, follow- 
ing kim with my eyes till he was out of their 
ceaeh, '* better thus than as I saw thee last-^ 
better a Mahometan renegade than a profligate 
priest. Bat why Hussein? Zimri should be 
your name. You are the very Zimri of Dryden's 
gloiiofos satire." 

" In tbe fint rank of tbe«e did Zimri st&u^ 
A mao 9D various ttiat he seemed to be^ 
Not one} but all mankind's epitome." 

Thus musing and quoting 1 rejoined my friends; 
whom, by the way, I did not let into the whole 
history of the Mameluke, as he had reposed some 
degree of conidenee in me. I satisfied them with 
some general aeeount of meeting a Turk whom 
I had seen before in England. 
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We returned to Cairo, and soon left Egypt. 
Six months after I landed once more in New- 
York. Years rolled on, all pregnant with great 
events to the world, and with smaller ones of 
equal interest to myself. I did not talk any more 
about Egerton ; for his transformations had now 
become so multiplied, that they began to sound 
too like a traveller's story to be told by as 
modest a man as I am* Besides there was then 
no need of teUing any old stories ; for those were 
the glorious and stirring days of Napoleon, 
when 



" Events of wonder swelled each gale, 
And each day brought a Tarying tale. 



11 



Meantime my natural instinct for travel — for it 
is certainly an instinct^-Dr. Gall, himself, once 
pointed me out in his own lecture-room as wholly 
defici<^ in the organ i>finhahiMeene99,KXid equally 
conspicuous for my capacity for localities. This 
Instinct, though long restrained, was as ardent as 
ever ; and when my old friend Commodore — — 
invited me to accompany him in his Mediterra- 
nean cruise, to try a new seventy-four, and parade 
our naval force before Turks and Christians, I 
could not reftise him. 

Once more then I gazed on the towers and 
minarets of Constantinople. Once more that 
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fair scene — but all that is in Dr. Clarke and the 
other travellers, and I hate telling thrice-told 
tales. 

Whilst at Constantinople, or rather In its 
suburbs, with a party of American officers, after 
having satisfied our curiosity, as far as we could, 
on the shore of European Turkey, my friends 
were anxious to take a look at the Asiatic coast, 
where the true Turk was to be seen in more un* 
adulterated purity. So, among other excursions 
we went to Scutari. It is an old Turkish town, 
full of mosques, and monasteries of Dervishes ; 
and the great lion of the place is the exhibition 
of the Mehveleveh, or dancing Dervishes, one of 
the very few religious ceremonies of the Maho- 
metans which an infidel is allowed to witness. 

It is a strange thing that there is so little vari- 
ety among men in this large world. Nature is 
inexhaustible in her changes, but man is always 
alike. Here are we all, east, west, north, and 
south, and have been these two thousand yearS) 
telling and hearing the same stories, laughing at 
the same jokes, and pla^'ing the fool all over in 
the same dull way. That the business of life, 
and its science and its passions should be uniform, 
is a matter of course. People must, of necessity, 
tin their fields and learn their mathematics, must 
make money, make war, !make shoes, and make 
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love pretty much as the rest of the worid do. 
But their fancies and their foUies, one would 
think, might he dissimilar, irregular, wild, capri- 
cious, and original. Nevertheless the nonsense 
of the world smacks every where of weariaome 
sameness; and wherever the traveller roams, 
the only real variety he finds in man is that of 
coat, gown, cloak, or pehese-^-hat, cap, helm, or 
turhan-— the sitting cross-legged or on a chair—* 
the eating dinner with a fork or the fingers. 

This nonsense of the dancing and howling 
Dervishes at Scutari, is very much the same non- 
sense that many of my. readers must have seen at 
Lebanon and Niekayuna among our Shakers. 
it is a kind of dancing by way of religious exer- 
cises, at first heavy, and then becoming more and 
more violent. The chief difference is, that the 
Turks, when once excited, have more violence in 
whirling rtnind and round on their tip-toes, with 
shouting and howling, than I have ever seen 
ih our placid and well-fed Shaker monks. The 
Turks have, besides, the music of flutes and tam- 
bour, and the psalter of patriarchal days, which 
they accompany with a maniac guttural howling 
oT Ullak'-hoo, UUah'hoo. Those who pretend to 
special sanctity, add some slight of hand tridn, 
such as seeming to drive daggers into their flesh, 
and taking hot irons into their mouths. 
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Altogether it is a very tedious and very disgust- 
flig spectacle. 

The emir or abbot of the Mahometan monas- 
tery was old and feeble, and the chief duty of 
lea^g the dance and setting the howl, devolved 
upon a kind of aid-de-camp, to whom great 
respect was evidently paid. He had the ordering 
of the whole ceremony, and the arranging of 
spectators, and was in fiict, as one of my naval 
companions called him, the Beau Nash of the 
Dervishes' ball-room. 

He was a stout dirty Turk, with bushy grey 
locks and beard, dressed in the odd costume of 
his fraternity ; his brow overshadowed by the cap 
which they wear instead of the graceful turban 
of the east, and his cheek swelled up with that 
tumour and scar, which is left by the peculiar 
distemper of some Syrian cities, and is called in 
Turkey, the Aleppo tumour. I remarked tooy 
that his eyes, before he was excited by the 
dance, had that dreamy vacancy, and his skin 
that ghastly pale glossiness, which indicate the 
habitual opium taker. 

This fellow eyed our party frequently and 
closely, and, as I thought, seemed to meditate 
some plan for laying us under special contribution. 

When the dance was over, and the rabble, wh% 
formed the mass of the congregation, had gone 
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off, ounguide proceeded to show us the monastery, 
whii;h I thought eurious only because it diffisred 
leas than I had expected from the convents of 
Europe. Just as we were going off, an underling 
howler pulled me by the coat, and pointed to a 
cell with many gesticulatioiis, and some words 
which I could not understand. Our guide told 
me that I was specially honoured, for I was 
invited to converse s^mrately with the Dervish 
Yussuf the Wise, a most holy man, and, as he 
said, commonly called the Wise, because he was 
thought to be out of his senses. 

I entered, and found my dirty, dancing, howl* 
ing,swelled-faced,grey-bearded Beau Nash of the 
morning's service, stretched on a carpet, evi- 
dently overcome with fatigue, and solacing him- 
self with a little box of Mtuh-AUah^ a land of 
opium lozenges. Scarcely wero we alone, than 
he rose with an air of dignity, and startled me by 
addressing me in English*. 

*'Time has laid his hand gently upon you, 
Francis Herbert. You aro stouter — and I see 
grey hairs straggling through your brown 
curls-— otherwise you are unchanged since I left 
you in America twenty-five years ago. I am old. 
I am old before my time. Prisons and battles and 
t)ie plague have borne me down. But the hand 
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of God i0 with me* He is great, and Mahommed 

is his prophet. Mahommed Resonl Allah !" 

« What^-Egerton — Hussm !— wlieii?-4iow— 
why left you Egypt," 

^* It was so written in the eternal comioils of 
him who ftishions all things to his will. It was 
fore-ordained-— even as all things are fore-ordain- 
ed— -that I should escape from the tyrant and 
become a prophet, and a holy one. In that pre^ 
destination is thy fate mysteriously linked to 
mine.'* 

His eye kindled, his fi>rm dilated, and he hunt 
into the horrihle howl of his order-— I//ltf^Aoo, 
UUah-hoo. 

Was this fanaticism? Was this lunacy f Was 
it the temporary intoxication of opium ; or was 
this wretched man masking under wild enthu- 
siasm some deep plot of ambition or fraud ? 

I know not. I was glad to leave the cell. I 
left it wondering, sorrowing, disgfusted, and have 
never since seen him. 

Yet frequently in crowds, or in the hurry of com^ 
mercial cities, I have met faces that seemed fkmi* 
liar to me, though I knew them not, and I have 
often fancied some of them to be his. 

Sometimes, too, I dream of this fearfiil Pro- 
teus, and meet him in new shapes. 
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It was but last week that I supped in company 
with an intelligent English officer, who had ao- 
companied Lord Amherst in his mission to Pekin, 
and went to bed with my head full of China and 
its customs. I dreamt that our government had 
sent out Dr. Mitchill as ambassador to the Celes- 
tial Empire, and that I accompanied my learned 
friend. The moment we arrived at Canton, a fat 
old mandarin, with a blue button in his cap, and 
a gilt dragon on his breast, came on board our 
frigate, flourished his hands twenty times, and 
thumped his forehead as often on the deck, and 
then jumping up, burst into a laugh, and asked 
me if I did not recollect the Black Wild Cat, alias 
the Reverend Major, Rector, Romeo, Bardolph, 
Hussein, Yussuf Egerton. 



SONNET. 



[The nibieet of Tell in chains hai given oeeuaon to a iplendid 
original ^ctare, by a distinguished American artist. An engrav- 
ing of this picture, by Durand, has been placed at the beginning 
of this volume.] 



Cbadts may subdue the feeble spirit — but thee 
Till, of the iron heart ! they could not tame : 
For thou wert of the mountains — ^they proclaim 

The everlasting creed of Liberty. 

That creed is written on the untrampled snow, 
Thundered by torrents which no power can h<^d, 
Save that of God, when he sends forth his cc^d. 

And breathed by winds that through the free heaven 
blow. 

Thou, while thy prison walls were dark around, 
Didst meditate the lesson nature taught, 
And to thy brief captivity was brought 

A vision of thy Switzerland unbound. 

The bitter cup they mingled, strengthened thee 

For the great work to set thy country free. 



THE CLOSE OF AUTUMN. 



Thk melancholy days are come, the saddest of the year, 
Of wailing winds and naked woods and meadows 

brown and sere. 
Heaped in the hoUows of the grove the withered 

leaves he dead, 
They nurtle to the eddying gost and to the rabbit's 

tread. 
The robin and the wren are flown, and from the shrubs 

the jay. 
And from the wood-top calls the crow, through all the 

gloomy day. 

'Where are the flowers, the frur young flowers, that 

lately sprung and stood. 
In blighter light and softer airs, a beauteous sister* 

hood? 
Alas ! they all are in their graveft—^e gentle race of 

flowers 
Are lying in their lowly beds, with the fair and good 

of ours: 
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The rain is falling where they lie-— but the cold NoYem- 

her rain 
Calls not from out the gloomy earth the lovely ones 

again. 

The windflower and the violet, they perished long 
ago, 

And the brier rose and the orchis died, amid the sum- 
mer's glow ; 

But on the hill the golden rod, and the aster in the 
wood. 

And the yellow sunflower by the brook in ftutumn 
beauty stood. 

Till feli the frost fil>m ihe dear cold heaven, as &lls 
the plague on men. 

And the brightness of their smile was gone from up- 
land, glade, and glen. 



And now when comes the calm mild day — as still such 
dajw will come. 

To call the squirrel and the bee from out their winter 
home; 

'When the sound of dropping nuts is heard, though all 
the trees are still, • 

And twinkle in the smoky light the waters of the rill. 

The south wind searches for the flowers whose fra- 
grance late he bore. 

And sighs to find them in the wood and by the stream 
no more. 
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And then I think of one who in her youthful beauty 

died, 
The fiiir meek blossom that grew up and faded by my 

side. 
In the cold moist earth we laid her, when the forest 

cast the leaf^ 
And we wept that one so lovely should have a lot so 

brief; 
Yet not unmeet it was, that one, like that young friend 

of ours, 
So gentle and so beautifbl, should perish with the 

flowers. 



R * 



THE CASCADE OF MELSINGAH. 



Who does not know the little cascade of Mel- 
eingah ? If any of my readers have never visited 
the spot, nor heard it described, let me tell them 
that it is situated on the east bank of the Hud- 
sou, a little below the mouth of its tributary 
Matoavoan, about sixty miles from New-York, 
at the foot of the northernmost ridge of the 
Highlands, where it crosses the river and stretches 
away out of sight to the north-east. A brook 
comes down the crags and woody sides of this 
ridge, and is fed by the mountain springs through- 
out the year. After having collected all its 
waters, it flows for a short distance through the 
forest, in a narrow rocky glen, parallel to the 
base of the mountain, and finally pours itself in 
a thin white sheet over a high precipice. From 
this precipice the rocky banks, rising above the 
top of the cascade to a considerable height, 
recede on each side, and then return in a curvt 
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towards the rivulet, foiming' a little circakr am- 
phitheatre, having the hlue pool into which the 
water descends at the bottom, and, at the lower 
end, the passage by which the brook hurries off 
rapidly towards the Hudson. The face of the 
rock down which the water falls, is coyered with 
a thick mantle of green moss, which keeps its 
place in spite- of the current passing over it, and 
only serves to work the slender sheet to greater 
whiteness. Trees of the forest overhang the 
hollow ; the maple, the bass-wood, the black ash, 
and the hemlock mingle their boughs, and the 
moose-wood rattles its bunches of green keys as 
you place your hand on its striped trunk. In 
May the dog-wood whitens the high bank with 
its flowers; in June the broad-leaved Kahnia 
hangs out its crimson-spotted cups over the 
stream where it comes down from the cleft above; 
and all around the witch-hazel flaunts with its 
tflraw-coloured blossoms in December, like an 
antiquated belle in the ornaments that belong to 
the spring of life. Above, is a smaU open circle 
aflHmg the foliage, corresponding with the shape 
of the banks, at which the sun looks in for a 
moment at noon ; but the wind never descends 
into the hollow save in the winter, when it sweeps 
the loose snow into the glen, and mars the fan- 
tastic frost-work of the waterfall. For three- 
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quarters of the year the stream poors over its 
rock unvisited and unheard, save by the f^w who 
love what is beautiful in nature for its own sake. 
But in the hot months it is a place of resort for 
those who come to see what every body talks 
about ; and the woody solitude is invaded by 
strange feet, and the solemn and eternal sound of 
the falling water mingles with voices that have 
no business there. Then come the pert citizen, 
the spruce clerk, the matron with her bevy of 
giggling girls, the unfledged poet and the fash- 
ionable lady, and all whom the dog-star drives 
from the seat of commerce, to rusticate and sport 
the latest fashions on the banks of the Hudson. 
There is no more delightful place for passing an 
hour or two in a summer noon : the high banks 
and trees create a fresh and grateful shade; 
there is always a cool breath from the waterftU, 
and its very noise seems to mitigate the heat. A 
tall straight birch on one side of the hollow has 
its bark scored with the initials of the illustrious 
obscure, who have performed this pilgrimage ; 
and fragments of glass bottles mingled with the 
pebbles on the water's edge, attest the solemni- 
ties with which some of them have celebrated 
their exploit. 

In the course of my wanderings in various parts 
of the world, it had been my amusement to gather 
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up the incidents connected with the remark* 
able features of nature. To my mind they re- 
flect interest upon each other ; I like the story 
better for the scene, and the scene better for the 
story. A place of such frequent resort as the 
Cascade of Melsingah, could not but furnish 
matter for narratiTe, either in the events which 
happened there or in the fortunes of its visitors. 
I have amassed a budget of these, but on running 
them over in my mind, I find few of them worth 
relating. The story of the fat gentleman, whose 
horse broke its bridle, and made off while its 
owner was looking at the waterfall, leaving him 
to trudge to his lodgings on foot ; and that of the 
elegant young lady, who slipped into the water, 
and entirely ruined a splendid green barige, worn 
for the first time, are scarcely of sufficient dig- 
nity to be formally recorded. There is a more 
sentimental history of a young blood from Phila- 
delphia, and a dashing belle from New- York, who 
visited the cascade together. The profbund 
solitude, the tender twilight of the spot, and the 
soft sound of the waterfall penetrated their 
hearts ; the vows of a passion which had been 
three days in ripening came involuntarily to their 
lips, and promises of eternal fidelity were ex- 
changed, of which the rocks and trees were the 
conscious witnesses. The fond couple were 
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mairied the next week, and the honey-moon went 
off quite delightfully. But he was a rake, and 
she was a tennagant, and no people are so iD 
paired as these. Before the moon had again 
filled and emptied her horn, they found each 
other out, and separated ; and ere the anniver- 
sary of their nuptials returned, the hymeneal 
knot was untied in a court Of law, hy the dex- 
trous fingers of two Vermont attorneys. There 
is also a story of a long cherished passion, which 
for years had heen proof against the sneers and 
calumnies of the world, hroken off at last and 
for ever in this sylvan dell. The lover and the 
lady visited the cascade with a farty of their 
friends ; they differed from each other a few hun- 
dred feet in their estimate of the height of the 
hanks, and because he ventured to disagree with 
her, she never forgave him. It is true that about 
a week before he had lost, by the failure of & 
commercial friend, the greater part of his pro^ 
perty; but thi$ could not have been the cause of 
the lady's behaviour, for we know that such con- 
siderations have no influ^ice on lovers. 

These are stories of modem date, and exem- 
plify the degeneracy of modem manners. Men 
have greatly changed, within the last hundred 
years, or there i» no Irqjbh in romances. Both 
the good and the bad hav* borrowed something 
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from each other; the days of heroic virtue and 
prodigious yillany are at an end ; the Tiitoons 
have hecome prudent and discreet, and the vil- 
lain aspires to he respectable. I have only one 
tale of the Cascade of Melsingah which I can, 
with a grave face, reUite to the youths and maid- 
ens, and that is so old, that I fear it is m^ more 
than half true. Such as it is, I give it, gathered 
from the lips of the aged inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood, with whom the tradition was 
going to the grave. 

The aborigines of North America possessed 
an exceedingly poetical mythology : it had much 
of the beautyuof the Grecian, with none of its 
voluptuousness. Besides the Supreme Deity, the 
Great Master of Life, they worshipped a multi- 
tude of subordinate divinities, with whom they 
believed every part of the universe to be peo- 
pled. According to their creed, a Manitto dwelt 
upon every hill and in every valley, in every open 
glade and dark morass, in the chancers of every 
<avem and the heart ^ every rock, in every 
fountain and watery depth and running stream. 
These spirits were propitiated by innocent and 
unbloody offerings, wreaths of flowers, belts of 
wanqram, clusters of the wiU grape, shining ears 
of maize were spread oo the mountain tops, or 
hung on the clifis, or kuid on the shelves of the 
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^rottoe, or dropped into the waters, where they 
were snpposed to abide. As every individual 
among these native ttibes, the itoales as well as 
the warriors, was placed under the protection of 
some tutelary spirit, these local divinities were 
often chosen as the invinhle ^ardians to whose 
charge they entrusted the fortunes of their 
lives. 

A long time ago, before a white man had settled 
in the county of Dutchess, the Cascade of Mel- 
rangah had also a spirit that lived in its rock and 
its waters, and was held in uncommon reverence. 
He was often seen by the Indian hunter who 
passed that way soon after the going down of the 
sun. At that time he appeared under the figure 
o^ ^ gigantic warrior, with an abundance of the 
grey plumes of the eagle on his head, and a grey 
robe of the wolf skin thrown around him, stand- 
ing upright in front of his waterfall. But none 
were ever permitted to behold him near, and 
face to face. As the observer drew nigh, the 
figure gradually disappeared, and in its place 
he found only the white sheet of water that 
poured over the rock, falling heavily among the 
gathering shadows into the pool below. Some- 
times also, but more rarely, he was seen in the 
earljr twilight before sunrise ; and fortunate was 
the hunter to whom he showed himself at that 
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hour, for it was an omen of success in the chase. 
None of the spirits of the surrounding country 
were oftener beheld in dreams by the Indians 
that made their haunts above the Highlands ; and 
when the forms of the dead from the land of 
souls came to their friends in the visions of the 
night, they were often led by the hand of the 
gigantic warrior in the wolf-skin and the eagle 
plumes. 

It is now almost a century and a half since 
there lived among the Indians who inhabited 
what is now the county of Dutchess, a young 
girl, the daughter of one of their chiefs whose 
name is lost by the lapse of time, but the tradi- 
tion of whose uncommon beauty and gentleness 
of character still survives. She lost her mother 
in early childhood; and her father, who had 
loved her tenderly, and had brought her up with 
a delicacy quite unusual among the race to which 
he belonged, died when she was only ten years 
of age. A remembrance of his affection, and 
of the agony she bad felt at his loss, seemed to 
have softened her heart for life, and rendered her 
an unwilling witness of the scenes of cruelty to 
which the customs of war among her country- 
men gave occasion. After the death of her 
father she lived alternately in the families of the 
older warriors who had been his companions in 

8 
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arms and at the council fire. She was welcomed 
with kindness and afiection wherever she went ; 
endeared to them as she was by the memory of 
the wise and valiant man her father, and by her 
own gentle disposition. When they spoke of 
her, they likened her, in their metaphorical lan- 
guage, to all that was beautiful, harmless, and 
timid among the animals — the fawn of the wood, 
and the yellow-bird of the glades, wandering and 
homeless, and to which they delighted to afford 
shelter. 

The young maiden of whom I speak, had be- 
held in her childhood the beautifid Cascade of 
Melsingah; and the form of the Manitto had 
once been revealed to her as the evening was 
setting in, standing in his wolf-skin robes before 
the waterfall. After that she saw him often in 
her dreams, and at a proper age she chose him 
for her tutelary spirit. A circumstance soon 
after occurred to strengthen the reverence with 
which she regarded him, by blending it with the 
feeling of gratitude. 

One day she went alone to his abode to pay 
him her customary offerings in behalf of herself^ 
the friends she loved, and her nation. She car- 
ried in her hand a broad belt of wampum, and a 
white honeycomb from the hollow oak, and on 
her way she stopped and platted m garland of the 
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gtyest flowers of the eeason. : On arriving at 
the spot she went down into the narrow little 
glen through which the hrook flowed hefore it 
poured itself over the rock, and standing near 
the edge, she dropped her gifts one hy one into 
the current, which instantly carried them down 
the waterfall. The pool into which the water 
descends was deeper than it is at present, the 
continual crumhling of the rocks for more than 
an hundred years, having partially filled up the 
deep blue basin. The stream too, at that time, 
had been lately swelled by profuse rains, and 
rushed down the precipice with a heavier torrent 
and a louder noise than she had ever known it to 
do before. In approaching more nearly to the 
edge, and looking down to see what had become 
of her offerings, she incautiously set her foot on 
a stone covered with the slimy deposit of the 
brook ; it slipped, and she was precipitated head- 
long with the torrent into the pool below. 

What followed she did not recollect, until she 
found herself lying on the margin of the pool, 
find awaking as if from an unpleasant sleep, with 
a sensation of faintness at the heart. She thought 
at first that sbe must have been taken from the 
water by somebody who belonged to her nation, 
and looked round to see if any of them were 
^near. But there was no .human trace gr sound 
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to be dificovered : she heard onl j the whisper of 
the wind and the rush of the cascade, and beheld 
only the still trunks and waving boughs, the 
motionless rock and the glidmg water. On her 
return to the village where she lived, she made 
the most diligent inquiry to learn if any of her 
people had assisted her in the hour of danger, or 
if any thing was known of her adventure. No- 
body had heard of it — none of the tribe had 
passed by the cascade that day ; and the maiden 
became at length fiilly convinced that she had 
been preserved from a violent death by her guar- 
dian spirit, the Manitto of the waterfall. Her 
gratitude was in proportion to the benefit re- 
ceived ; and ever afterwards she paid an annual 
visit to the cascade at the season when she was 
thus miraculously rescued, sometimes alone and 
sometimes in company with the young females of 
her age. On these occasions the dark rocks 
around were hung with garlands, and bracelets 
of beads were dropped into the clear water, and 
a song was chanted, commemorating the maid- 
en's deliverance by the benevolent spirit of the 

place. 

The Indians of the Hudson, who lived above 
the Highlands, and those who possessed the coun- 
try below, although belonging to the same great 
family of the Lenni Lennape, were not always 



i 
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on frie&dly terms. At the time of which I am 
speaking) a serious misuDderstanding existed be- 
tween them. An Indian of the tribe above the 
Highlands was found encroaching on the hunting 
grounds below, and was killed in a fierce dispute 
which ensued, ^is people anxiously sought an 
opportunityto revenge his death, nor was it long 
before it was put into their hands. A young 
warrior of the lower tribe, ambitious to signalize 
hirngftlf by some act of heroic daring, boasted that 
notwithstanding what had happened, he would 
bring a deer from the hunting grounds to the 
north of where the great river broke through the 
mountains. Accordingly he set out alone, in oae 
of the light canoes of the natives, on his way 
up tiie river. He landed on the east bank, five 
or six miles above the Cascade of Melsingah, 
and after no long search had killed a deer, drag- 
ged the animal to his canoe, and put off from the 
shore. But his motions had been observed, and 
he had not yet gained the middle of the river, 
when a canoe in which were five northern Indians, 
made its appearance, coming round the extremity 
of a woody peninsula, that projected with its 
steep bold-shores far into the water. Immediately 
one of them raised his firelock to his eye, and 
levelled it in the direction of the young Mohegan, 
but another who seemed to be the leader of the 

8* 
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party, placed his hand on the piece, which was 
immediately laid down, and an oar taken up in its 
place. A single glance served to show the war- 
rior that they were all well armed, and that his 
only chance of safety lay in reaching the shore 
before them, and trusting to the swiftness of his 
feet to effect his escape. He therefore^ed his 
oar with great diligence, and his little vessel shot 
rapidly over the water; but his enemies were 
gaining fast upon him, and it was now evident 
that they must overtake him before he could 
reach the land. In an instant he had leaped into 
the water and disappeared ; but his pursuers were 
too well aware of his object to slacken their ex- 
ertions, and held on their way towards the shore. 
When he rose again to the surface, their canoe 
was at no great distance. Two of the strongest 
of them plunged into the river, one of whom, 
swimming with exceeding swiftness, soon over- 
took him, and seized him by the hair of his head. 
A desperate but brief struggle ensued, in which 
both the combatants went down. In a moment 
afterwards, the young warrior re-appeared with- 
out his antagonist, who was seen no more: but 
his pursuers had already surrounded him. They 
secured him without difficulty, carried him to the 
shore, and there binding his hands behind him. 
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with a strong grape vine, led him towards their 
village. 

The warrior finding all attempt to escape use- 
less, resigned himself with seeming indifference 
to his fate. At first he scarcely thought that he 
should be put to death, for he knew the mild cha- 
raetec^f the people into whose hands he had 
&Ilen, and he relied still more on their known 
-dread of his own warlike and formidable tribe. 
However, he prepared himself for the worst, and 
began to steel his heart against the fear of death. 
He did well, for, soon after they began their 
march his captors commanded him to sing his 
death-song. The youth obeyed, and in a strong 
deep chant began the customary boast of endu- 
rance and defiance of pain. He took up the 
strain at intervals, and in the pauses his conduc- 
tors preserved a deep and stem silence. 

At length the' party came upon a kind of path 
in the woods, which they followed for a conside- 
rable distance, and then suddenly stopped short. 
All at once a long i^rill startUng cry burst from 
the four savages. It was the death-cry for their 
drowned companion. It rang through the old 
woods, and was returned in melancholy echoes 
from the neighbouring mountains. When the 
last of these had died away, the party put their 
hands to their mouths and uttered a second cty, 
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modulated into wild notes by the moticm of their 
fingers. An interval of silence ensued, which 
was at length broken by a confused sound of 
shrill voices at a distance, faintly heard at first, 
but growing every moment more audible. In a 
few minutes two young warriors, who seemed to 
have come by a shorter way than the usual path, 
broke through the shrubs, and took their station 
without speaking a word, by the party who 
were conducting the prisoner. Presently a 
crowd of women and children from the village, 
appeared in the path, shouting and singing songs 
of victory; and these were followed by a group 
of old men, who walked in a grave silence. As 
soon as they came up, the party resumed their 
march, and led their prisoner in triumph to the 
village. 

The village consisted of a cluster of cabins, 
irregularly scattered in a natural openii^g of the 
great forest, on the banks of a stream which 
brawled over a shallow stony bottom, between 
rocky banks, on. its way to mingle with the Hud- 
son. The Indian appellation of this ^yild stream 
was Mawenawasigh, and it now bears the name 
of Wappinger's Creek. 

In one reppect the captive was fortu9ate« 
The chiefs and principal warriors of the tribe 
w^re absent on a hunting expedition, and it waf 
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necessary, in so graye a matter, to delay the 
decision of the prisoner's fate until their return, 
which was expected in a few days. He was, 
therefore, taken to an unoccupied dwelling, placed 
dn a mat, hound hand and foot, aad fastened with 
a strong cord made of the sinews of the deer, to 
a tall post in the centre, supporting the roof. It 
was the office of oue of his captors to keep watch 
oyer him during the day time, and at night two 
of them slept in the cahin. For the two first 
diays his prison was thronged with visitors. The 
relatives of the drowned man, and of him who 
was slain below the Highlands, came to taunt 
him on his helplessness, to assure him of the cer- 
tainty of a death by torture, aud to exult in the 
prospect of vengeance. Others came and gazed 
at him with an unfeeling curiosity. I should 
have mentioned that he was of Mohawk extrac- 
tioD) the son of a warrior adopted into a Mohegan 
tribe, and that he possessed all the physical pecu- 
liarities of his noble race. They spoke to each 
other, commending his fine warlike air, his lofty 
stature and Well turned limbs, and said that 
doubtless he would die bravely. One only seemed 
to regard him with sympathy. A sweet female 
fiice looked in several times at the door, and 
turned sorrowfully away. 
' On the third day as the captive sat alone inUie 
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cabin, the same lovely face again showed itself at 
the door, and a graceful figure, just ripened to 
the perfection of womanly symmetry, entered. 
A look of surprise and pleasure shone in the fea- 
tures of the young warrior, but it passed away 
like a sunbeam in winter, and was succeeded by 
the usual expression of indifference belonging t« 
his race. ^ 

** Young man,'* said the maiden, " art thou wil- 
ling to die ?" 

"The warriors of my tribe," he anawerod, 
" fear not death." 

" But thou art yet young, and the light is still 
pleasant to thine eyes. It is but yesterday that 
thou wert received into the number of warriors, 
and thou hast never sat at the council fire. Thou 
wilt be unhonoured in the land of souls. Thou 
wilt go from among the warriors and hunters of 
thy tribe as the stranger goeth to his own coun- 
try, and thy name will be no more heard. It is 
a pity that thou shouldst die." 

The warrior cast his eyes around, and was 
silent for a moment. "At least," said he, "I 
gjiajl die like a warrior from the country whose 
brooks run into the great salt water lake." 
; When he raised his eyes the maiden had de- 
parted, but her words had engraved themselves 
deeply on his mind. His heart acknowledged 
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the truth of her saying that the light was yet 
pleasant to his eyes. It was hard to take the 
long journey of death thus early, to leave his 
tribe, his friends, his brother warriors, the broad 
hunting grounds and waters of his tribe, and the 
plans of ambition and glory he had formed. It 
was hard too, to leave a world in which dwelt 
such lovely beings as she who had given him her 
sympathy. It was worth while to live were it 
only that he might have the opportunity of con- 
vincing her that he was not ungrateful. The 
artificial fortitude to which he had wrought him- 
self, in obedience to the ethics of his countrymen, 
began to waver, and the glory of a death of tor- 
ture and endurance to lose its value in his eyes. 
«* Would it not be better," said he to himself, 
'' to share a long life with the beautiful paiden 
who has just left me, to drive the deer and the 
wolf for her sake, and to come home loaded with 
game in the evening to the hearth that she should 
keep brightly burning for my return ?" 

The night came, but brought no sleep to the 
young warrior, until its watches had nearly ex- 
pired. On awakening, he saw through the open- 
ing that served as a door to the cabin, that the 
sun was risen, and the surly savage who guarded 
him was standing before it. The moments passed 
heavily away ; no one came to the cabin save an 
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old woman who brought him his morning meil. 
The curiosity of the tribe was satisfied, and the 
relatives of the deceased were weary of insulting 
him. At length the shadow of a human figure 
fell upon the green before the door, and the next 
instant the well-remembered form and face of 
beauty made its appearance. The maiden laid 
her hand on the shoulder of the sentinel, and 
pointed to the sky where a bald eagle was sail- 
ing away to the east. The majestic bird at 
length alighted on the top of a tall tree, at the 
distance of about half a mile, balanced himself 
for a moment on his talons, then closed his wings 
and settling on his perch, looked down into the 
village, as if seeking for his prey. " If thy bow 
be fiiithfiil and thy arrow keen," said the maiden, 
" I will keep watch over the prisoner until thy 
return." The savage threw a glance at the cap- 
tive, as if to assure himself that every thing was 
safe, and immediately disappeared in the forest. 

The young woman then entered the cabin.. 
She came with a plan of escape which she had 
formed for the captive. There was no time to be 
lost ; the chiefs of the tribe were to return the 
next day, and then he must expect to be guarded 
with greater strictness than ever. It were long 
to repeat the conversation which ensued. The 
young warrior implored hi^ beautiful deliverer to 
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accompatty him in his flight. He asenred her 
thait liberty would be bitter without her, and that 
her presence and her pity would almost compen- 
sate him for the tortures which awaited him in 
case he should remain. He spoke of the danger 
she might incur if it were known that she had 
aided his escape, and had thus disappoiaytied the 
vengeance of her tribe, and he protested that he 
would rather die by the death of fire than expose 
her to the slightest pen!. 

Whyoshould I waste time in telling what has 
already so often been told ? The conclusion was 
natural— it was inevitable. The heart of a young 
female of nineteen, in every nation and every 
state of society, is soil and susceptible, and when 
besieged at once by love and compassion, is too 
eertaiu to yield. The maiden made the wanior 
repeat again and again his promises of affection 
and constancy, as if they were a security against 
any unfortunate consequences of the imprudence 
she was going to commit. She ended by believ- 
ing all he said, and by consenting to become his 
wife and the companion of his escape. " But I 
eamiot go to thy tribe," said she; '* for then thou 
wouldst bie obhged to raise the tomahawk against 
my people, and I may not abide in the habitation 
of him who seeks to spill the blood of my friends. 
If thou wilt take me for the guide of thy path, I 
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will bring thee to a hiding-place, where the 
arrows of thy enemies cannot reach time, and 
where we may remain sheltered until this cloud 
of war be overpast." 

The youth hesitated. '< Nay then," continued 
she, '' I may not jgo with thee. I will cut thy 
cords, and the Good Spirit will fuide thee to the 
land of thy friends." # ^ .* ,; 

This was enough « love pte^jjM ^ tmce 
over the desire of warlike glory, if the ImbqSI* 
of a descendant of the Mohawks, and it wa# 
settled that the flight should take place that 
night. 

They had just arrived at this conclusion when 
the man who guarded the prisoner returned. 
He had been absent the longer because the eagle 
had changed his perch, and had alighted on a 
tree at a still greater distance than the first. He 
had succeeded in bringing down the bird, and 
was now displaying its huge wings with evident 
satisfaction at the success of his aim. The maiden 
pulled from them a handful of the long grey 
feathers, as the reward of having shown him to 
the guard, and departed. 

The midnight of that day found the captive 
awake in the cabin, and his keepers stretched on 
a mat asleep by the door. They had begun to 
guard him with the less vigilance because he had 
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made no attempt, and shown no disposition to 
escape. He thought he heard the light sound 
of a footstep approaching ; he raised his head, 
and listened attentively. Was it the rustling of 
leaves in the neighbouring wood that deceived 
him, or the heavily drawn breath of the sleepers, 
or the welterix^of the river on whose banks the 
village stopd ? fhese were the only sounds he 
was nofff ablets distinguish. A ray of moonlight 
4lftgBia^ through a crevice in the cabin, and fell 
•cross the bodies of his sleeping guards. As his 
eye rested on this, he saw it gradually widening, 
and, soon after, the mat that hung over the open- 
ing which served for a door-way was wholly 
withdrawn, and the light figure of the maiden 
appeared. She stepped cautiously and slowly 
over the slumbering men, and approaching him, 
with a sharp knife severed, without noise, the 
cords that confined him, and stealing back to the 
door, beckoned to him to follow. He did so, 
planting his foot at every step, gradually on the 
floor from the point to the heel, and pausing be- 
tween, until he was out of the cabin. His heart 
bounded within him when he found himself 
standing in the free air and the white moonlight, 
with his limbs unbound. They took a path which 
led westward through the woods, and after fol- 
lowing it for several rods, the maiden turned aside 
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tnd took from a thick clmnp of cedais a mnakst, 
a powder-hoin, and a bag of balk, which she put 
into hia hands. She next handed him a wolf- 
skin mantle, which she motioned him to throw 
over his shoulder, and placed on his head a kind 
of cap, on whichnoddedatuft of feathers, pluck- 
ed from the wings of the very eagle his sentinel 
had so lately killed. She then drew forth a bow 
and a sheaf of arrows, and striking again into 
the path, proceeded with a rapid pace. It was 
not long before they heard the small waves of 
the river tapping the shore ; they descended a 
steep bank, and the broad Hudson lay glittering 
before them in the moonlight. A canoe, his own 
canoe— he knew it at a glance — ^lay moored under 
the bank, and rocking lightly on the tide. They 
entered it ; the warrior took one oar, the maiden 
another; they pushed off from the shore, and 
were speedily on their way down the river. 

They glided by the shore where now stands 
the town of Newburgh,then a steep bank covered 
with tall trees, since renowned as the spot where 
the stem virtue of Washington awed into shame 
and silence the disposition that was rising among 
a discontented army to offer him a military crown. 
Far below,the moonlight dimly showed,embo60m- 
ed among the mountains, a woody promontory, 
round which the river turned and disappeared 
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firom the view. It was the place to which we 
have given the name of West Point, and which 
is now never passed without thinking of the guilt 
of the mercenary Arnold, and the melancholy 
fate of the generous Andr6. Then they neared 
the eastern shore, and passed close to the mouth 
of the Mattoavoan, where it quietly and slug- 
gishly mingles with the Hudson — so close that 
they could hear from the depth of the woods, the 
incessant dashing of the stream, leaping over the 
last of the precipices that cross its channel. 
High above, and a little way inland, rose the 
round, bleak, and bald summit of Beacon Hill, 
on which afterwards blazed the watch-fires of 
the American revolution, when it made one of a 
range of signal posts reaching southward to the 
British lines, established to alarm the upper coun- 
try in case of incursion. These are scenes now 
rich in historical remembrances — ^there were 
others at the time of which I am speaking, but 
they have passed away with the race whom we 
have dispossessed. 

They continued to pass along under the shore, 
until the roar of the Mattoavoan was lost to the 
ear. They were not far from the foot of the 
northernmost of the mountains washed by the 
Hudson, that form the gigantic brotherhood of 

the Highlands, when a softer and lighter rush of 

MP ♦ 
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water was heard. A rivulet, whose path w«0 
fenced on each side with thick trees and shrubs 
bound together by vines of the wild- grape and 
the UbruBca, came down over the loose stones, 
and fell with a merry gurgle into the calm water 
below. It was the rivulet of Melsingah. The 
interlacing boughs and vines formed a low arch 
over its mouth, that looked like the entrance into 
a dark cavern. The young woman pointed 
towards it, and intimated to the warrior that up 
that stream lay the path to that asylum whither 
she intended to conduct him. At this he took 
his oar from the water, and in a low voice began 
to remonstrate with her on the imprudence of 
remaining so near the haunts pf his enemies. 
The parley lasted for a considerable time, during 
which she briefly explained to him what he had 
heard something of before, the profound religious 
reverence in which the Cascade* of Melsingah, 
intended by her as the place of their retreat, 
was held, and related the interposition of its 
benevolent spirit in behalf of her own life. He 
was at length satisfied, and turned his canoe to 
the shore. They landed, and the wanior taking 
the light barque on his shoulders, they passed 
through the arch of shrubs and vines up the path 
of the rivulet, and soon stood by the cascade. 
The maiden untied from her neck a string of 
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beads and copper ornaments, obtained from the 
whites of the ishind of Manhadoes, dropped 
them into the water, and murmured a prayer for 
safety and protection to the Manitto of the place. 
On the west side of the deep glen in which they 
found themselves, was a shelf of rock projecting 
from the steep bank, which has since crumbled 
away, and under this the warrior and his gentle 
guide sheltered themselves till morning. 

The return of light showed the inhabitants of 
the Indian village on the Mawenawasigh in un- 
wonted bustle and confusion. All the warriors 
were out, the track of the fugitives was sought 
for, discovered, and followed to the bank of the 
river. The print of their steps on the sand, the 
marks of the canoe where it bad been fastened 
to the bank, and of the oars where they had been 
planted to shove it away from the shore, left no 
doubt that the warrior had carried off the young 
woman to his own tribe, and they abandoned all 
further pursuit. 

In the mean time, the warrior was occupied in 
constructing a habitation. A row of poles was 
placed against the projecting shelf of rock, which 
thus served §oir a roof; these were covered with 
leafy branches, and over the whole was laid a 
quantity of dead brushwood, so irnegularly piled, 
as when seen at a little distance to give no sos- 
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picion of human design. The inmates of this 
rude dwelling subsisted on game found in the 
forest, on fish from the mouth of the rivulet, and 
on the wild fruits and roots of the soil. The 
warrior's costume of the wolf-skin mantle and 
eagle feathers had been suggested by the idea 
that in case of an emergency it might enable him 
to pass for the Manitto of the water&ll, and on 
one occasion he found the convenience of his 
disguise. As he was sitting one day at the door 
of his cabin, he heard the voices of two persons 
in the wood, who seemed to be approaching the 
place. He saw that if he attempted to hide him- 
self by going in, they might enter the glen and 
discover the secret of his retreat. He therefore 
took up his bow which was lying beside him, 
and placed himself in an upright motionless atti- 
tude on the edge of the pool in front of the water 
falling over the rock. In a moment two Indians 
made their appearance coming through the trees. 
At sight of the majestic figure in the grey mantle 
and plumes, they started and uttered an exclama- 
tion of surprise. He waved his bow motioning 
them away. One of them threw towards him a 
couple of arrow heads which he carried in his 
hand, and which fell into the water at the 
warrior's feet, sprinkling him with the spray 
they dashed up; and making gestures of reve- 
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rence and supplication, the savages instantly 
retired. ' 

Thus the time passed — swiftly and pleasantly 
passed — from the end of May until the beginning 
of September. The wants of savage life are 
few, and easily supplied, and for the little incon- 
veniences that might attend their situation, the 
tradition says that the inmates of the glen of 
Melsingah found a compensation in their mutual 
affection. At length when the warrior had one 
day ventured across the ridge that rises to the 
south-east of the cascade, and was hunting in the 
deep narrow valley beyond, he suddenly came 
upon an Indian of his own tribe, who immediately 
recognised him. An explanation took place, in 
the course of which he learned that a peace had 
been settled between the tribe of Mohegans 
above and that below the Highlands* The 
Mohawks, to whom both were tributary, who 
governed them with a rigid authority, and who 
claimed the right of making war and peace for 
them, having heard of their differences, had des- 
patched one of their chiefs to adjust them, and 
to command the two tribes to live in friendship. 
" My children," said Garrangula, the ambassador 
of tke Confederates, in a council to which the 
chiefs of both tribes were called, '' it is not good 
that ye who are brethren should spill each other's 
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blood. If one of you have received wrong at 
the hands of the other, your fathers of the Five 
Nations will see that justice is done between 
you. Why should ye make each other few? 
Once ye destroyed yourselves by your wars, but 
now that ye dwell together under the shadow of 
the great tree of the Five Nations, it is fitting 
that ye should be at rest, and bury the tomahawk 
for ever at its root. Learn of your own rivers. 
The streams of Mattoavoan and Mawenawasigh 
after struggling and wasting their strength 
among the rocks, mingle at length in peace, in 
the bosom of the father of waters, the great 
River of the Mountains." The council, since 
they could do no better, approved of the words 
of Garrangula; it was agreed that the rela- 
tions of the hunter slain below the Highlands, 
should be pacified by a present of wampum and 
shells, the chiefs smoked the pipe of peace 
together, and dehvered belts of wampum as the 
memorials of the treaty. 

' The warrior hastened to the glen of Melsingah 
to communicate the intelligence to one whom 
he knew it would delight beyond measure. Their 
retreat was instantly abandoned, not, however, 
without some regret at leaving a place where so 
many happy days had been passed ; the birch 
canoe was borne to the mouth of the rivulet, 



THE CASCADE OF MELSIlfOAH. 227 

and after taking his bride, at her earnest entreaty, 
to visit her own tribe, the warrior descended 
with her to his friends below the mountains. 



SONNET 



ON 



THE SHENANDOAH AT HARPERS PEERY. 



Mt thoughts still dwell on Shenandoah's shore ; 

Wild scene ! where late I strayed alone and slow. 

Now clambering the high steep ; now fiur below 
Skirting the flood-worn beach ; now stooping o'er 

Some slippery shel^ stayed by the branch above, 
And gazing where the stream, in glassy sleep 

Lies spread, the living mirror of the grove ; 
Or where, with whirling and precipitous leap, 
It foams through splintered rocks, and topples down 

The pendent nimparts that indent its banks — 
Height above height with frowning woods o'ergrown. 

Meanwhile the distant mill its engine clanks. 
And all the watery vale, with shaded isles, 
Rude huts, and light canoes, and cheerful labour, smiles. 
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LEGEND OF THE DEVIL'S PULPIT. 



" Hy moet wel loopen die door de Duivel gedreven word." 

Dutch Proverb. 



There can be but few inhabitants of the city 
of New- York who are not acquainted with the 
striking features of the Jersey shore, and with 
the views that present themselves from the high 
grounds overlooking it ; of the city and its islands 
to the south, and of the majestic Hudson pouring 
down from the north its " exulting and abound- 
ing" waters, covered with their seeming encamp- 
ments of the white sails of river craft. I have, 
indeed, heard it asserted, that there are some 
respectable native citizens, who have never, dur- 
ing a long, and, otherwise, well spent life, ven- 
tured their persons across the noble artery of the 

u 
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State of New- York, fax better entitled to the 
epithet of Kiag of Rivers, than many streams 
which song has made immortal. I cannot believe 
it to be the fact. But for the benefit of those 
who have never sojourned in the London of Ame- 
rica, it may be proper to mention, that the shores 
of the Hudson, opposite to the city, from the 
peninsula of Paulus Hook northward, present a 
singularly picturesque outline of indented coves 
and wood-fringed promontories, with a bold back- 
ground of heights, rising almost perpendicularly 
behind a level of meadow lands, once useless, 
and good only for breeding moschitoes ; but now 
made valuable by human toil. 

These heights are, at all times, striking in 
their effect, as a part of the magnificent land- 
scape which meets the eye in every direction, 
from the favourable points on the Jersey side of 
the river. They attract the traveller's notice, 
whether they are whitened with the dog-wood 
flowers of spring or the accumulated snows of 
winter; whether glowing beneath the golden 
light of summer's declining sun, or burnished 
with the gorgeous tints which clothe his pavilion 
when he sinks to rest with regal magnificence, 
in autumn. In autumn too, at the change of the 
|Jeaf, before the more melancholy days of its fall 
I are come, the woods, which adorn the sides of 
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these hills, assume a variety and brilliancy of 
colouring which I have never seen surpassed. 
As you stand outhe summit of some moss-grown 
pile of rocks, where some veteran of the forest 
spreads his gnarled and projecting roots beside 
you, and extends his enormous and grotesque 
arms above your head, while monstrous grape 
vines are twisting and intertwining their serpent 
and never-ending coils, hanging in fimtastic 
writhings and complications from one trunk or 
bough to another ,-»you look down on these woods 
as they descend to the meadow, and the beams 
of the sinking sun strike through their winding 
alleys or glorify their many-coloured masses ; and 
you realize more than is dreamt of in the tales 
of oriental enchantment. The multitudinous 
leaves of every conceivable hue, seem transparent 
as they flutter in the softened light. Amidst a 
clump of rich evergreens stands a seeming tree of 
living gold; and far and wide an indescribable 
profusion of tints, from royal purple to sober 
russet, from deep crimson to the faintest tinge 
of red, from vivid orange to the very complexion 
of the sunbeams, are mingling amidst every shade 
of green. The graver hues have their propier 
distribution among the wealth and variety 
of colouring; for nature, unlike man, never 
makes her splendour become gaudy by accumu- 
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lati^n i md her owp Ugkt falling on this picture, 
gives to it on appeanmce, at which the painter 
throws down ^is brush, and the poet abandons 
his vocabulary in despair. I think it would be^ 
on the whole, advisable for me to let it alone my* 
self* But if the tide of time should bear my 
name, by any ohance, to posterity, I wish that it 
msLj be associated with scenes like these ; where 
the generations who are to come will for ever 
repair, to admire the prodigality of nature, in 
combining all that is majestic and soft, abrupt 
and graceful, in the boundless variety of her 
works. 

About a mile and 9- half from the Hoboken 
Ferry, and near the celebrated Weehawken 
bluff— ^n whose summit a true poet has drunk 
in inspiration, and within whose shadow the blood 
of brave men has been shed in inglorious com- 
bat,— ^thefe is a remarkable precipice called the 
/Devil's Pulpit. I have thought it thus essen- 
tial to fix its locality, as it is the scene of a well- 
known, but unrecorded tale of the olden tin)e> 
which it is now my province to relate. Here, 
the mountainous ridge I have spoken of, as 
extending from Bergen heights, embraces the 
Swartwout meadows, and descends, with its lofty 
semiqircle of rocks and trees to their level } th^ 
picturesque road winding at the biis^, imd be- 
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gimiiiig to climb the Weehawken hill. At this, 
point, on the eastern extremity of the ridge, just 
where it begina to sink towards the river, stands 
the preeifHce I have named, being a perpendicular 
rock of twenty or tihirty £eet in height, in the 
midst of a thin clump of trees. Its top is crowned 
with a thick square projecting block of stone, 
resembling strongly a^well-stuffed pulpit cushion ; 
while a regular flight of natural stairs leads up 
to it from the left. From it you have glimpses 
through the boughs, of the island of New- York, 
sprinkled with its villages and villas, and terminat- 
ing in the city, with all its spires and towers— of 
the intervening river and the spacious harbour, 
the green windings of the Jersey shores, and the 
distant hills of Stoten Island. You see the white 
sails gleaming and gliding to and fro on the broad 
waters beneath you ; you hear the quick heavy 
beat of paddles from the steam-boats ; and when 
the air is more than commonly quiet, the ever- 
lasting murmur and coil of the great city hums 
drowsily on your ear. 

This precipice became famous for some re- 
markableadventures, which happened there some 
sixty or seventy years ago, when the city of 
New- York was aboot an eighth of its present 
size. From the pictures, books, and documents 
in my possession, I could describe it almost 
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ajcciirately enough for a surveyor to lay it out 
again, according to its plan at that day, and with 
more than sufficient precision to enahle a painter 
to depict it. But I am cahbined, cribbed, and 
confined by the limits necessity compels me to 
observe, and 1 must get along with my story ; 
for, unhke the knife-grinder, ^< I have one to tell 
sir." 

There was, then, at this time, a tailor from 
London, who kept a shop at the corner of Wall- 
street and Broadway, within the shadow of that 
venerable old Trinity Church, whose antique 
magnificence, gilt cherubim, loud organ, and brass 
chandeliers, called forth the eulogium of the his- 
torian of New- York ; and whose place is imper- 
fectly supplied by the semi-gothic structure which 
now occupies its site. This artist was bom in 
the year 1736, and baptised by the name of Wil- 
liam Vince, according to the parish register of 
St. Giles's, Cripplegate ; but he called himself 
Villiam Wince, and assumed no small airs among 
the provincials, on the strength of his havinj^ 
seen the Lord Mayor of Lunnun, and '' woted" 
at a Common Hall. But he did not find his 
patronage coextensive with his pretensions. All 
his gold lace and embroidery, stocks with gilt 
buckles, solitaires, f^ansy silk stockings with gold 
docks, faded damask and brocade, blacky blue, 
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green, crimson, scarlet and yellow silk breeohea- 
pieces, black, green and crimsoa Genon velvet, 
cut and uncut velvet shaptefi, gold and silver knee 
garters, &c. remained on his shelves, and scarcely 
paid for their advertisement in the Post Boy. 
He had bought the sweepings of the shop of a 
bankrupt brother of his craft, but brought them 
to the wrong market. The stubborn burghers 
continued to employ Yon Snick and Hoiffiueyer, 
in Crown-street, or La Culotte, in Hanover- 
square. The good and sober folks of that day 
preferred such coats as would keep them warm, 
and endure so much wearing as to be often be- 
queathed as a rich legacy unto their issue. The 
dignitaries of Church and State, that is to say^ 
the Governor, Lieutenant- Qovernory Chief Jusr 
tice De Lanqey, Judge Ludlow, Counsellor 
Murray, the Rector of Trinity Church, and the 
ooUectors of his Majesty's Customs, regularly 
imported their apparel by the British packets. 

This Cockney Prometheus of the external 
man, had, therefore, little emplojnnent. Some 
young lawyer occasionaUy fevoured him with a 
call, who was ambitious of ^' going ooaarteD" 
than his neighbours, and who relied for funds to 
discharge his bill, not on obtaining his costs in a 
successful suit, but on getting a suit to make 
costs in. And sometimes a midshipman or an 
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ensign would want to be fitted up, in a gfzeait 
hurry, which proved to be no exaggeration, as 
his haste allowed him no time to settle his 
accounts. 

A crisis was approaching in the poor taQor's 
life ; and a strange planet it was that presided 
over that tide in his affiiirs, which led him to dis- 
pose of much of his trumpery. 

The eldest son of the clerk of Trinity Church 
was named Matthew Oakes, by right ; but the 
Dutch people called him Tevas, and the English 
Mat and Matty. This young gentleman's father 
had brought him up with a noble ambition of 
making him his successor in his semi-sacerdotal 
office. But it was soon very obvious that these fond 
parental hopes would never be fulfilled ; for mas- 
ter Mat was an irreverent cub, who ate nuts in 
church, and would not learn his catechism, and 
often forgot to take off his hat to the rector. His 
reading was generally such a various reading of 
the text as confounded all criticion : and his 
singing certainly resembled more the song of the 
sweeps than that of the seraphim. When he 
indulged his lungs in that exercise, the voices of 
the quire and the thunders of the organ were 
quickly silenced^ to the unutterable scandal of 
the grave and devout audience. 

He was, therefore, pkced by his disconsolate 
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father behind the counter of Mrs. Alexander, 
(who, in silks and satins, laces and lawns, mono- 
polized the whole ^hionable eustodi of the city,) 
in the hopes that he might one day become a 
merchant. But the quick eye of that old lady 
detected a great many inaccuracies in his arith- 
metic, with occasional fluctuations in the state df 
the till, which could not be accounted for by cor- 
responding variations in that of the market. On<e 
day she saw him in church, ostentatiously pro- 
truding on public attention, a pair of akyblue 
mlk stockings with ted clociks. This sight gare 
her such painful sensations, that she retired pre- 
maturely, apparently half-fainting. On exami- 
nation, she found that these integuments had 
tictually been abstracted Irom a parodi received 
by the last importation ; and, when Tevas 
returned, she very cavalierly divested him, with 
her own hands, of the dry-goods, and turned him 
off bare-legged, with a malison and a prophecy 
of evil import. 

After this dismiission Matthew led a misoella- 
neous life fop many years. Sometimes he vouch- 
safed his attendance at the bar of the Blue Bell, 
in Sloat-lane. Sometimes he ran of errands for 
the Governor. Sometimes he carried invitations 
to funerals for the sexton. During the annual 
fortnight's session of the Legislature, he assisted 
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in making fires and filling pipes for the members. 
He was the regular door-keeper at the school 
balls of Mr. Turner, the patriarch of New- York 
dancing-masters. Though his exterior wae 
rather ragged and dishevelled, there was a cer- 
tain jauntiness about its arrangement, and what 
Leigh Hunt would call a viridity and leafiness in 
his air. He loved to dispose such ornaments as 
he could muster, on those parts of his person 
-where he supposed their exhibition would prove 
most effectual. He wore two-thirds of a three- 
cornered hat, with a Ramilies cock. Though 
his linen was filthy dowlas, his ruffles were cfT 
deep lace. If his knees seemed to indicate a 
curiosity to peep out of their investments, hie 
knee-buckles were of sumptuous Bristol pastes 
and his stockings, though rarely whole, were 
always of silk. His frugal and affectionate mother 
oflen besought him to put on stout woollen hose 9 
.of her ^wn knitting; but he rejected all such 
overtures with unfilial contempt. The fragments 
of his shoes were always highly polished and 
garnished with buckles, one of brass, and one of 
steel. Such was Tevas' course of life, and such 
the assortment of his apparel. ' 

By the arrival of the packet, on the 30th day 
of December, 1760, afler a short passage of 
seventy-nine days from Falmouth, the melan- 
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choly tidiogd were brought to thk Dutch colony, 
of the death of its German master, George the 
Second. This monarch happening to die at a 
lucky moment, just after the conquest of Canada, 
left behind him an excellent character. All 
England was. in tears. So said the London Ad- 
vertiser, the regular channel of intelligence to 
thb city. With that laudable imitation of the 
customs of the mother country, for which its 
citizens have ever since been distinguished, it 
was unanimously resolved that New- York also 
was much afflicted. The dignitaries before 
named, with others not there specified, laid aside 
their customary splendour of velvet, brocade, 
and gold lace, and appeared in full suits of 
mourning. The sober burghers brought forth 
their solemn black attire from the recesses of 
their wardrobe ; and those who were unprovided 
repaired to Van Snick and Hofimeyer, or to M. 
La Culotte. 

These magnates, with all the minor members 
of the sartorial trade, were hard at work in 
making new mourning suits, or in refitting and 
furbishing up old ones, which had not been worn 
since the death of the last near relation, or of 
one of the royal family. Hard at work were 
they all, iu cutting up the fine, thick, glossy 
Dutcli blacks of former times, to whose solidity, 
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comfwctiienB, unil lttttr«» tlm boftflited Eegcmt's 
cloth of modem days is, in comparison, a mere 
web of goetfamer-^m- in darning, piecing, patch* 
ing, letting out, taking in, turning, scouring, 
seating, new coUaring, new cuffing, and new but- 
toning the lugubrious livery used on former 
occasiooB. '*^ 

I am not a tailor by trade, which I regret, for 
I have a genius that way ; but I love and hcmour 
the art, and sympathise in all the mishaps of 
its professors. I am, therefore, thus particular, 
because none, not even the meanest of these jobs 
fell to the share of poor Vince the Cockney, who 
sat some days after the arrival of the gloomy news 
which accompanied all these outward signs of 
woe, the veritable picture of woe itself, if poeti- 
cal propriety would justify the personification of 
Woe in the shape of a tailor. He sat in his shop 
alone, playing with his measure, and meditating 
on sundry wants and necessities. Among these, 
the most prominent was his last quarter's rent, 
still due, with a balance of the former one, 
amounting in all to fourteen pounds fifteen shil- 
lings. For living in the most frequented part of 
the city, his rent was proportionately extrava- 
gant. Sadly and listlessly he felt and unrolled, 
for the fiftieth time, a piece of black velvet, rather 
shop-worn, which, having abandoned all hopes 
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of elotbiog with it any of thie dignitaries, from 
the Governor down to the Alderman of the 
Ward, he had that day offered, at what he called 
half-price, to the Dutch Church Consistory, and 
to the yestry of Trinity, for mourning hangings ; 
with equally had success in hoth instances. He 
had iftnost come to the desperate conclusion of 
making himself a suit from the despised cloth, 
out of respect for the memory of his departed 
sovereign, and in keeping with the gloom of his 
own fortunes ; and of putting himself on hoard 
the next packet. Suddenly the door of his shop 
opened, with a peremptory shove, and an autho- 
ritative hang, and closed again with an emphatic 
noise. He looked up hastily, while the fear of 
a sheriff and the hope of a customer made his 
heart palpitate and his eyesincapahle of accurate 
speculation ; until, after some moments, he re- 
cognised the form of our friend Matthew Oakes, 
in his wonted costume, hut enlarged and height- 
ened, as it seemed, by a new air of dignity or 
impudence. 

Supposing he was the bearer of a message 
indicative of business, from a^ respectable quarter, 
(for Matthew never ran errands for low peoplp,^ 
the tailor regarded him more complacently than 
usual, and waited for an explanation of his em- 
bassy. Mat seated himself, with great familiarity, 
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on the counter, kicked his heels against its sap* 
porters, folded his arms, and looking Vince in the 
fiice, with much importance, said— -^' Cockney 
Bill," — ^< Villiam Wince, if you please, Tevas," 
—interrupted the astonished and angry arti0l— • 
'^ what do you want ? Get off my couflter." 
'* Sir," repUed Tevas, still more indignantly and 
angrily, " I would have you to know that I am 
Matthew Oakes, Esquire." '^Yell then, Mr. 
Hoakes, what do you want ?'* said Vince — ^* Get 
off of that 'ere counter instmctly !" *'Hold your 
jaw. Bill," said Tevas, drawing a red canvass hag 
from his pocket, which he slammed on the coun- 
ter, producing a jingle not unknown, though 
unusual to the ears of the tailor. '' Hear what I 
have to say to you, if you please. Ail England 
is in tears for the death of our lamented sovereign. 
He was as hrave as Solomon, and as wise as 
Alexander ; and all York is going to he in tears 
too. All the genteel people are going into 
mourning on this truly doleful occasion, and I 
want a first chop suit of black clothes, as good 
as you can make, to cut them all out, by the day 
after to-morrow." 

' Jhe tailor felt strongly tempted to laugh at the 
wants of the shabby-genteel individual, who had 
such loyal intentions. But as he gazed on the 
queer customer, the red bag with chink so de- 
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UgiitM, and the rusty velvet which it was bo diffi- 
cult to get rid of, it required not the prophetic eye 
of gesuus to imagine a change in their several 
relations, much to his own advantage. Altering, 
th^efore, his tone and manner very materially, 
h9 'iiclaimed, ^^Mr. Hoakes, this is the werry 
welwet out of what Lord Chisterfield had his 
last suit of court mourning made off of; and if 
there's any hody more genteel than Lord Chis- 
terfield, I should like for to know it." 

To be brief, he measured Cakes, and promised 
to deliver the suit at the time required ; which 
promise, (the only instance of the kind on record 
in the annals of his craft,) he actually performed 
with punctuality. Nor did he let his patient go, 
without suggesting and supplying all the other 
improvements of his person which the shop 
afforded. 

On the next Sunday, Tevas, whom we must 
now call Mr. Oakes, made his appearance in 
Trinity Church, in fine new ruffles, a brilliant 
cpcked beaver, bag, solitaire, and all the equip- 
ments of a macaroni of those days, overlaying 
and garnishing the mourning apparel, which, 
albeit rusty and shop-worn, had not yet lost *' all 
its original brightness, nor appeared less than 
black velvet ruined*" Although Dr. Barclay 
preached an excellent funeral sermon on the 
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virtues of the late British Trajan, that had been, 
and the still greater virtues of his successor, the 
British Augustus that was to be, all his eloquence 
and learning were wasted. Not on Trajan, nor 
Augustus, nor Dr. Barclay, but on Mr. Oftkee 
was the attention of the audience riveted. fi^The 
gentry were not a little scandalized at the black- 
hilted sword, which the clerk's son had mounted, 
and wore with an air decidedly aristocratic. But 
they were too dignified to exhibit any other emo- 
tion than that of silent contempt. 

The wonder grew, a week or two after, when 
Mat was seen strutting about town, at a fashion- 
able hour, in a scarlet coat with gold embroidery, 
with a richly laced hat and diamond knee-buck- 
les. Two navy lieutenants, whose acquaintance 
he had contrived to make, took hun with them to 
pay visits ; and though^ as you may imagine, he 
was received with a mixture of undefinable sen- 
sations, he was not turned out bodily any where. 
And he now commenced a bowing acquaintance 
with several ladies of fashion; and was the daily 
subject of admiration, %s he perambulated WU- 
liamnstreet. He lounged every morning in Mr. 
Vince's shop, and rode out every day, on a 
strong, cantering, capering, curvetting, prancing, 
tall white horse, with cropt ears and a switch 
taH, wall-eyed, but of full blood and well-attested 
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pedigree, to a tavern out of town, ^ith the sign 
of the young King George III., near the site of 
the present Hospital. He took a room at the City 
Tavern ; cut his father and mother, and all his 
humhle and hard-working brothers and sisters ; 
gave dinners at the hotel ; and, by way of shaking 
off all vulgar, familiar, and early associations, 
altered his name, by changing Matthew into 
Mark, and spelling Oakes, Oques. 

Mysterious was the source of his means of 
paying for his new and luxurious expenses. 
Equally mysterious seemed the way in which he 
gradually got into society at that time. But this 
would be no great matter of wonder in our days. 
It may be proper, however, to mention, that a 
fashionable lady, who was fond of patronising 
and bringing forward young men, took a fancy 
to something about Mr. Oques, either his clothes, 
or his horse, or himself; carried him about into 
company; said he was an astonishing genius, 
and read some verses every where, which he had 
given her as his own. Every one who knows 
any thing about the course of things in that part 
of society denominated high life, knows, that the 
Rubicon being once passed, as long as the cash 
seems to hold out, there is no further inquiry 
made as to the origin, means, or qualifications of 
an adopted member of the beau monde. Old 

V* 
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women, and jealoiui or envious rivaJs, are alone 
l^ven to making queries about the lineagfe, breed- 
ing, and associations of the parveim* So it fared 
with Matthew, or Mark, who lost no opportunity 
of making good the ground he had occupied. At 
a subscription ball ^ven to Governor Monckton, 
on his return from the conquest of Martinlco, the 
quondam door-keeper of Mr. Turner appeared in 
all his glory, in a rich suit of green and red Genoa 
velvet, lined with yellow satin, with cut steel 
buttons, outshining all the vestimental magnifi- 
cence of the fS^te. He had even the assurance 
to ask the Duchess of Gordon (who, as all the 
learned in the British peerage well know, mar- 
ried an American gentleman,) to dance a minuet 
with him. Supposing him to be some stray sprig 
of nobility, her Grace acceded to the sublimely 
impudent proposition, and the star of Mr. Oques 
became immediately one of the first magnitude. 
He led the mode, and his tailor profited richly by 
his recommendations. Ho became a great lite- 
rary character; loungmg daily at Rivington's, 
in Hanover-square, where he bought canes and 
opera-glasses, and purdiased all the half-dozen 
copies of the first two volumes of Tristram 
Shandy, which had been ventured in the New- 
York market ; and which he had the pleasure of 
leading to all the reading peo^e in polite society. 
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He sat compicuoaaly on the side-scenes of the 
theatre, directing and controlling the applauses 
of the audience; and boasted that he had taught 
Hallam how to deliver the most favourite pas- 
sages in his best character. He also became a 
politician; and at the great contested election 
between Cruger, Livingston, Delancey, Lispe- 
nard, and Bayard, manfully espoused the side 
which he understood to be the genteel one, and 
which, luckily for him, proved to be the success- 
ful and hospitable one. 

Though now circulating freely in elegant soci- 
ety, it cannot be disguised that when Mr. Oques 
made any direct matrimonial demonstrations, to- 
wards the only daughter or grand-daughter of 
some wealthy burgher, the whole family at once 
assumed a distant and chilling air towards the 
aspiring lover. If, after this, he could force his 
way, on a winter's evening, into the snug, oak* 
wainscoated, little back parlour, with which the 
rich merchants of New- York were then con- 
tented, he was received with a silent and solemn 
courtesy. In spite of his gorgeous apparel, the 
young heiress would scarcely lift her eyes from 
her knitting, or answer more than yes or no, to 
his gayest remarks or softest inquiries. At the 
least pause, the old lady would observe, from her 
elbow chair on the right-hand of the sparkling, 



248 THK LXOSNO OF THE 

crackliog hickory fire, ^^het kleedmakadenman;*^ 
or else in her other vernacular, that ^' fine fea- 
thers make fine birds, but they would not make 
the pot boil." Whereupon the grave father 
would take his pipe from his mouth, and, after 
pouring out a volume of smoke, add in oracular 
Dutch, '' Spoedige Klimmers vallen schielyck."* 
What Mr. Oques was worth, or how he came 
to be worth a dollar, in capital or credit, remained 
as great a mystery as ever. He happened, in- 
deed, to draw a prize of two hundred pounds in 
the City-Hall Lottery, which accident he treated 
as a bagatelle. I do believe it did not come 
amiss, though it took place in the midst of his 
apparent prosperity. His tailor, who was natu- 
rally of an inquisitive temper, was perhaps most 
uneasy in his mind, in trying to find out the cause 
of his patron's sudden elevation. All his indirect 
hints or leading questions on this topic, were met 
by Mr. Oques with such fearfiil dignity, that 
Vince dreaded the loss of his custom too much 
to venture any further interrogatories. Not the 
less, in his inmost soul, did he determine to solve 
the enigma. 
To the early inquiries made of him concerning 
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this new Adonis, Mr. Vince had answered that 
Mr. Hoaks was a cash customer. When further 
questioned where the cash came from, he replied 
that ^ Mr. Hoaks 'as a rich hunkle in 'Olland," 
&c. ; and he insinuated very broadly, that a 
match was on the carpet between our hero and 
seventeen different heiresses. All these excur- 
sions of the tailor's extemporaneous fancy became 
rumours, which were magrnified, mjrstified, and 
multiplied ; and though, like the heads of the 
Lemean Hydra, they were crushed, one after 
another, by the Herculean club of truth, yet 
other little and big reports sprung up in their 
places, all of similar burden, that somehow or 
other, Tevas Oaks had got to be somebody. 

As, however, Mr. Vince obtained custom, he 
grew less scrupulous in his conversations about 
the history, ways and means of him who might 
be called his founder ; particularly as the latter 
began to treat him with a certain degree of dis- 
tance, passed him often in the street without 
recognition, and grew less punctual in his visits 
t« his shop. Vince now began to shrug up his 
shoulders, or give a knowing wink, when pressed 
upon the subject of Mr. Oques's resources. But 
a horrible deed was about to be done, which 
removed all his scruples of conscience at betray- 
ing or injurifig his beneikctor. At first, with a 
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mixed sensation of incredulous wonder aad alana, 
and afterwards with unsophisticated indignation, 
he learned that Matthew, who had not called at 
his shop for six days, had bought two ready made 
French suits, and ordered a brocade dress of 
lilac, worked with rosebuds, and a pair of pea- 
green and yellow satin breeches, of the newly 
arrived Mr. Peter Tims, from Cheapside, who 
had opened his shop in Broad-street, near the 
Exchange. 

The barriers that held in his curiosity were 
now carried away. In Indian phrase the silver 
chain of friendship was snapt asunder. A sense 
of merit neglected, genius unappreciated, patron- 
age slighted, possessed the soul of the artist. 
He compared Tevas to the vnper in the &ble, 
ioowed rewenge^ and determined to voUh Mr. 
Hoaks. 

He had for some time past noted that this gen- 
tleman was never visible on a Friday after dinner, 
and did not appear until towards noon the next 
day. It happened to be on a Friday that he 
learned the news of Tevas's flagrant apostacy. 
As soon as the Dutch clock sounded the hour of 
two, he announced to his journeyman, (for he 
had now the honour of having so important a 
personage in his shop,) that he intended to walk 
into the country. He then planted himself at 
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the window, and began to watch the in-goings 
and out-goings at the door of the city tavern. 
It would doubtless be amusing could I record* his 
mental observations on those whom he did and 
those whom he did not know, as they severally 
entered or left the hotel : but this I leave to the 
reader's imagination. Two hours passed away 
and Tevas did not appear. At one time Vince 
had made up his mind to despatch a note, request- 
ing the honour of seing Mr. Oques on business of 
importance. But indignant pride and insulted 
friendship forbade this step. On a sudden a 
figure caught his eye, wrapped in a gold-corded 
crimson roquelaire, which he had a right to Jknow, 
since he had himself given it its form and pres- 
sure. It belonged to Mr. Oques, and though the 
wearer walked with a stooping and slouching 
gait, Vince lost not a moment in throwing a 
brown cloak over bis shoulders, and scudding 
rapidly and guiltily across the street^ and down a 
narrow lane leading to the river, after the object 
of his curiosity. He lost sight of him very 
mysteriously ere he came to the water's edge, 
but again caught a glimpse of his own workman- 
ship at a small distance, and taking the liberty of 
passing through a garden which bordered on the 
present Greenwich-street, he was enabled to dog 
the roquelaire along the shore till he was quite 
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tired. He hftd several tumbles vmaag hetps of 
brick, stcme and mortar, which he thought much 
more of than the occasional remarks which he 
was obliged to hear from the boys, boatmen, and 
workmen in Dutch and English, little complimen- 
tary to himself or his agility. But he had a great 
object in view, and had bound up each corporal 
agent to the terrible feat of finding out ** where 
Mr. Hoaks was a going to." 

He lost sight of the roquelaire and its wearer 
behind a huge heap of sand, stone, and lime, 
which showed where the present edifice of 
Columbia College was already begun. Scram* 
bling over this, and bruising his shins among 
some large logs of timber, he paused to take 
breath, and again saw the crimson garment dis- 
appearing at a distance, in a thicket of evergreens 
and brambles, on the banks of the river. He 
looked around him, and saw no human being 
near. He had heard of the Indians, the smug- 
glers, and Captain Kidd's ghost, and although 
the sun was yet half an hour high, he could not 
help wishing himself in his shop ; but the instinct 
of curiosity, combined with the desire of revenge, 
overcame his timidity. He renewed the pursuit, 
plunged into the thicket, and again caught a 
glimpse of the roquelaire among a pile of rocks. 
Towards this he crept on tiptoe, keeping a care- 
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ezraconced hknself behind a massy block of gra^ 
nite. Peeping through an aperture between this 
rock and others which lay heaped against it, he 
observed a little cove in which a small pettianger 
wtEB lying. It was painted black and red, and its 
masts, naked of sails and cordage, were of the 
seme hue. It was an ill-looking thing to get into; 
«ad at school Mr. Vince had heard of the river 
Styx, its boat, and the grim ferryman who carried 
over the ghosts and ghostesses. The low sun was 
BOW looking red through the thick hazy air, and 
a streak of dusky fire quivered all along the 
water frmn the opposite shore to the pettiauger, 
around which the small billows seemed to fi»m 
kmbent tongues of fbrky flame of a bright but 
infi^nal ruddiness. And the cockney was aU 
al<me. Suddenly he heard a voice, whidi was 
that of Oaks, now rough and hoarse, as if made 
husky by sulphureous and tartarean fogs. It 
distinctly invocated two fiends, and ugly ones too, 
for it called aloud, *' You two black infernal devils, 
come up !'* 

Reader, if you never happ^ied to be scared 
in all your hfe, you caimot realize how much the 
Londoner was frightened at these awful words, 
articulated in that preternatural tone, made more 
horrible by its being a manifest exaggeration of 

w 
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a familiair voice, and caavefing the terrible inti- 
mation that the speaker was coUeagued with the 
powers of darkness. Vince looked on the broad 
Hudson rolling gloomily by ; he looked also at 
the locker or cabin of the pettiauger, just big 
enough for a man to lie coiled up within it. The 
terrible voice again sounded, and two others, 
harsh as the grating of the hinges of the Pande- 
monian gates, replied in a wild jargon, brokrai 
by shouts of horrid laughter. Again Vince be- 
held the roquelaire approaching, and behind it 
two swarthy stalwart forms, in deep red jackets 
and caps, their black arms bare from the shoul- 
ders, and their eyes shooting a demoniac and 
unnatural lustre. Their brawny arms brandished 
•nbrmou. pieces of timber, <md with every toI- 
ley of discordant sounds which broke from 
their mouths, two rows of long white grinders 
showed themselves, which seemed able to des- 
patch many such christians as Mr. Vince at a 
luncheon. 

The forms approached, the jabber became 
more fearfully loud, and the cockney scarce 
knowing how or why, effected a passage through 
the rocks, and squeezed himself into the locker, 
pulling the door after him, as close as he was 
able. There he lay, in an uneasy posture, trem- 
bling with the presentiment of some horrible 
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event ; but he remained not long in suspense. 
Footsteps approached, the same grating voices 
were heard, the speakers leaped on board, words 
in the same unintelligible language were inter- 
changed, in which Mr. Vince, clearly distin- 
guished certain appalling execrations— and the 
boat suddenly sprang forward as if self-impelled. 
A confusion of noises, like that which might be 
heard from the mouth of the bottomless pit, burst 
upon the tailor's ears. The waves, tormented 
by the dividing prow, lashed its sides, and broke 
over it with a crash that seemed powerful enough 
to shiver adamant. The cockney was sepa- 
rated only by a single plank, as Aratus says, (on 
which passage Longinus passes a criticism of 
doubtful justice,) from the depths beneath and 
the waters around ; thence, as he lay uneasily with 
his face to the bottom of the boat, he heard a swell 
of booming thunders : the very voice of chaos 
seemed reverberating in the hollow of his ear ; 
and along with this was a roaring as of tigers 
and lions, a screaming of wrath, terror, and pain, 
in brief, a mingling of all frightful and dolorous 
noises, combining the bowlings of every beast 
of the desert, with others yet more mysteriously 
fearful. Two huge feet, shod with spikes, were 
pressed against the doors of the locker, while 
through his peep-hole, there gleamed on the 
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pruoner's eye, the apparitioa of four brawny 
biftck arms, with their muscles shining and swell- 
ing to a Patagonian enormity. They wielded 
two immense oars, and at every pull the angry 
river, against whose mighty current they were 
struggling, uttered a startling murmur, like that 
of a giant roused from his heavy slumbers. And 
they pulled and pulled, those two pair of huge 
black arms, and the black bark bounded on and 
on amidst .the intolerable roar of waters ; while 
her joints groaned and creaked and gaped, and 
the bitter salt water leaked in,and Vince became 
as sick as he was frightened, and he fell into a 
swoon. From this he did not recover in less 
than an hour, when he was awakened by a grat- 
ing sound from below. 

When he had enough strength and conscious- 
ness restored to peep through his aperture, he 
saw no one on board of the boat, which was now 
rocking in the surf by the side of a low bank, 
the bottom scraping and thumping upon the 
beach. This fact Vince knew not, but he felt 
the boat tossing and knocking about, and wished 
he was out of it. He ventured by degrees to 
open the doors of his purgatory, to protrude his 
head, and at last to draw out his person. The 
evening was cloudy, and the June twilight was 
obscured with unusual gloom. On one side of 
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him the turbid and hazy river, to which no limit 
could be discoTcred, lay moaning, whilst on 
the surface, flakes of phosphoric light ever and 
anon gleamed and again vanished. On the other, 
was a flat and dreary expanse of what seemed a 
heath, unbroken by any object until it was termi- 
nated by a dark rocky wall, reaching, as he 
thought, from earth to heaven. No human being 
was to be seen, and Vince determined to quit 
the demon-manned bark when he might. He 
jumped unharmed to the shore, and ran forward. 
A groan or grunt from behind arrested his pro- 
gress, and casting his eyes backwards, he saw, 
at a little distance, the two infernal oarsmen. 
Each was sitting on a stone as big as a stoop,* with 
his back towards Vince ; whilst projecting a foot 
from each of their mouths was a bowl, burning 
red-hot with live coals, as of juniper or bright naph- 
tha, which yields light to the kingdom of Pluto. 
The strong red glare thence emitted, threw its 
lurid reflection over the bronzed swarthy side- 
faces of the fiendish watermen, and on their 
saucer-sized eyes, and upon great columnar 



* Stoopf in the leose here nsed, ia a native New- York word. 
It means the steps and railing and seats Qf any,) of the porch of 
a house, and is a good word enough, because there is no better. 

W * 
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volumes of dense yapoui, ascending^ and .com- 
mingling in interminable rings of red-tinged 
smoke. Vinoe averted his eyes and ran. He 
ran on until he was up to his middle in mud. 
How he got out I know not ; but he extricated 
himself by that instinct which is surer than rea- 
son, and on he ran again, perhaps an hundred 
yards. Now the solid earth seemed to bend un- 
der his feet like a sheet of pasteboard. The 
ground shook and trembled, and still he ran on 
and on, until he ran against a rock at the base 
of the hills before n^entioned. Well it was for 
him that his nose was neither a Roman nose nor 
a Grecian, but a pug nose, else would he have 
broken it. His eyes saw all sorts of many- 
coloured rainbow lights, and the wind swept in 
gusts round his ecu's with tones of strange im- 
port. He began to scramble up the precipice. 

I despise asterisks and fragments from the 
bottom of my heart; but I respect truth too 
much to supply from &ncy the chasms of authen- 
tic tradition. How Vince got up the hill I can- 
not say. All that I know is, that a pallid and 
exanimate slender man was picked up on Bergen 
Hill next morning, by Hans Van Riper and his 
brother Yep, who took him to their house near 
Paulus Hook, whence he was ferried to the city. 
It was Vince. He got home about noon next 
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day, and began to tell a coniiiBed and mysterious 
story, which nobody could make any thing of. 
As his senses returned, it become more coherent, 
though not less fantastical. He said that the 
devil preached over in Jersey, and had a pulpit at 
Weehawk; that service was held there every 
Friday night, -and that the devil talked "hand- 
somer" than the recorder or the rector of Trinity 
— ^that Mr. Hoax had made all his money by 
going to hear him, and that Satan and Lucifer 
rowed him over to the sermon every Friday. 

The tailor's shop was soon run down with a 
crowd of inquisitive people. He still persisted 
in the same story, though with variations always 
increasing the marvel. Still the crowd augment- 
ed, and as it grew, so did the cockney's story. At 
last a resfular mob was collected about his door, 
and before old Trinity Church. Dr. Magraw 
came also among them, and wanted to know what 
brought so many fools together. But the Doctor 
is a person of no mean note in my story, which 
I must therefore suspend, to give some account 
of him. 

Dr. M^Grath, as he spelt his name, or Dr. 
Magraw, as others spelt it and called him, had 
now practised physic in New- York about fifteen 
years. Who, or what he was, besides being Dr. 
Magraw, no one knew. Some thought him a 
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Jesuit in disguise— others a French spy — and 
others again, one that had dealings with the 
prince of darkness. A more charitable conjec- 
ture was, that he belonged to one of those unfor- 
tunate Scotch families who had taken the wrong 
side in 1745. His name was Scotch, but he 
talked good, though coarse English, neither 
Scotch, nor Cockney, nor provincial. To perplex 
the curious yet more, he talked Dutch, not only 
to the satis&ction of the colonists, but also of 
their Leyden-bred pastors. He spoke French 
also, fluently and well ; and was quite at home in 
various patois — Norman, Gascon, Limousin, and 
what not. When he talked with the Lutheran 
minister, it w«« in pure Saxon High German; 
yet he chatted with the humbler members of the 
flock in their nfitive Hessian or Bavarian jaw- 
breaking dialects. So that, for aught that could 
be inferred from his tongue, he might be German, 
or Dutch, or French, as well as Scotch. One 
thing was certain : he was a thoroughly bred 
physician and surgeon, familiar with all the sci- 
ence of his day ; had attended Boerhaave's lec- 
tures at Leyden, and walked the hospitals of 
Paris. In person, he was short, broad-shoul- 
dered, deep-chested, vigorous, sturdy, and stir- 
ring, with a lively, keen gray eye, sandy hair, and 
one of those hard-favoured visages which give 
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no iiote of age. Whether he was thirty or fifty 
on his arrival at New- York, was hard to tell— 
and it was equally so, forty years after. His first 
notoriety arose from his refusing to keep accounts 
and send in bills, like the other city doctors, and 
resolutely insisting on his guinea fees. Of these 
he got but few ; until he was called in, by sheer 
accident, to a consultation on a desperate case, in 
the family of Chief Justice Delancey, with the 
two most fashionable physicians of that day. 
One of these was a pretty, soft-spoken, mild, 
bowing, simpering, complimenting, news-retail- 
ing, neatly-dressed gentleman, mighty courteous 
to nurses and old ladies : the other was a solemn, 
pompous personage, who quoted Latin, called 
himself a Fellow of the London College of Phy- 
sicians, and took snufi* out of a large gold box. 
Magraw, at his first interview, threw the whole 
family into confiision, by pronouncing one an old 
woman and the other a quack, and refiising to 
see the patient again, unless they were both dis- 
charged. The Chief Justice, who, though un- 
skilled in medicine, had great skill in men, saw 
at once (what had never occurred to him before) 
that Magraw was right, and gave him the com* 
mand of the sick room. In a month the lady was 
well, and the doctor's reputation established. 
After this, business flowed in upon him: and such 
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was his skill or his luck, that his reputation went 
on regularly increasing, although he paid court 
neither to the old ladies, nor to the editors, nor 
to the clergy, nor to the nurses. In the course 
of his medical career, he demolished quack after 
quack, regular and irregular ; generally finishing 
them off with a sarcasm or a nick-name, sly, 
shrewd, scornful, and unerringly fatal. Nor did 
he confine this enmity to the quackery of his own 
art : he held all other humbuggeries and preten- 
sions in equal aversion. If a new preacher got 
into vogue, by tickUng the ears of silly folks with 
big words, or amazing their eyes by flourishing 
his hands and arms ; if a young lawyer or assem- 
blyman got the name of eloquence by rant and 
flummery, — woe betide him, if Dr. Magraw came 
among his audience : he was a gone man. Whilst 
the orator, lay or sacred as it might be, was pad- 
dling about " on his sea of glory," (as Wolsey 
has it,) "like little wanton boys that swim on 
bladders," the doctor would, on the sudden, rip 
up the said bladders of popular applause, let out 
all their high-blown pride, and leave him floun- 
dering in the very mud and slime of public con- 
tempt. 

He moreover extended his guardianship of the 
quiet little city he had chosen as his abode, to 
the protection of it against all impostors and 
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adventurers under the guise of style or fashion. 
It were long to tell of all the well-dressed swin- 
dlers whom he unmasked and routed out, with as 
little ceremony and as sure an instinct as a terrier 
hauls forth the villain rat from his hole. One 
instance will suffice. 

There arrived, just after the peace of 1763, a 
French marquis, who turned the heads of half 
the pretty girls, and was received by the gover- 
nor as the heir of one of the richest and noblest 
titles of France. He went on triumphantly, until 
he met M agraw at a grand dinner at the Govern- 
ment-house. The marquis was seated between 
her excellency the governor's lady and General 
Lord Amherst. He was. as usual, gay and talk- 
ative. The ladies had scarcely left the table, 
when the company was astounded by the doctor's 
asking the governor, in a most audible tone, 
*' where he had picked up that Bordeaux hair- 
dresser ?" He had noted that the marquis's dia- 
lect was that of the Bordalese vulgar, and his 
gesticulation convinced him that he had been 
used to wield the powder-puff. Suspicion was 
excited, and the conjecture ascertained to be 
correct, just in time to prevent the Marquis of 
Powder-puff from quartering himself matrimo- 
nially, upon the richest family in the province. 

In brief. Goldsmith's epitaph upon another 
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shrewd Scot of the same period,''' might, with a 
little variation, have served for the tomb of Ma- 
graw: 

Mao B AW here retires, from his toils to relax, 
The scoarge of impostors, the terror of quacks : 
daack doctors, qaack lawyers, and quacking^ divines, 
Gome and dance o'er tiie spot where your tyrant reclines. 

The city had been sickly, and the doctor so 
busy, that, though he had marked Tevas and his 
finery, he had had no time to pay attention to his 
case* He now listened to the thousand-and-one 
rumours bruited among the crowd; and his 
instinct told him at once that there was roguery 
in it, coupled with the ag^icy of some quack, cor- 
poreal or incorporeal. He therefore, getting up 
on the church steps, made an address to the 
crowd, telling them, in plain words, " they were 
a pack of blockheads ; to convince them whereof, 
he would hire a couple of boats, and take who- 
ever wished to go to Weehawken, over with liim 
the next Friday ;" adding, that <* if the devil was 
there, he knew how to deal with such cattle.' 

Friday came; and at three in the afternoon, 



* Bishop Douglas, the antagonist of Hume* and the detector of 



Lauder and Bower. 
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Dr. M&graw, armed with a broad-sword and a 
brace of horse-pistols, appeared on the ferry- 
stairs, accompanied by his dog Bounce, Mr* 
Vince, and a sergeant's guard from the fort, of 
broad-shouldered, red-kneed Highlanders, with 
their tartan kilts fluttering and flaunting about 
them. Some government barges were in wait- 
ing, together with two huge ferry-boats. The 
whole population of the city, except the bed-rid- 
den and the dignitaries, poured down to witness 
the embarkation, and above a thousand wished to 
go on board; but the doctor and his guard put 
back the women and children and negroes, and 
admitted none but able-bodied white adults, who 
embarked to the number (as stated in my docu- 
ments) of two hundred and ninety-seven. The 
doctor and his Highlanders led the way in the 
barges. The evening was fine, but there was no 
wind, and the tide was adverse; so that what 
with' the delays of embarking and crossing the 
river, it was twilight when they arrived at the 
poiAt of the Weehawken ferry. There, old Hank 
Zabriskie and his family met them. Hank ex- 
pressed great joy at their intention, for he said 
he had made up his mind to quit the place, '^ for 
the spook's noises every Friday night were grow- 
ing louder and louder." Hank pointed in the 
direction in which the lights were usually seen, 
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but no one had any idea of the exact locality of 
the preacher. The woods looked black and ter- 
rific, the rocks steep and high, so that even 
the Highland body-guard showed symptoms of 
dismay and repugnance to advancing; for the 
Wraiths of their native mists and torrents rose in 
their imagination, and unearthly voices mur- 
mured in their ears. The doctor swore at them 
in Celtic, adjusted his belt, took a powerful pinch 
of snuff, brandished his gold-headed orange-stick 
cane, and marched on, and they, at once ashamed 
and encouraged by his example, marched after 
him. Behind came the crowd, huddled together 
as closely as the inequalities of the ground would 
allow. For want of a better, they followed a kind 
of blind path, in which fuel had been drawn to 
the ferry from the woody mountainous coulitry 
back of the Weehawk meadows. Thousands of 
fire-flies twinkled in the bushes about them; owls 
hooted from the tall tops of trees, and sailed 
away from their perches as they approached. 
Now and then they thought they heard the long 
howl of a distant wolf, and then came a terrify- 
ing shriek, which they knew to be the panther's 
cry. 

It seemed as if the very insects of the air were 
leagued to torment them. Great hunnmng 
beetles, flying in heavy circles, came plump 
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against their faces. They were assailed with 
rayenous musquitoes — ^not the degenerate, atte- 
nuated musquitoes which in these days are walled 
over from the Bergen meadows, to suck the blood 
of our plump citizens — but gigantic gallinipers, 
with a note like that of a hautboy, and a probos- 
cis that could penetrate a water-proof boot. 
Whether there was really anything supernatural 
in this relentless foray of the musquitoes, or 
whether it was owing to the fact of their voracity 
not being appeased in those days, as it is in ours, 
by the weekly visits of the genial and juicy 
members of the Turtle Club to their dominions, 
is a subject I leave to the investigation of the 
learned entomdogists of the Lyceum of Natural 
History. 

These fearful sights and sounds, and the stings 
and insults of the creatures of the air, at length 
exhausted the courage as well as the patience of 
the party. Now and then too, a straggler would 
be separated from the main body, and would call 
out for his friends in fearful tones, which sounded 
to them like demoniac yells. At last some grew 
mutinous, and called on the doctor to lead them 
back to the ferry. Their dauntless leader could 
not but allow the reasonableness of the request ; 
for the intricacy of the interwisted branches of 
trees, the huge fragments of rocks, the brambles 
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m&d creeping vinee, the slippecy and deceit&l 
heaps of leaves accumulated by many autumns, 
above all, the darkness of the woods, through 
whose canopy a solitary star ever and anon shot 
a slanting, broken ray — all this made dreadfiil 
distraction in the ranks. A halt was ord^ed, 
and the party gradually collected. A deep silence 
came over them, and as they listened in awe to 
the mysterious whisperings of the breeze through 
the forest, the distant deep murmuring of the 
river, and the crackling of the dry leaves and 
branches under their feet, a deep dull sound, tea 
times repeated, was wafted to their ears by the 
east wind. It seemed a preternatural admoni- 
tion of the late hour of night, for they had now 
wandered far and long. Meanwhile Dr. Magraw 
was administering to each of his Highlanders a 
comfortable dram of Farintosh, from a jug &&- 
tened to his belt, together with a double pinch of 
snujOf out of his own mull, which refreshed and 
fortified them exceedingly; in. both of these 
comforts the rest of the party expressed strong 
desires to participate, but the doctor resolutely 
refused them. Whether this partiality might 
not have produced overt acts of insubordination, 
notwithstanding the deep feeling of terror inspired 
by the scene and its asaociatioilB, and the awful 
respect entertained for the doctor, I cannot pre- 
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tend to say. But all of a sudden, a wild and 
shrill sound arose upon their ears, from the woods 
to the south. It was an irregular chant, partak- 
ing of the solemn and the queer ; a mixture of 
Old Hundred and Yankee Doodle, interspersed 
with squeaks and squalls. But ever and anon it 
swelled to a beautiful andante movement, in e 
major, which soon changed to a spirited allegro 
in the minor of that key, in the course of which 
was introduced a fine crescendo worthy of Ros- 
sini. At one time, a beautiful chromatic passage 
was introduced, apparently without effort, in 
which the plaintive tones of an exquisite contrtt- 
alto were heard, producing all the power which 
noises of that quality have, m moving the afTec- 
tions. Throughout the whole, the clamorous 
forte stood out in strong relief with its contrast- 
ing pianissimo. 

The party proceeded onward, with many trips 
and stumblings, although fear produced some- 
thing like regularity in their steps, towards that 
part of the woods whence this mysterious music 
seemed to come. They wound for some time 
above the brow of the hill, where the trees grew 
less thickly together, following the light of a tin 
lantern borne bv one of the Highlanders. But 
the fitful dancing pencils of light served only as a 
beacon, without illuminating their path. The 
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gush of compound melody died away, not in a 
Badly pleasing fall; for, after the fine baritono 
had sunk into a sonorous basso, the strain rather 
basely tapered off short, with a screaming like the 
screech of a screech-owl, and then a smack like 
that of a coach whip. But as they advanced, a 
single voice was heard commencing a sort of 
incantation or hymn. Sometimes it was husky, 
sometimes rich and true and strong ; but it was 
always full of learned melody, with a good shake, 
and beautiM appogiaturasf and threw of its 
roulades with wonderful rapidity and ease. The 
air was in 6-B time; but an anomalous bar of 
three crotchets was introduced, and often re- 
peated, which had a curious and unpleasing 
effect.* 

Led by the sound, the doctor and his corpe-de- 
garde continued their progress, until a high per- 
pendicular rock obstructed the path to the left 
of which they turned, and wound downwards 
towards the precipice. Here, after a shprt time, 
streaks of red light began to break through the 



* This account of the demoniac music is from the MS. of Dr. 
De Ronda, who in Us youth had been a great amateur of learned 
melodies, and had written critical notices of the Dutch opera at 
Rotterdam. 
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crevices of the grey stones, and gleam among 
the thickets, and as they turned short round the 
projection of a gigantic pile of granite, a sin- 
gular and startling scene broke upon their gaze. 
Now, as to what follows, I must beg leave to 
state, that like Herodotus and Walter Scott, ^^ I 
tell the tale as 'twas told to me." There are 
too many respectable attestations of the truth of 
the particulars handed down to us, to justify the 
explanation I have heard given, that the current 
story is a mere allegory, invented by Doctor Ma- 
graw. What I shall proceed to relate, not only 
accords with the received tradition, but with the 
formal account drawn up by Dominie De Ronda, 
and preserved in the archives of the Garden-street 
Dutch Church, where it may be seen on applica- 
tion to the pastor. It seems to me entitled to 
full credit from the air of historical candour 
and philosophical dignity with which it com- 
mences. The dominie says — ^'' Jdenmoelde duhei 
een waash-haars opsteeken,*' or in English, ^* We 
must give the devil his due." 

The picture, then, presented to the eyes of 
these crusaders, was strange, grotesque, and 
unnatural. In the centre of what looked like the 
nave of a sylvan amphitheatre, which descended, 
however, rather rapidly towards the river, there 
was a great fire of pine logs and knots blazing 



272 THE LEGEND OF THE 

upwards, .around which several figures were 
sitting, of gigantic statures, dressed in tarpaulin 
hats, huge heavy jackets, and trunk breeches. 
The dense and pitchy vapour ascending from the 
pyre, formed an over-canopying curtain, whose 
folds and fringes rolled up their black convolutions 
above the surrounding evergreens and tall old 
chesnuts; the whole interior of the extraordinary 
temple thus formed, being in some places strongly 
illuminated by a vivid red glare, in which every 
Bpray seemed of living fire ; while the recesses 
and smaJl arcades of the forest were thrown into 
a gloom deeper than darkness, and black as the 
abysses of infinite space. Behind the fire, at the 
distance of some twenty feet, was a square tall 
block of granite, on which, and a projecting stone 
cushion lapping over it, with a sort of stair-way 
on the left side, and some rudely disposed benches 
of stone beneath it, the fire-light was thrown 
broadly. About two rods below this principal 
precipice was another, of smaller dimensions, 
bearing the same resemblance to the first that a 
clerk's desk, in our churches, does to the pulpit. 
On top of this desk, looking steadily and saga- 
ciously at the new comers, stood a shaggy, long- 
eared jackass, the gravest animal of his kind; 
solemnly employed in whisking away and brush- 
ing ofi* the musquitoes with his tail. The group 
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around the fire was as extraordinary as the scene. 
One figure, splendidly dressed, held iu his hand a 
piece of timber, shaped like an oar, with which, 
from time to time, he stirred the huge blazing 
coals, sending up their sparks in showers above 
the gloomy drapery of smoke and the tops of the 
woods. The rest of the human company, about 
twenty in number, were scattered around, seated 
on boxes, and outlandish-looking, coffin-shaped 
cases. Their hue was swarthy, and their hair 
dishevelled and elf-like. One of the company, 
of a diminutive size, dressed orientally, and 
whose colour was a bilious mahogany, was re- 
clining with his elbow on an uncommon looking 
piece of furniture, with a sort of carved brass 
handle. Several venerable goats, of a foreign 
aspect, stood not fiir off, with their twisted 
horns, long beards, and bright, restless eyes, 
glittering in the light of the fire. Nearly oppo- 
site to them, and distinguishable by fits as the 
flame flashed up firom the crackling pile it was 
consuming, three mules were standing in a row, 
whose countenances expressed great interest in 
the business in hand ; and just at the edge of 
some ragged bushes were five or six cows, look- 
ing with all their big eyes quietly upon the blaze, 
on the neck of one of which hung a bell of a 
ptculiar metal, which emitted at times a ftintand 
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ominoUs and melancholy tinkling. I must not 
forget a large baboon, with a red night-cap on 
his head, who capered about the fire, with a great 
stick in his paw, poking it whenever the splen- 
didly attired figure did, and showing a row of 
white crooked teeth, from ear to ear, as his 
features were convulsed with a sardonic grin. 
Divers monstrous dogs, looking wise and sober 
and sleepy, stood stretching out their clnmsy 
paws and shaking their ears, between the fire 
and the pulpit. Around and above on the pro- 
jecting branches, several parrots and macaws 
were roosting, with other strange birds, not of 
this climate, with goblin, goggle eyes, and hooked 
beaks, the sight of which, in such a wild spot) 
was enough to strike terror into the boldest 
Christian heart.' , 

As the numerous band, which now arrived to 
swell the numbers of this respectable auditory^ 
defiled round the rocky promontory, the eyes of 
all the persons and animals present were turned 
upon them, and a sensation of mutual surprise 
seemed to keep both parties silent. Mr. Vince, 
passing behind the Highlanders, saw with horror, 
sitting cross-legged, right under the pulpit, the 
two black giants, who had ferried him over, 
in their red jackets and bare arms, with the fiery 
bowls before their noses, fumigating the bare 
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face of the precipice. The form m gorgeous 
apparel now sprung forward from the group, and 
the voice of Tevas was heard. He welcomed 
the multitude in a subdued tone, such as one uses 
in a place of worship, and presently, assisted by 
his attendants, marshalled them all to different 
seats, disposing of the rabble on the stones and 
smooth turf, but accommodating the guard with 
boxes and planks. But to Doctor Magraw great 
ceremony and politeness was shown, all of which 
he declined, not very graciously, choosing to fix 
himself aloft, on the pulpit stairs ; where, hav- 
ing adjusted himself to his liking, he took a long 
and a strong pinch of snuff, and began to gaze 
with a sour and stem expression, on the strange 
congregation. After some moments of silence, 
the pea-green and poppy-coloured gipsy ground 
out three turns of his barrel organ, and the cow 
rung her bell furiously. Then the great jackass 
brayed lustily, the mackaws screamed, the parrots 
whistled, the monkey chattered, the goats made 
a noise without a name, the dogs howled, the 
cows bellowed, and the mules joined in the hor- 
rible discord with a Houhyhnhnm burthen or 
chorus. Then Tevas gracefully waved his hand 
and perfumed handkerchief, to enjoin silence, 
made a low bow to the pulpit, and sat down in an 
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ttttitude of the most profound and reveiential 
attention. 

All at once there started up, on the top of the 
cushion, and stood conspicuous in the glare of 
the fire, a little figure in a cocked hat, (whidi 
stood off from the crown of his head as if lifted 
up hy some protuberances,) above a bushy and 
well powdered wig. He had a dark skinny 
ftce, with lustrous black wicked eyes, a parrot- 
like nose, and no chin. His form was wrapt in a 
short white surplice, disclosing a pair of funny 
looking legs cased in black silk stockings, so far 
as they could be seen. His arms were dispropor- 
tionately long, and attenuated, terminating in 
black silk gloves, whose fingers hung depending 
like the pods of the Catalpa. With the left of 
these claws he deposited beside him a silk 
handkerchief; and with the right, from time to 
time, he applied to his physiognomy a long white 
cambric cloth. 

He looked around him wildly, and hemmed and 
hawed and hawked, and used his white handker- 
chief for some minutes, tfid ihe^ began, in a 
whining tone, which produced % swinging, see- 
sawing sound in the air, rising .and falling with 
doleful monotonous recurrence, an harangue 
very much involved, and of a quaint, flourishing 
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(^aribcter, full of Johnsonian antitheses and 
triads, but without any periods, protracted in one 
long, overloaded, intertwisted and inextricable 
series of sentences, running round and round like 
the lines in the puzzle, which children call the 
walls of Troy. At first he seemed to utter 
something which sounded like an apologetical 
exordium, for his not being prepared to address so 
numerous and respectable an assembly; out of 
which modest introduction, without coining to 
any conclusion, he got afloat on the drift of his 
unintelligible argument, or convoluted rigmarole ; 
his object being, as he intimated with violent 
gesticulations, 'Ho enunciate to his audience 
didactic precepts, calculated to evolve their ener- 
gies for those aptitudes which were now ineffec- 
tual." And then he talked about adrUs^ races 
and operas; coaches, carriages and curricles; 
houses, horses and harnesses ; diamonds, damask 
and drapery ; fandangos, flutes and failures. He 
said that large three-story houses were better 
^than small two-story ones. That a man w4io 
could ride in % glass «0ach with four fiit horses, 
was better off than one who had nothing to carry 
him but his own tgfo Isgs : and he dwelt much on 
some subjects thought very mystical at that day, 
though now familiar to every broker's apprentice, 
such as buying charters, flying kites, and raising 
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the wind. On these things he expatiated at 
great length, and with many repetitions. He 
also stated that high duties were good things, 
because honest men might make a living by 
evading them. During the latter part of these 
observations, Dr. Magraw disappeared from the 
post he had long occupied with immoveable gra- 
vity and silence. All at once, as the preacher 
was winding up one of his longest expectorations, 
or rather sliding out of it for want of breath, the 
doctor appeared behind him, seized him by the 
nape of his neck, and held him up, shaking like 
a scarecrow in the wind, quite off from the edge 
of the rock, displaying the nether part of the 
creature's figure more particularly than its pro- 
prietor seemed to have wished. The surplice 
flying all abroad, discovered a little pair of red 
breeches, ending in a knotty pair of knees ; while 
the crooked shanks below, in the black silk stock- 
ings, terminated in two stumpy, hoof-like, clubbed 
knobs, cased in a pair of black velv^et bags, which 
figured and flourished about lustily, as the doctor 
kept their owner suspended. > After holding him 
awhile in this manner, while he screamed and 
halloed and begged, and kicked aadlost his cocked 
hat, he set him down again on his feet or hind 
paws, griping him in the same place with his left 
hand, and belabouring him with his huge orange 
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walking stick, every thwack of which resounded 
as if the effect of its application must have been 
peiaUarly uncomfortable to the patient. Still 
brandishing this about his ears, he asked, '* Are 
you not the same tattling devil, that told the 
oracle in old times what Crcesus was about when 
he was cooking turtle soup after a bad receipt ?" 
And he gave him a whack to enforce his attention 
to the question. "Yes, my lord;" said the 
preacher in a small voice. "Are you not the 
prying, impertinent devil of Livonia, that told 
the German ambassador to Sweden what clothes 
his wife had on, and what she was doing ?" " Yes, 
your highness," whined the goblin, as a couple 
of buffets made all his members rattle. " And 
are you not the same poor, miserable devil, that 
in Rabelais' time, when the great devils w^ere 
raising storms to destroy armadas, was blowing a 
whirlwind in a parsley bed?" " I am, indeed, your 
excellency ;" here he got « whack that made him 
whimper like % whipt spaniel. " And are you not 
the same helpless and contemptible devil, that 
Paracelsus carried about in the hilt of his sword, 
in the shape of a bluebottle-fly ?" " Alas ! yes, 
your high mightiness !" and here he got a kick to 
boot, with strappadoes nowise desirable. " And 
are Aot you the same foolish devil, that troubled 
the people at Ma^on, by thumping behind the 
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wainscoats, smging filthy songs, and frightening 

the little children, and then was decoyed hy the 

prior of St. Deny's into an empty Burgundy 

bottle, where you were corked up, and soused into 

holy water?" "Oh yes, your Majesty!" screamed 

the tormented spirit, as a terrible knock half 

demolished his wig, and discovered a crooked 

corneous projection, growing behind a pricked 

up, hairy ear. " And are not you the abominably 

impudent devil, that, for two years, has been 

frightening my friend, the Rev. Mr. Wesley, 

scratching behind the children's beds, making the 

plates rattle on the dresser, and ringing all the 

bells ?" « Oh dear, yes, I and the rats," faintly 

replied the almost exanimate catechumen. " And 

now you have come here, have you — ^you paltry, 

sneaking, despicable devil — ^to stuff nonsense into 

the heads of my poor people of New- York, and 

teach them, before their time comes, how to lie, 

and cheat, and have lotteries and banks, and to 

shave and smuggle ?" Here he suddenly took 

hold of him by what seemed an extraordmary 

excrescence, from behind, hitherto concealed by 

his surplice, took out of his own pocket a little 

book with a green cover and gilt edges, which he 

put to the poor devil's nose, saying," Now, Sir, 

I will give you a dose that will last you half a 

century ;" and then he whirled him about, and 
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dashed him down, and a crack was heard, and a 
light flashed hefore the eyes of the spectators 
like that produced by the galvanic battery, and 
the devil vanished, and a smell like that of phos- 
phorus was perceptible, and the enormous rock 
of the pulpit was split from the top to the bottom, 
as it remains to this day. The sailors uttered a 
. shout of horror and fear, the cow rung her bell, 
the jackass yelled as if he was mourning for all 
his relations, the macaws and parrots squalled, 
the monkey whooped, the dogs howled, the mules 
and cows uplifled a wail, and the two black ferry- 
men in red jackets, sent up a guttural, hysterical, 
hoarse, demoniac laugh from their deep dia- 
phragms, more appalling than all the other noises 
together. 

When this uproar had subsided. Dr. Magraw 
was still standing on the pulpit cushion, and gave 
orders, in a voice of thunder, to the soldiers,'* to 
seize those smuggling rascals," pointing to the 
sailor-looking men. This command was executed 
with business-like celerity, method and decency. 
The Highlanders produced whipcords ; and the 
surprise and terror of the smugglers at the cas- 
tigation and disappearance of their preacher, 
made them submit to be bound without resist- 
ance. 

These gentry having been pinioned, and the 

T* 
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gaard having Bunrounded them and come to an 
order, according to the tactics of that day, the 
doctor cried oat, in a more solemn voice, but of 
equal energy, — ^'< You, Tevas Oaks, stand for- 
ward!" The summons was not to be evaded or 
disobeyed. With a downward look, feltering 
steps, and knees that knocked together with 
hysterical irregularity and violence. Oaks came 
up slowly and sneakingly in front of the judgment 
seat. ^' Get up on that stone, you puppy," said 
the doctor, '^ and take off that gilt gallipot from 
your skull, and hold up your &ce. Let us see 
whether or no you are worth hanging ?" 

With a trembling hand poor Oaks took off his 
gold-laced Montero cap, on the assigned pedestal, 
shivering and shaking in all his members. '* No 
— ^upon the whole," said the doctor, after a 
pause, " it would grieve your old mother too 
much ; she is a very honest woman, and one of 
my patients ; and her rheumatism is bad enough. 
It would break her heart to see you strung up on 
Gibbet Island. Get about your business, you 
forlorn rascal. Sell your finery immediately. I 
will see that Vince allows you a fair price. Mend 
your manners, and try to get a living by some 
honest handicraft. I may lend you five pounds 
myself, to set you up in some smau way. Be off; let 
me see you in proper clothes to-morrow at nine." 
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Tevas, who, as the reader must ere this haye 
conjectured, had been enabled to sport his fine 
clothes, by becoming an agent or organ to cer- 
tain irregular importers of contraband goods into 
his Majesty's provinces, departed forthwith, like a 
guilty ghost dismissed by the exorcist. And here 
I too must dismiss him with a very few words. 
He did not make his appearance next day, ac- 
cording to orders ; and the places which once 
knew him, never knew him more. But £ have 
heard, from indisputable authority, that, under 
another name, he afterwards kept a tavern on the 
banks of the Delaware, in the beautiful village of 
Bristol. His hotel was celebrated for its ambi- 
tious attempts at style; for its gilt china and 
short commons ; bad beds and full-blooded bugs ; 
Brussels carpets and smoky chimnies; lazy 
blackies and long bills. 

The Doctor now sat himself leisurely down, 
with his legs hanging over the precipice, sup- 
porting himself, as he leaned backward with his 
left hand, while he swung his cane to and fro, 
and remained, for some minutes, in profound 
meditation. At length the current of his thoughts 
found vent, in a sort of muttered prophecy. 

" Yes," said he, " I see how it is. These poor 
people too must go the way of all flesh. Half a 
century hence, they will be as wicked as the 
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Londoners. With the same vices they will have 
more wit. But what of that? So much the 
worse for them. They will have their South Sea 
hubbies, their land bubbles, their bank bubbles, 
and all manner of bubbles. They'll have their 
Stock Market and their New Market ; and there 
will be bulls and bears, lame ducks, rooks and 
pigeons in both of them. They will have lotte- 
ries and operas and elopements and cracked 
poets and. ballets and burlettas and Italian sing- 
ers and Ifrench dancers. And every second 
man in a good coat, will be a broker or a lawyer 
or an insolvent. And there will be no more 
cash payments; but the women will wear cash- 
meres, and the men will drink champagne. — 
And the girls, instead of learning to cook and 
mend clothes, will be taught to chatter bad 
French and wovse Spanish, and to get their 
husbands into jail: — ^but there will be no jail 
in those days! for they will have bankrupt 
laws, and three-quarter laws and two-third laws, 
and the limits will be as big as the county! 
There will be no more comfortable tea-drinkings, 
and innocent dances, but they will have their balls 
and routes and conversaziones and f^tes and 
fiddlesticks. People will dine by candle-light of 
week days ; and nobody will go to church on af- 
ternoons on Sundays ! Folks will be knowing in 
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wines and cookery and players and paintings and 
music, and know nothing of their own af^irs. They 
wiQ go to fashionable churches as an amusement 
and to fashionable gaming-houses as a business. 
The girls will learn to waltz of the Germans, and 
their mammas to flirt from the French. The boys 
will all be men and the old men will try to be boys. 
Then they will have all manner of quackery, 
from a patent pair of loops to hold up their 
breeches, to a patent way of paying off the na- 
tional debt. And they will run after the heels of 
every quack who comes among them, and think 
he is the devil himself, though he has not half 
the sense of the dirty little devil that I have just 
discharged ! And the doctors will quarrel about 
moonshine, and ruin the character of the profes- 
sion and themselves by telling the truth about 
one another ! But I shall be gone ere then : — 
sufficient for the day is the evil thereof!" 

The doctor concluded his soliloquy ; and after 
sitting a while in a melancholy mood, he regained 
his legs, took three or four huge pinches of 
snuff, and descended from his rostrum. Prepara- 
tions were now made to return. The smugglers 
were guarded by the soldiers, and the multitude 
followed their measured tread, as they set for- 
ward on their march. My narrative has reached 
its proper dramatic conclusion, and I shall not 
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detain my readers with other particulars whiclr 
their own imaginations will easily suggest. 

Sixty-seven years have past away, but this 
spot remains as wild and uncouth, as it then was. 
The fissure made, where, according to the tradi- 
tion, the preacher disappeared, is plainly visible, 
though choked with the dead leaves of many 
winters. The stairs are still distinguishable, 
though dilapidated, and overgrown with moss. 
Should any of my readers have a curiosity to go 
there, they will be at no loss as to reaching the 
point of the road designated in the description I 
have given in the commencement of the story. 
But after they begin to climb the hill, I must 
confess I am puzzled as to directing them 
precisely how to reach the spot. I have at vari- 
ous times attempted it from different points ; but 
although I have frequently visited it, yet I have 
as often been obliged to return without finding 
the object of my search. I am not naturally 
superstitious, but I have been sometimes tempted 
to believe that a kind of enchantment reigned 
over the place. The whole side of the hill is 
overgrown with bushes of cedar, witch-hazel, 
dogwood, and laburnum. They are tangled with 
the sweetbriar, the wild vine, and all the creep- 
ing plants that abound in our waste grounds, from 
the staff tree, to the moonseed of ominous and 
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astrologic name, and the spaces between the 
thickets form a labyrinth of winding passages as 
intricate as that of Crete. I have more than 
once, just as I was giving up the search of the 
pulpit in despair, lifted up my eyes and beheld the 
old well known rock standing before me, as if 
suddenly placed there by magic, breathing of the 
strange and solemn traditions of former days. At 
other times having chosen, as I thought, a familiar 
path leading directly to the spot, I have failed in 
all my endeavours to find it, and have wandered 
among the shrubs, until the light of the setting 
sun on the Bloomingdale shore admonished me to 
return. I have never been able to go back by 
the same path by which 1 reached the precipice, 
nor have I ever issued from the woody mazes that 
surrounded it, at the place at which I aimed. 

There is, perhaps, nothing preternatural in this, 
for the land-marks of the woods are uncertain, 
and the family likeness between the brotherhood 
of trees and rocks is strong. But there is a 
peculiar metaphysical effect produced by visiting 
this rock, at least on myself, which I know not 
whether to ascribe to the evil of my own nature, 
to the associations the scene brings to mind, or 
to the genius of the place. Dreams of wealth, 
projects of ambition, conceits of vanity, are there 
engendered in the brain. Visions of pleasure, 
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pomp and power there come like shadows,- 
80 depart as you descend. 

The tradition that the Devil's Pulpit is haunted, 
has heen obsolete for many years, until, very 
recently, the people at Weehawken and Hoboken 
began to talk about a fantastic figure, who was 
seen upon bright moon-shiny nights, seated on 
that precipice, especially during the sitting of 
the New Jersey Legislature. It seems to be 
employed in blowing immense bubbles out of a 
long pipe. The insubstantial globules which it 
forms, rise and float slowly upwards, glittering 
with a faint and sickly mockery of the prismatic 
hues. Presently they dance about, above the 
silvery sheen of the waters, when a broad high- 
way of molten silver is spread, in honour of the 
mysterious queen of night, as she sails above, in 
all her regality ; and so they hover among the 
fogd and smoke of the city, where after throwing 
out strange sparks and fireworks, some of them 
disappear, and others are burst. And so the 
glory of this world passeth away ; and thus ends 
the Legend of the Devil's Pulpit. 
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